
Profile: President McDavis
As the first president at a four-year public college 

in the state of Ohio to sign the American College 
and University Presidents Climate Commitment 
(ACUPCC), President Roderick McDavis 

positioned Ohio University 
as a leading institution 
in the sustainability 
movement. Ohio U. is 
now striving for carbon 
neutrality by implementing 
a comprehensive climate 
strategy. 

“Reducing the emission 
of carbon is one of the 

top priorities of our society,” McDavis said.  He 
thinks that bringing together ideas in a university 
environment is a key way to develop climate 
solutions and advance a larger national effort to 
reduce emissions.

McDavis’ commitment to emissions reduction 
shines out of every chandelier in Cutler Hall.  The 
Office of the President purchased 152 compact 
fluorescent 4-watt candelabra bulbs to replace the 
25-watt incandescent bulbs that previously adorned 
the chandeliers.  This swap will avoid over 33 tons 
of CO2 equivalents over the life span of the bulbs.  
Eight air-conditioning units were also replaced with 
more energy efficient models, further reducing the 
office’s CO2 footprint.  Visitors to Cutler Hall have 
responded very positively to the upgrades.  

“I’m proud of how the university community 
has embraced sustainability. Not one week passes 
when someone doesn’t bring up some aspect of 
sustainability—an idea, suggestion, a concern.”

He is most proud of the new in-vessel compost 
initiative and has had multiple conversations with 
university and community members who are 
excited about its success.  In fact, running into 
university and community members on the street is 
one of his favorite things about living in Athens.

“I like the small town feel... you actually have a 
chance to establish more of a personal relationship 
with people.”

He also loves the restaurants.  You may be able 
to catch him at one of his favorites--China Buffet, 
Cutler’s, Stephen’s, or Latitude 39.

From food purchase to food waste, Dining 
Services is looking greener this spring.  For Matt 
Rapposelli, springtime brings with it the opportunity 
for the university to increase the locally grown 
foods on its shopping list.  He has been visiting the 
Chesterhill Produce Auction to shop for Dining 
Services for more than three years now. 

“It’s important to keep our food local. It’s giving 
those farmers an income and our students really 
wonderful fresh food. It’s a win-win,” Rapposelli 
said.

The Chesterhill Produce Auction, started in 2005 
by Rural Action, created an outlet for farmers and 
vendors to sell their products to a wider community 
and commercial buyers. Local farmers are beginning 
to band together to produce some items in bulk 
to sell to Rapposelli, allowing a greater amount of 
locally grown food to be incorporated into Dining 
Services’ menus around campus. Rapposelli also 
sources unadulterated peanut butter from Columbus, 
meat from Mount Vernon, and Seven Hills coffee 
from a fair trade supplier in Cincinnati. 

At the same time they are increasing local foods, 
dining services is looking to decrease food waste.  
They hired Jason Wright as the new Student Food 
Waste Outreach Coordinator—a position which is 
overseen by the Office of Sustainability. 

“I want students to be aware of how much energy 
goes into growing food and get them thinking about 
where their food comes from,” Wright said. 

Wright also hopes to make students aware of how 
much food they are throwing out by conducting 

Solving major environmental issues of our day will 
require input from all disciplines.  This is why the 
Environmental Studies Undergraduate Certificate 
and the Environmental Sustainability Graduate 
Certificate are open to every student at Ohio 
University.  Although the focus of the two certificates 
is slightly different, both aim to equip students 
with the critical thinking skills to deal with major 
environmental issues.

Sophomore and public administration major Casey 
Arnold grew up along the Ohio River where she 
could see three manufacturing plants from her yard.

“My mom and little brother and I all have asthma 
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Get environmentally certified! 

By Annah Korpi

Visit ohio.edu/envstu for more information about both 
certificate programs.

Dining Services advances sustainability goals 
One bite at a time

waste audits in the dining halls.  He will conduct 
four audits this spring to develop a baseline and 
also evaluate the potential of several different 
interventions to reduce food waste.

In addition to the waste audits, Wright is also 
enthusiastic about the benefits of the new in-
vessel compost system located at The Ridges. The 
system will eventually compost all pre- and post-
consumer campus food waste, and the biodegradable 
serviceware used in West 82 food court. The system 
came on line at the end of January, and the first 
load of compost came out of the machine this April. 
Before the material can be used as a soil amendment 
on campus, it must cure for 90 days.   

All new projects encounter some unforeseen 
obstacles.  Some of the biodegradable service ware is 
not breaking down as hoped and efforts are underway 
to investigate the issue.  But food waste, which 
comprises the majority of OHIO’s organic stream, is 
being successfully processed.

Whether they are focusing on where the campus’s 
food comes from, reducing how much is wasted, or 

turning waste into a valuable soil amendment, Dining 
Services is devoted to making this a more sustainable 
campus.

“We’re doing a lot of cool things right now on 
campus, so I’m excited. We’re all excited,” Rapposelli 
said. 

because of air pollution,” she said.  “Only within the 
last two years have we been advised to drink our tap 
water.”

Her experience motivated her to learn about 
public health and pursue a career in environmental 
law—a decision she credits in part to the certificate 
coursework.  She received a scholarship to intern 
with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration this summer.

In addition to the potential to enhance one’s 
professional career, the certificates also inform 
personal behavior.  As senior and political science 
major Dana Larsen put it, “This certificate is helping 

me in my life goal of becoming a better steward of 
the Earth.”

The undergraduate requirements are equivalent to a 
minor: three core classes and an additional combined 
20 credit hours from statistics, chemistry, natural 
science, and social science.  

For graduates, only five classes and two internship 
credits are required.  Students have a variety of 
courses to choose from—geography of Africa to 
environmental economics to water geochemistry to 
fuel cell design. 
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Fans draw oxygen down into the machine and push it up through the compost
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After spending at least
14 days in the system, 
compost cures in piles 
for 90 days before being 
applied to our campusA conveyor moves 14 trays

through the system in a 
continuous loop 

Natural bacteria in the bio�lter remove odors from the 
exhaust before releasing air back into the environment 

An in-vessel unit controls temperature, aeration, and moisture to accelerate decomposition of organic waste

By Courtney KesslerBy Erin Sykes

Visit http://www.ohio.edu/climatechange for more info 
about the ACUPCC. 



	 Times have changed. Three years ago, 
when I first started leading tours of the OHIO 

Ecohouse, I often had to explain to visitors what a 
compact fluorescent light bulb was. Most had never 

seen one before, let alone used one. Nowadays, they 
seem as common to a home as a can opener. 

It’s good to take a moment every so often to acknowledge some 
of the gains that the sustainability movement has made. “LEED” 

has become a household term, along with “green building.” Weath-
erization services are booming, fueled by landlords, homeowners 

and public service agencies throughout the region. Action on climate 
change is a stated goal of our present administration, both here at Ohio 

University and in Washington DC. We are truly living through a green rush 
that has the potential to transform the world as we know it. 

Here on campus, this incredible momentum has served this year to launch 
the composting initiative, to drive students to commit to the Power Vote 
pledge by the thousands, and to inspire the Green Network to expand Earth 
Week into Earth Month. It’s a privilege to witness the power of people to 
implement such creative and inspiring programs. Many thanks to all the won-
derful individuals, groups and departments who have been a part of making 
green happen at Ohio University. Let the green rush continue!

Established in May 2006, the Office of Sustainability is committed 
to improving the efficiency of our facilities, greening our practices 
and processes and strenghthening our campus-wide culture 
of environmental mindfulness. For campus and community 
sustainability initiatives, research, projects, organizations, and many 
other topics, please visit www.ohio.edu/PlanetOHIO.  

If you have contributions or questions for Planet OHIO News, please 
contact sustainability@ohio.edu.
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Students, faculty, and staff 
from Eastern to Zanesville are 
stepping up to reduce, reuse, 
recycle, and rethink the way 
they go about their lives.

To celebrate and raise 
awareness about Earth Day, 
Ohio U. Lancaster hosted a 

campus clean-up and cookout where old cell phones 
and paper were collected and recycled. 

Lancaster was the first regional campus to 
participate in RecycleMania last year after 
acquiring a recycling trailer a few years prior where 
residents, students, faculty and staff could bring 
their recyclables.  Jenny Larue, Lancaster’s Public 
Information Officer, was pivotal in securing the 
trailer for the campus.  Larue has also added a green 
section to her weekly e-newsletter entitled “green 
beans” that aims to bring sustainability to the 
forefront of people’s minds.

One week, the green beans section highlighted 
the Lancaster library’s efforts.  During their recent 
renovations they had to cull thousands of books from 
their shelves.  They took over 15,000 to Royal Paper 
Company to be recycled.

Recycling continues to spread across the branch 
campuses.  With the addition of recycling capabilities 
at the Ironton campus in January, all of the branch 
campuses now recycle.  Both Ironton and Zanesville 
participated with Lancaster in RecycleMania this 
winter.

The Green Bobcats lead the RecycleMania efforts 
on the Zanesville campus. This student group aims 
to bring together faculty, staff and students interested 
in protecting the environment through education, 

When students think about College Green, usually 
the picturesque, tree-lined square at the heart of 
Ohio University’s campus comes to mind.  However, 
a new online environmental magazine of the same 
name could soon change that.

College Green will cover the scientific, economic, 
and cultural aspects of environmentalism in 

southeastern Ohio.
“We want to bridge 

the gap between the 
Ohio U. campus and 
the greater Athens 
community,” said 
College Green creator 
Katherine Bercik

 An Ohio U. junior, Bercik first developed the 
idea of the publication for a magazine editing 
and production class project during fall quarter. 
Unsatisfied with a “mock” project, she’s making it 
a reality with the help of junior Journalism major 
Amy Nordrum, Journalism Professor Dr. Bernhard 
Debatin, and Environmental Studies graduate 
student Joe Brehm.  The collaborators also have big 
goals for the magazine.

Planet OHIO News is a publication of Ohio University’s 
Office of Sustainability
1 Riverside Drive
Athens, OH 45701
phone: (740) 593-0460
fax: (740) 593-0638
www.ohio.edu/sustainability

Branching out 

New magazine to cover green scene 

Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled content paper

conservation and service. Recently they joined 
the national movement to support clean energy 
legislation by hosting a Focus the Nation town hall 
meeting.  

“The people there were awesome!” said Green 
Bobcat President Donna Jennings. One attendee 
brought a statement from Senator Sherrod Brown 
who thanked the people gathered for their dedicated 
efforts to affect energy policy.  He said he believed 
Ohio could become the Silicon Valley of clean energy.

As part of their efforts to raise awareness about 
clean energy, the Green Bobcats invited people to 
play the Clean Coal Game at the first ever Earth Day 
on the River in Zanesville.  In this Corn Hole spin-
off, people threw charcoal into the hole instead of 
bean bags.  Some participants were surprised to get 
charcoal all over their hands.

“We apologized for lying to them, but their power 
company is lying to them, too.  It started a lot of 
great conversations,” Jennings said, who hoped the 
game would debunk the clean coal myth and begin 
conversation about alternatives that are clean.

At Chillicothe, recent projects are reducing energy 
use.  All classrooms have motion sensor equipped 
lights and the buildings have automated heating 
and cooling controls.  They’ve also switched to 
using recycled paper towels and toilet paper and are 
discussing composting at their Family Services Child 
Development Center.

“We know it’s the right thing to do and we want 
the children to walk out of there with that mindset” 
said Facilities Manager Dave Scott.

Educational efforts are also underway at Ohio U. 
Southern’s Nature Center.  Established in 1999, 
the center uses the environment as the framework By Caitlin Whitehurst and Erin Sykes
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“I hope readers will have a greater 
understanding of where they live,” 
Brehm said, “and that will include 
everything from how they use 
water, and where it comes 
from, to the political laws 
and bills that are governing 
the environmental policy 
that affects us down 
here in southeastern 
Ohio.”

Bercik plans 
to publish new 
stories weekly.  
Barring any 
complications, 
she hopes to 
have College 
Green up and 
functioning 
by May.  

for learning.  They host environmental education 
programs for school youth, community organizations 
and the public, as well as workshops for in-service 
teachers that help them use outdoor resources to 
improve their curricula.

Also looking to enhance their curricula, professors 
from every regional campus have joined the Kanawha 
project.  The Kanawha Project aims to increase 
undergraduates’ environmental literacy by equipping 

professors with the skills to integrate environmental 
elements into their classes. 

Professor Orianna Carter of Southern has been 
incorporating what she’s learned into her  medical 
and zoology courses, including discussions about 
organic farming and water management.

“It’s vital for us to realize the seriousness of the 
times and to encourage legislation and new business 
practices which will avert the global forecasts, instead 
of pretending we’ve got it under control.”

It’s clear that no matter the campus, Ohio U. 
is taking action to tackle some of these serious 
environmental issues.

OHIO Eastern Rotaract Club spruces up the 
campus’ recycling shed

college
green
mag.
wordpress.com


