Expansion

Expansion involves inviting inter/national fraternities and sororities to establish chapters on campus.  Expansion is encouraged when a need exists and is recommended by the Interfraternity Council (IFC), the Women's Panhellenic Association (WPA), the Greek Life Committee or the Ohio University-National Pan-Hellenic Council (OU-NPHC). The following are elements of the Expansion Policy need to be observed for consideration in establishing a new inter/national organization on campus:

Criteria for Expansion Consideration:

· Interest as shown through the number of prospective members

· Campus trends for fraternities or sororities 

· Number of new fraternity and sorority chapters on campus

· University enrollment trends

Expansion Request Process

· Once the decision has been made in favor of expansion, inter/national organizations that are not currently represented at Ohio University will be notified to submit the requested documents to:

Assistant Director of Campus Life for Greek Life

Campus Life

Baker University Center, Room 355

Ohio University

Athens, Ohio 45701-2979

740.593.4065

· The inter/national organizations will have thirty (30) calendar days to respond with the requested information

· An Expansion Sub-committee of the Greek Life Committee will review requested documents and make recommendations to the Greek Life Committee

· Preference for expansion will be given to inter/national organizations in this order:

· Previously established inter/national organizations on this campus

· Requested colonization by new national organizations

· The Greek Life Committee will submit their recommendations, based on submitted materials and presentations, to the respective Greek coordinating council.  At this time, the respective Greek coordinating council will submit recommendations to the Vice President for Student Affairs.  The procedure must be completed within sixty (60) business days

· The Vice President for Student Affairs shall review the recommendations and make the final decision as to whether or not to invite the inter/national organization to colonize on campus

· Campus Life will notify the national organizations(s)

· The entire expansion process may not extend past twelve (12) academic weeks

· An inter/national organization is not permitted to solicit potential members without the approval of the Vice President for Student Affairs

· An invitation extended to an inter/national organization shall become null and void if the organization cannot establish a colony or the university is unable to allow an inter/national organization to move forward with colonization plans within three (3) years of the date the invitation is granted  

· The university has the option of granting an additional one-year extension to the original invitation

The following information will be requested from inter/national organizations:

· Academic policies for undergraduate chapters

· Contact information of alumni within a 60 mile radius of Athens and Athens County

· Expectations of chapter advisors and training they receive

University will provide the following to inter/national organizations

· University enrollment statistics

· Fraternity and sorority community membership statistics

· Fraternity and sorority community academic performance report

· The Ohio University Statement of Relationship 

· Statement of Commitment to Human Dignity
· Constitution and by-laws of the respective Greek governing council

· Recruitment publications and information

· Campus Life programming information
· University and Campus Life policies regarding student organizations

· The Ohio University Student Handbook that includes the Ohio University Student Code of Conduct 
Requirements for obtaining colony status:

· Must comply with the rules and regulations concerning fraternities and sororities set forth by the respective Greek coordinating council and the inter/national organization's policies relative to maintaining colony status

· The colony should show an increase in membership

· The colony must maintain a minimum quarterly grade point average of 2.40 

· The colony must participate in its respective Greek coordinating council (OU-NPHC, WPA, or IFC) as a non-voting member  

· The colony must submit the following reports and rosters to Campus Life each year:

· Membership roster (each quarter)

· Officer report

· Financial report

· Chapter development plan

· Scholarship program

· New member/associate education program

· Alumni involvement

Requirements for obtaining university recognition:

· An inter/national organization may be an approved colony for no less than one calendar year and no more than two years

· If the colony does not achieve recognition with two years, the Greek Life Committee will make recommendations to the Vice President for Student Affairs regarding its status

· To petition for recognition, the inter/national organization and the colony must send a joint petition statement to the Greek Life Committee with the following information:

· Membership roster and growth of the colony

· Academic statistics and program

· Financial responsibility

· Housing prospects

· Alumni involvement

· Greek coordinating council involvement

· Compliance with the Statement of Relationship
· Compliance with the Student Code of Conduct 

· Support of the Statement of Commitment to Human Dignity
· Risk Management and Health Promotion educational programs

· Service/philanthropy programs

· Membership diversity efforts

· Other colony projects and activities

· The respective Greek coordinating council and the Greek Life Committee will evaluate the above the petition at a specially scheduled meeting with members from the colony and the inter/national organization

· Upon final approval by the Vice President for Student Affairs, the colony will be given full recognition by the university

In special circumstances, stemming from the lack of representation for certain constituencies, the University may extend an invitation to an inter/national organization that may not fall under the governance of one of the three inter/national councils.  All stipulations for expansion and obtaining recognition will remain in effect.  The only difference will be the procedure by which the group was invited.  When this group obtains its charter it will become an associate member of the respective council until such time that the inter/national organization affiliates with one of the three inter/national councils.   
