General Guidelines for ECON 695 and MFE 696

(
You have the choice of writing a thesis (ECON 695) or a research paper (MFE 696).  Econ 695 is a formal master’s paper subject to additional guideline.

(
In either case, submit a one-page proposal to the Graduate Chair. Next, with the assistance of the Graduate Chair, form a committee of two faculty members to work with you throughout. Each draft of your paper should be submitted to both  committee members. Your paper must be approved by both committee members before you apply for graduation.  

(
If you choose ECON 695, you must follow the Arts and Sciences’ Thesis Guidelines and defend your paper in a meeting open to faculty and graduate students.  

(
Sign up for MFE 696 (or ECON 695) in the quarter the paper is expected to be finished. 

(
An empirical paper should have at least six parts:

I. Introduction: Motivate the paper and explain the importance of your topic. 

II. Literature Review:  Present a summary of related recent works in the literature. This part should not be more than two pages. Make sure to cite the papers that you discuss in this section. The Reference section of your paper should provide complete information on the papers that you cite in the literature review.  

III. Empirical Model: If you are writing an empirical paper, an empirical model should be presented.  Make sure to cite the papers whose model(s) you are using. Next, present your data. This should include the period of your study, the type of your data (annual, quarterly, etc), and the sources of your data.  

IV. Empirical Results: Present and evaluate the empirical results.

V. Conclusion: Answer the “so what” question.  Draw conclusions from your empirical results and their policy implications.

VI. References: All papers that you have cited in your paper must appear in this section.  

(  Any deviation needs to be approved in advance by the advisor.

Have your committee members sign an approval form (posted on the econ website). Submit a copy of this form, a bound copy and an e-copy of your paper to the Graduate Chair. 

(   Plagiarism will result in expulsion from the program and possibly from the university.

