“Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good government and the happiness of mankind, school and the means of education shall forever be encouraged." -- The Ohio Ordinance of 1787, Article III.
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Winter 2009
Ohio University

Course Code:

04107
Faculty:


Diana J. Schwerha, Ph.D.

Class Time:


MWF 3:10 – 5:100 P.M.

Email:


Schwerha@ohio.edu
Office:


278 Stocker Center

Office Hours:

MW from 1:00 to 3:00 PM
Place:



187 Stocker Center
Prerequisite:

PhD standing or permission
Credit Hours:

4

Text:
Fisk, A. et.al. Designing for Older Adults:  Principles and Creative Human Factors Approaches. FL: CRC Press, 2004. + READINGS TO BE ASSIGNED
Course General Objective:
The general objective of this course is to introduce students to a human factors approach to designing products for older adults.  The content for the class will include:  physical and cognitive changes that occur with aging, designing products for older adults, older adults and independent living, and older adults and the use of technology.  Students will be required to complete work independently and as part of a team.  
Grade Distribution and Assignments:

This class has four major evaluations:  

1. During the first part of the class we will compile a wiki with ideas and literature reviews regarding age-related changes and designing for aging (15%).

2. The second evaluation will be a training program about age-related changes and designing for aging (35%).

3. The third assignment will be a 30 minute lecture on a more in-depth topic related to aging and ergonomics/human factors (25%).

4. The final project will be a design project focused on ergonomics/human factors and independent living (25%).

More in-depth descriptions of the projects will be given as the class progresses.

The grading scale will be as follows:

A=93-100%

A-=90-92%

B+=87-89%

B=83-86%

B-=80-82%

C+=77-79%

C=73-76%

C-=70-72%

D+=67-69%

D=63-66%

D-=60-62%

Below 60%=F
Policy for Assignments:
All assignments are due on the due date.  In the case of sickness, family emergency, or extenuating weather circumstances, due dates may be changed.
Attendance Policy:

I expect students to be at every class.  I will not make up material for students who miss class.
Intellectual Copyright Policy:

The lectures, classroom activities, and all materials associated with this class and developed by the instructor are copyrighted in the name of Diana Schwerha on January 5, 2009.

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism:

The Ohio University Student Code of Conduct prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty.  These include cheating; plagiarism; forgery; furnishing false information to the University; and alteration or misuse of University documents, records, or identification.  If a student engages in course-related academic dishonesty, his or her grade on the work in question or in the course may be lowered by the instructor.

Tentative Schedule:

	Day
	Date
	Type
	Material

	M
	Jan 5
	C
	Introduction—Designing for Older Adults

	W
	Jan 7
	C
	Perceptual Changes

	M
	Jan 12
	C
	Perceptual Changes

	W
	Jan 14
	C
	Cognitive Changes

	M
	Jan 19
	C
	No Class—Holiday

	W
	Jan 21
	C
	Cognitive Changes

	M
	Jan 26
	C
	Movement Ability Changes

	W
	Jan 28
	C
	Movement Ability Changes

	M
	Feb 2
	C
	Wiki Presentations

	W
	Feb 4
	C
	Designing Training Programs

	M
	Feb 9
	C
	Older Workers 

	W
	Feb 11
	C
	Older Adults and Technology Use

	M
	Feb 16
	C
	Older Adults and Technology Use

	W
	Feb 18
	C
	No Class

	M
	Feb 23
	C
	Training Program Presentations

	W
	Feb 25
	C
	Older Adults and Technology Use

	M
	Mar 2
	C
	Class Lectures

	W
	Mar 4
	C
	Class Lectures

	M
	Mar 9
	C
	Older Adults and Independent Living

	W
	Mar 11
	C
	Older Adults and Independent Living


The final exam will be Tuesday March 17, at 2:30 p.m. 
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