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ENG 308J—Writing and Rhetoric II

Prof. Albert Rouzie, Ph.D.

Spring 2007  TTH 3:10-5:00  Ellis 19

Office: Ellis 349  593-2784  rouzie@ohio.edu
Office hours: Friday, 1-3 and by appt.

Course Description

We will use rhetoric as a means of analyzing texts and we'll employ rhetorical processes of composition to create effective, engaging and persuasive expressions in writing.

The texts are themed loosely around responses to circumstances beyond one’s control, such as natural disasters (earthquakes, hurricanes), disability from accidents, and inherited disease. These include radio essays, two documentary films, a memoir, and a collection of short fiction. While the circumstances being responded to may be grim or tragic, the responses may be surprisingly positive, if complexly layered. 

Texts

Essays from This I Believe, National Public Radio

Murderball, dir. Henry Alex, Rubin Dana, Adam Shapiro, 2005.

Critical essays on disability

Codeine Diary: True Confessions of a Reckless Hemophiliac by Tom Andrews

readings on issues related to disease

After the Quake by Haruki Murikami

When the Levees Failed, dir. Spike Lee

readings on hurricane Katrina

Assignments

· A This I Believe essay, following the guidelines on the NPR web site. 

· Four one page (single-spaced) explication papers on the major texts

· A paper analyzing some aspect of the film, Murderball or the memoir, Codeine Diary OR that explores response to disability or inherited conditions. (5-6 pages)

· A paper analyzing After the Quake in terms of literary responses to natural disasters OR a paper on responses to hurricane Katrina (5-6 pages)

Each project will include:

· a descriptive outline

· a draft

· peer responses or critiques

· a revision

· a reflective statement on your learning from the project

Attendance and other issues

We do a lot of workshop activities in the course. You must attend class regularly for this to work. You are allowed to miss two classes for whatever reason. After that, each missed class will result in a one third grade reduction in your course grade. Please keep me in the loop on  any crises. Please come to class on time (no later than 10 past ). Turn off cell phones and ipods. If you get to class early, feel free to check email, check our BlackBoard space for announcements, or visit your favorite web site. Once class begins, please focus on our activities. I expect that you will carefully read the assigned material, bring assigned writing on time, and participate in class discussions. While I do not grade class participation, the quality of your contributions can help you get a higher final grade (not to mention helping others learn from you).

Required Technology

We will use Dell computers in our classroom. While in class you are allowed limited printing privileges. Please ask me for permission before printing a document. Outside of class writing should be brought to class on a flash drive. If you don’t have one, you will need to purchase one asap. There are other ways to bring work to class electronically. I will make information on that available, but we won’t spend class time on how to do it, so we will use flash drives as the default. Warning: back up your important work. Flash drives and computers fail. When they do you lose valuable work. Back your work up to at least one place other than a flash drive. (e.g. Send the document to yourself in email as an attachment.)

Plagiarism

is theft of ideas and language and is strictly prohibited, relatively easy to detect and undercuts your education in every way. If caught, your case will be turned over to judiciaries and you may fail the course as well. 

Grading

The required written work and your final grade will be evaluated using the following scale:

	Grade Points
	Grade

	93--100
	      A

	90--92
	      A-

	87-89
	       B+

	83-86
	       B

	80-82
	       B-

	77-79
	       C+

	73-76
	       C

	70-72
	       C-

	67-69
	       D+

	63-66
	       D

	60-62
	       D-

	0-59
	        F


Projects turned in with elements missing (see the list above) will receive lower grades than if they are complete.

This I Believe essay      



20%

Murderball/Codeine Diary  


25%

After the Quake/ When the Levees Broke  
25%

four explication papers  


20% 

two written peer critiques  


10%

Schedule—subject to change

	Date
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	3/27-29
	Syllabus, introductions,

Log into BlackBoard

Read/listen to some This I Believe (TIB) essays

Discuss some essays as rhetoric


	Whole class discussion of TIB essays

Introduce descriptive outline (DO)

Group work on DOs of TIB essays

	4/03-05
	Due: rough draft of essay

Group work on drafts (DOs)

Revise drafts
	Copy-editing essays

Due: Revised TIB essays

Read your TIB essays to the class



	4/10-12
	Read two articles on disability (posted in Blackboard)

Bring answers to questions that link 2 articles.(posted in BB)

Screen first scene of Murderball.

Do a class D.O. of first scene of MBall. 
	Hand out explication assignment 

Screen Murderball.

Think about

a) the two articles

b) the perspective gained from the D.O. of the first scene.


	4/17-19
	Due: explication of MBall

Class discussion based on explications.


	Read NY Times article on Moser/Huntington’s. 

Part I of Codeine Diary
DO in class

	4/24-26
	Due: DO of part I

Codeine Diary, Part II

Other readings TBA


	Codeine Diary, part III

Explications of Codeine Diary due
Writing hour 

Hand out essay assignment



	5/01-03
	Draft of paper due
DOs of papers

Write peer critiques; due at end of class.


	Revised papers due 
Screen part of “When the Levees Broke” 

Do a class DO of scene of film



	5/08-10
	Readings on Katrina TBA

Screen more of “When the Levees Broke”


	 Screen rest of “When the Levees Broke”

Hand out explication assignment 

Think about

a) the two articles

b) the perspective gained from the D.O. of part of the book.



	5/15-17
	Explication of “When the Levees Broke” due 
Discuss film via explications


	After the Quake, p. 3-45

Class DO of one story

	5/22-24
	After the Quake, p. 46-114

Due: DO of one story

Writing hour


	After the Quake, p. 115-147 

Readings on literary responses to disaster, debacle and fiasco TBA

Hand out explication assignment



	5/29-31
	Explication on After the Quake due
Discuss texts off of explications


	Work on final papers: in-class conferences, researching, writing etc. 

Course evaluations

	Exam week
	
	Exam time: June 5, 2:30

All work due June 5 by 4:30 pm


