Kanawha Environmental Education Project funded 2008-2010.

The Environmental Studies Program at Ohio University has been awarded an Ohio Environmental Education Fund grant for $49,500 by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. This funding will allow for the expansion of the Kanawha Project for academic years 2008-2010 (http://www.epa.state.oh.us/oeef/.)

In 2007-2008, the Kanawha Project was initiated on the Ohio University Athens campus utilizing internal grant funding. This project is providing environmental literacy training for 20 faculty from diverse disciplines through a workshop and monthly environmental learning communities. The participating faculty will modify at least one of their undergraduate syllabi to include environmental sustainability themes. The Kanawha Project was inspired by and modeled after the very successful Piedmont Project at Emory University.

The Kanawha Environmental Education Project will expand the Kanawha pilot by including Ohio University’s five regional campuses as well as additional faculty on the Athens campus. Year One will involve a faculty development workshop and monthly learning community meetings to expose the participants to a variety of environmental issues as well as techniques for integrating environmental sustainability within existing courses.  Like the Kanawha Project, the participating faculty will modify individual course syllabi to include environmental issues and sustainability as an integrating theme.

Year Two will offer a “train the trainer” emphasis to participants from the previous year to assist them in developing an introductory workshop and framing the elements of the learning communities on their own campuses and within their own departments. This will expand the successful model of undergraduate curriculum enhancement through faculty development throughout the entire Southeastern Ohio region served by Ohio University.

