Animals in Human Society
Sociology 204  #06231
10-12 MW  Bentley 236
Instructor:  V. Aileen Hall  Office: 021 Bentley Annex         Hours:  9-10MW
                     E-mail: hall@ohio.edu     Phone: 597-1444        (other times by appt.)

Required Reading:  
All reading material for this course is available through the library “Course Reserves.”   A schedule of assigned readings follows this syllabus. 
Course Description:  


Much of human society is structured through interactions with non-human animals (“animals”) or through interactions among humans regarding animals and yet, until very recently, sociology has largely ignored these types of interaction.  This course is designed to bring into the realm of sociological analysis the interactions that occur and the relationships that exist between humans and non-human animals.


A major focus will be on the social construction of animals and the animal/human relationship in American culture.  You will learn how the meanings attached to various animals determine the nature of the human/animal and human/human interactions that occur, including how they are used to perpetuate hierarchical human relationships such as racism and sexism.


In addition to exploring the history of animal/human relationships—especially of dogs--we will examine how animal/human interaction plays out in several social institutions.  We will also look at how the relationship between humans and animals affects and is affected by the global environment.  Finally, we will take a critical look at several of the major philosophical issues about human social policy regarding the future of animal/human relations.  This course is not about animals per se, but rather about the impact that they have had on human society and the impact humans have made on their lives.  
Requirements:


Exams:  There will be two midterm exams and one final exam.  These exams may consist of multiple-choice, true-false, matching, and short essay or fill-in questions.  They will each make up 33% of your final grade. Make-up exams will be given only in extremely rare circumstances or major emergencies such as the student’s hospitalization, a death in the student’s immediate family, or a court summons and these circumstances must be documented.  Accidentally “forgetting” any exam, including the final, will result in a 0% for that exam. Please note the date of the final exam now.  There will be no early final exams given for any reason.  If you cannot take the final exam when it is scheduled, you should not enroll in this course.

Attendance:  Although attendance will not be recorded, regular attendance is strongly recommended since much of the material you will be responsible for on exams will be found only in lectures and videos shown in class.  In addition it is recommended that students take good notes during class because study guides or review summaries will not be provided for test preparation.  Good notes and regular attendance will be your best assets when preparing for the tests.
Policy on Academic Dishonesty:  Students who in any way represent the work of others as their own work will receive a 0% on that work and may be reported to the O.U. Judiciary Committee.
Schedule of Reading Assignments
Date

Topic

                      Reading Assignment

4/2
The Social Construction of Animals
“The Human Point of View” (p. 9-18 only)

by Arluke and Sanders  and, “Irredeemable Weirdness of the Dog” by Budiansky

4/7
  “       “               “            “       “
“The Sociozoological Scale” by Arluke and 

Sanders, “The Character of Cats” by Budiansky, and “The Case for Heavy Petting”, by Katz.
4/9   Anthropomorphism: 

        Friend, Foe, or Myth?                           “Unfeeling Brutes” by Masson
          “The Animal Self” by Charles Seibert

4/14 The History of Animal/Human Relations   “Feudal Society, Renaissance, and 

     Revolution” by Thurston
4/16 Our History with Dogs
Chapters 12, 16,  and 17 of The Domestic Dog “Dogs as Human Companions”(Hart) “Hair of the Dog” and “From Paragon to Pariah”  by Serpell. 
4/21  Midterm I
4/23 The Roles of Animals in the Family
“Dogville Revisited” by Katz






“Pets and Modern Culture” by Franklin
4/28  Animals in Politics: War

“In War and in History” (Ch 8) by 

Alexander (skim, focusing on roles of the

 animals)
“Thurston: Dogs of War” by Thurston 
4/30  Animals and the Economy
“The Future: Revolution in Style and Substance” and “Introduction” from The Modern Arc by Croke 
5/5 Farming and Climate Change
“Farming and the Fate of Wild Nature” by Green, et. al., and “Forcasting Agriculturally Driven Global Environmental Change” by Tilman, et. al.
5/7 Animals and Racism
“”Boundary Work in Nazi Germany” by Arluke and Sanders

5/12 Midterm II
covers material since the first exam only
5/14 Animals and Sexism
“Moral and Conceptual Universe of Cockfighters” by Hawley and “Violent Love: Hunting, Heterosexuality, and the Erotics of Men’s Predation” by Luke

5/19 Sociological Theory and Animal-

         Human Interaction
“Animal Abilities and Human-Animal Interaction” by Sanders and “Culture and Self in the Domestic Cat” by Alger and Alger
5/21  Symbolic Interactionism & Fluffy?
“Beyond Mead: Symbolic Interaction Between Humans and Felines” by Alger and Alger 
5/26  Habitat Sharing: Wild Animals in
         Urban Environments
“Introduction” Unleashed” and “Rising Tide”  (Three chapters of  Wild Nights: Nature Returns to the City) by Matthews. 

5/28 Animal/Human Communication
“All in the Family” (Ch. 9) by Friend

6/2 Animals in Social Policy
“Animal Welfare, Animal Rights, and Animal Protection” from Minding Animals (Ch. 7) by Bekoff, and “The Problem with Being a Thing” by Wise

6/4 The Future of Animal/Human Studies
“Seeing the Elephant” by Scigliano and “Conclusion: Sharing the World with Feeling Creatures” by Masson and McCarthy (from When Elephants Weep)


6/9  Final Exam  10:10AM  
covers material since the second midterm.
Welcome to our class!

*The assigned readings on this syllabus are on “course reserves” in Alden Library except 

for the following additions which have been made as part of the revision for the

Kanawha Project:

Green, R.E., et. al., “Farming and the Fate of Wild Nature”

       2005 Science 307: 550-555.

Matthews, Anne, Wild Nights: Nature Returns to the City
       2001  N.Y.:North Point Press.

Tilman, et.al., “Forecasting Agriculturally Driven Global Environmental Change”

       2001 Science 13: 281.

