The Choose Ohio First for Bioinformatics Scholarship Program


The program provides scholarships and educational opportunities for students interested in pursuing a career in bioinformatics or related fields.

The Choose Ohio First (COF) Scholarship provides up to $4700 per year to incoming freshmen, transfer students, upperclassmen, or graduate students who demonstrate academic excellence and an interest in the field
How to apply
   Send electronic copy of completed application to the e-mail address below.

Upper classmen: send application (below) to Dr. Sarah Wyatt (wyatts@ohio.edu)

Incoming freshmen: send application (below) to Dr. Sarah Wyatt (wyatts@ohio.edu) 

Graduate students: send application (below) to Dr. Lonnie Welch (welch@ohio.edu)

Only applications submitted electronically will be considered.
















The program was established through a competitive grant awarded to the Ohio Bioinformatics Consortium by the State of Ohio.

Who should apply

All students who have interest in computers and/or biology or chemistry.  Preference will be given to those who have some background in both. 

Students may major in a range of academic disciplines that utilize computer science to manage biological data, including Biological Sciences, Biomedical Sciences, PreMed, Chemistry/Biochemistry, Computer Science, Environmental and Plant Biology, Mathematics, Science Education, Health Sciences, Biomedical Engineering. 

Eligibility.  Students may apply as incoming freshmen, incoming transfer students or at any time during their academic career.  

· All students must be residents of Ohio (i.e. considered “in-state”).

Entering freshmen 
· Top 20 percent of his or her high school graduating class, or 
· Minimum 25 ACT or 1150 SAT. 

Transfer and returning undergraduates 
· GPA of 2.8 overall and 3.0 in their major
· Statement of their future career goals and how participating in this program will impact their career goals.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Graduate students should
· have completed a BS or MS in a biology, chemistry, computer science or related field; 
· have a minimum GPA of 3.0;  
· have a background in computer science and biology or biochemistry;
· meet all requirements and gain admission to the “home” department or program of their choice


To ensure access for all Ohioans, special consideration will be given to underrepresented minorities, students from Appalachia and those who are first generation or low-income.  



Expectations and benefits.  All COF-Bioinformatics Scholarship students, whether entering freshmen, transfer students or returning students

· will participate in weekly discussion forums (PBIO 214 Exploring Bioinformatics Seminar for transfer students and upperclassmen, weekly group meetings for graduate students).

· will be mentored by faculty involved in the bioinformatics program.

· should take prerequisites or required courses toward completion of the Certificate Program in Bioinformatics in addition to their major requirements. 

· should maintain a GPA of 2.8 overall and 3.0 in their major, a GPA of 3.0 is required of all graduate students.

· will be provided research and/or internship opportunities as appropriate

· will participate in special student-focused sessions at  the state-wide  Ohio Collaborative Conference on Bioinformatics (OCCBIO).  


Application Form

Choose Ohio First for Bioinformatics - Ohio University



Full name ________________

OU PID #   _ _______________  

E-mail address: ___________________


Full mailing address 	
__ _________________________
      ________________________

Hometown, County, State, Zip code
_____________________________


Date of Birth: 	________________________	Gender:  ____male;    _______ female

Ethic Group:

      ___ Native Am.;  ___ African Am.;  ___ Asian Am.;  ___ Hispanic Am.;  __ Caucasian
	
First Generation College student (parents didn’t attend college)  ________ yes; ________no 

Current or anticipated major _______________________; OU major code __________

		            minor (s)  _______________________________ 

college ________________________________


Current status   ___ HS Sr., ___ freshmen, ___ soph., ___ jr., ___ sr., ___MS, ___PhD


Anticipated graduation date _________;  Current GPA _______ overall, ________ in major 


(HS seniors only) ACT ______  or SAT ______  and/or  class rank __________ (e.g. top 10%)


Biology, plant biology, chemistry, computer science courses taken (in HS, UG or graduate work) Please include the course prefix, number and title (i.e. PBIO 114 Foundations of Plant Biology) :







Do you have computer programming experience?   ___   yes; ____   no. 

If so, what language(s)? _______________________________________

Describe any other computer experience you may have?   





(Upperclassmen and graduate students only)  Do you have research experience?  ____ yes;  ____ no. 
 If so, briefly describe your research, who you work with, and how bioinformatics is used in your research. 
















Statement of future career goals and how bioinformatics will impact those career goals.  






