Ohio University Faculty Senate 

Agenda for Monday, June 7, 2010
Room 235, Margaret M. Walter Hall, 7:10 p.m.

[Summary]

The meeting was called to order by Faculty Senate Vice Chair David Thomas in the absence of Faculty Senate Chair Joe McLaughlin at 7:10 p.m.

I. Executive Vice-President and Provost Pam Benoit
EVPP Benoit briefly addressed three issues: 1) Office of Information Technology (OIT); 2) current enrollment statistics; and 3) the search for the Vice-President of Finance and Administration, and then thanked the Faculty Senate for the work they have done this year.

1) Benoit reported on the allegations that have been made about progress in the Office of Information Technology. She stated that the allegations are being examined. Due diligence is underway hers. It is worth noting that there are and have been a variety of reporting mechanisms related to the projects underway in OIT.

· VPFA receives monthly financial reports

· The Board of Trustees receives regular progress reports.

· There are advisory groups that include faculty both for the operations of OIT as a whole and for the Rufus Initiative.

Benoit assured the Faculty Senate that what must be done to make sure that the necessary work is completed in a timely manner will be done.
2) Current enrollment figures are given below, with the change from this time last year indicated in parentheses.

	
	Apps
	Admits
	Final Admits
	Average ACT
	Average GPA

	Undergraduate
	13,301 (-809)
	11,258(-203)
	3,956 (-83 )
	24.03 (+.18)
	3.35  (+.02)

	Masters
	2977 (+170)
	1097 (+24)
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	Doctoral
	518 (+31)
	125(-9)
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a


3) Benoit reported on the status of the Vice-President for Finance and Administration search. Stephen Golding participated in an on-campus visit during the week of May 24. We are still in the process of reviewing his candidacy.

Benoit then stated that, as this is the last Faculty Senate meeting of the academic year, she wanted to thank Faculty Senate for the work that they have done this year. She has enjoyed working with members of Senate during the year and has been grateful for the contributions that each of the Senators has made. She also thanked Senate for their patience. She has appreciated their willingness to help her learn about the university, the role of the Senate, and the responsibilities of her position. One of the things that she has been most struck by during the course of her first year here is the quality of the faculty and their deep-seated passion for this place. She feels very fortunate in being able to be able to work with such a dedicated and talented group of scholar-teachers.

Questions were invited. Boyd asked if data were available on in-state vs. out-of-state admissions. Benoit said she would check on that. Chris Bartone asked if Concur is hindering us. Benoit stated that they are working on issues in Concur and are attempting to find ways to make it more user-friendly. Ken Hicks asked why admissions are down. Benoit replied that last year the numbers were very high which was unusual. Also, the trends are changing and applicants are now applying to fewer schools. Joe Slade stated that committees he is on would like to work more closely with OIT in order to advance faculty concerns and make recommendations regarding modifications and to work more closely regarding the budget. Scott Titsworth expressed frustration regarding the policies and procedures regarding Concur, which seem to change quickly and without warning. Benoit said the advisory board should provide feedback for that. Chris Bartone asked if there is a representative for Centers and Institutes on the advisory board. Benoit stated no, we cannot have every individual group represented on the advisory board because it would then be too large to function effectively. Bernhard Debatin pointed out the policies regarding private credit card information being required for reimbursement of expenses is a concern. Benoit said that is currently under review. 
II. Roll Call and Approval of the April 19, 2010 Minutes

A quorum was present. No minutes of previous meetings were presented for approval.
III. Chair's Report – Joe McLaughlin


• McLaughlin announced that Board of Trustees Chair Perry would not be at the meeting tonight and can’t come to Faculty Senate until October. 


• Assignments for Faculty Senate committees will be mailed when they are completed. In general, continuing Senators will stay on a committee if that is their first choice. He will try to give everyone their first choice if possible, but Senators may receive their second choice if the positions on a first-choice committee have been filled. 


• Standing committee assignments will be completed next. Volunteers are still coming in.


• In the College of Business, Frost has resigned, and Bonnie Roach is filling in. In Arts and Sciences Charlene Kalenkoski is on leave for fall quarter and Steve Patterson is filling in for her. If any Senators will be gone for a meeting, please let us know so we can get an alternate.

• The UCC has the first two OCEAN binders on the agenda for possible approval at tomorrow’s meeting. 

•There has been no negative feedback to having the final Senate meeting of the year the Monday before graduation, so that will continue next year.


• Outgoing Senators were thanked and applauded. All may vote tonight.
• Upcoming Senate Meeting: September 20, 2010. 7:10 p.m., Walter Hall 235
IV. Educational Policy & Student Affairs Committee (EPSA)—Allyn Reilly

• Resolution to Change Full-Time Status for Undergraduates—Second Reading and Vote
The parenthetical phrase has been added and the footnote has been removed. The committee moved to accept and the motion passed unanimously.
• Resolution on Undergraduate Probation Policy—Second Reading and Vote

The language has been changed slightly. The preamble and whereas are the same, but the chart has had the last line, which referred to seniors, deleted. Reilly presented a chart that compared the effects of proposed policy to the effects of old policy. The committee moved to accept and the motion passed unanimously.

• Resolution on Retakeable/Repeatable Courses-Second Reading and Vote
Individual courses can state number of accumulative hours that will be the cutoff or students may be pink-slipped into a course. The footnote was stricken. The committee moved to accept and the motion passed unanimously.
· Reilly thanked the committee members for their work this year. Joe McLaughlin announced that meetings are being held at least monthly with the registrar’s office and PeopleSoft to work on our policies and their implementation and to let Joe of David Thomas or Allyn Reilly any concerns regarding implementation.
V. Promotion and Tenure Committee (P&T)—Joe Slade for Pete Coschigano

• Resolution on Addressing Interdisciplinary Concerns in P&T Guidelines—Second Reading & Vote

Jerry Miller presented revisions made as a result of the discussion at the last Senate meeting. John Gilliom suggested changing the working to P&T evaluations rather than merit evaluations, but Jerry said that they mean both evaluation processes, so the wording was changed to include both. The committee moved to accept and the motion passed unanimously.

• Resolution on Promotion and Tenure Guidelines—Second Reading and Vote
             This resolution is largely to address the insufficient paper trail. No extra requirements have been added. The committee moved to accept and the motion passed unanimously. 

VI. Professional Relations Committee (PRC)—Sherrie Gradin

• Resolution on Appropriate Creation of Academic Units—Second Reading and Vote
            References to the Walter and Patton Centers were removed. The committee added a policy number regarding the creation of centers and institutes and added that CRSCA and the EVPP must approve. The committee moved to accept and the motion passed unanimously.
• Resolution on Senate Representation for Voinovich School—Second Reading and Vote
            This resolution needs a 2/3 vote of the Senate to pass, and then it must be presented to the faculty for a vote because this change is to the Constitution of the Faculty Senate. Joe McLaughlin explained that this will be looked at closely over the summer so that the proper procedure is followed and the vote is done in a format acceptable to faculty. 

David Ingram  read a statement in opposition to this resolution. It stated that the Faculty Senate Chair should appoint a senator. The way the school was determined was ill-advised. The faculty should be affiliated with an existing college. The faculty will lose control if this resolution passes. He urged all to appose this resolution. Casebolt asked if this would get rid of the school and the answer was no, it would not. Gradin stated that with the headway we have made it is unlikely that something like this will happen again. Eister agreed and stated that they are looking forward to the future. Franklin followed-up and said the faculty are now doing what her college does and should be represented. Hicks stated that her respected Ingram but that the faculty need to be represented by a represented in their planning unit. Bartone asked if a faculty-at-large representative had been discussed. Gradin answered that it doesn’t give fair representation and we shouldn’t abandon the intent of the Handbook regarding representation. Helaine pointed out that the language is very clear and that we now have 7 faculty members without representation. Joe McLaughlin stated that things are different now than when the school was formed and there is a better understanding of the issue. Coski asked if the previous resolution will prevent it again? The answer was that it probably would. Patterson pointed out that the dean’s understand this. Ingram said he doesn’t understand the term “dean’s equivalent.” Gradin explained and added that we will have other innovative structures in the future that will need to dealt with. Helaine suggested making sure they are always associated with a college in the future. Gradin added that there are consistencies and the committee is aware of them. There is method to their madness. Slade said we want to pull these people in and not make them a “rogue unit.” Gradin agreed and said we need to enfranchise and not disenfranchise. Boyd said what signal it would send if we didn’t pass the resolution. 

The senator would not be elected until the referendum has been completed. This would probably happen in the fall. There are 7 Group 1 faculty and 6 with joint appointments. Group 2 are already represented. Ammarell asked the rationale for the number of senators proposed. Gradin said that without that change someone would lose a senator. She reminded everyone that we must vote again to change the number of representatives can be raised again. Franklin added that if we are to be a representative body, everyone must be represented. Bolin ended with the statement that the Voinovich School is a college-like structure that needs representation.
The committee moved to accept. Paper ballots were distributed and the vote was: Yes-33, No-5, and Abstentions-2. The motion passed with a 2/3 majority. We will move forward about getting approval from the faculty. Joe McLaughlin asked for everyone to let him know what they think of voting electronically.
• Resolution to Update Handbook on Professional Ethics Committees—Second Reading and Vote

No changes have been made but the footnotes have been reordered. Thomas stated that ethics committees usually have odd numbers since split decisions go to the PRC, and suggested an odd number of members instead of even. Gradin stated that if there was a split vote, it should go to the PRC for further review. The committee moved to accept and the motion passed unanimously.
VII. Finance and Facilities Committee (F&F)—Scott Titsworth

• Resolution on Intercollegiate Athletic Funding Sustainability—Second Reading and Vote
Slade asked if the Chancellor would receive a copy of this and Scott Titsworth said he would. A discussion ensued regarding the NCAA role vs. conferences’ roles in the problem Hicks said it’s stated that athletics increases visibility. Today the EVPP stated the applications are down. I see no evidence of athletics helping us. The committee moved to accept and the motion passed unanimously.
Scott Titsworth thanked the committee members for their work.
VIII. New Business

            Joe McLaughlin thanked everyone and stated, for Rudy (who is not present): The sun is till shining!
X. Adjournment


Patterson made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Gradin seconded, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:46.
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