French 211

Intermediate French:  Focus on the environment and issues of sustainability

Call # 03286, MTThF 1:10-2:00, Gordy 209

Fall 2008

Instructor:  Dr. Fred Toner

Office:  283 Gordy

Contact:  593-2765, toner@ohio.edu
REQUIRED TEXTS:

Mitschke, Cherie.  Imaginez: le français sans frontières.  Vista Higher Learning, 2008.

+ Student Activities Manual
It is essential you own a copy of this textbook and workbook since the purchase price includes an access code to the textbook Supersite.  You will have to complete many activities on the Supersite for class.

GRADE BREAKDOWN:

Homework:  20%

Le Carnet vert:  20%

Presentations:  20%

Exams:  25%

Final Exam:  15%

This is what you need to do in order to get a grade for each of the above components:

Homework:  The more time you spend doing exercises and practicing French, the more progress you will make.  Homework includes four types of assignments:

1)  Each chapter in your Student Activities Manual includes written exercises corresponding to material presented in your textbook.  Some of these exercises corresponding to vocabulary or grammar have an answer key.  These exercises are intended to help you check whether you master the material.  First, you should do these exercises, then go to the answer key and correct your answers whenever necessary.  Correct your answers with a pen of a different color, so I can see the difference between before and after corrections.  You get credit for doing these exercises, not for the number of correct answers.  Of course, your goal should be to test yourself when you have spent some time learning the corresponding vocabulary or grammatical structures.

2)  The Imaginez Supersite gives you extra opportunities for practicing vocabulary, grammatical structures, or comprehension.  The exercises available offer the opportunity to make corrections, and also give you a test result.  Not all these test results will “count” but they give you a tool to measure how well you master the material.

3)  To help you better comprehend and pronounce French, it is essential that you spend time outside the classroom both listening to, and speaking French.  Imaginez allows you to practice listening and speaking skills on your own time, at your own speed.  In order to be successful, you should practice as often as possible, and repeatedly, as we go through the chapters.  You will have many opportunities to practice in class, but you should practice outside class frequently, either on your own, or in small groups.  Some of the activities you will do are included in your Student Activities Manual, starting on page 101 for the listening sections.
4)  Occasionally, some sections of grammar may require more time than others and you may need extra practice to master the material.  Throughout the quarter, I will prepare specific exercises as needed.  These exercises will have to be turned in for credit.

Le Carnet vert:  You will be given a number of tasks that center on issues relating to the environment and sustainability.  These assignments range from answering questions on reading assignments to recording your thoughts on an environmental problem.  Your responses will require both analytical skills and creativity.  These assignments will be saved in your Carnet vert (“Green Notebook”) and may be collected at any time during the quarter.

Presentations:  There are two required presentations, each counting 10% of your class grade.  Both are to be entirely in French (bien sûr!).  The first is a team presentation centering on a public service campaign (focusing on an environmental challenge).  The second is a partner presentation demonstrating “how to” improve the environment.  You will film the second presentation and submit an electronic file by the due date.  More information concerning the presentations and a grading grid to help you prepare will be distributed early in the quarter.
Participation:  This grade will cover my evaluation of your participation for the days between exams.  You have to be prepared for the activities listed on your syllabus for the day.  Your grade will be based on your willingness to participate as well as your progress throughout class.  Enthusiasm is rewarded; effort is expected.  Remember, you set the tone for the class.

Attendance:  There is no independent grade for this section but it is very important.  Regular attendance is required.  You have 3 absences allowed.  These are to be used for emergencies or sick days.  After 3 absences your participation grade will be lowered.  If you have 8 absences, you will receive an F for the course.

During class, cell phones, I-pods and similar devices have to be turned off and put away.

Exams and Final Exam:  I will not give make-up exams unless you have an official excuse from the University.  There is no rescheduling of the final exam for matters of personal convenience.  Plan ahead, the final exam will take place on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, AT 4:40 P.M. (room to be announced later).

Graduate Students:  Graduate students enrolled under the 511-12-13 sequence of courses will receive CR on their transcripts if they have earned a B average or above.  Anything below a B (B-, C+, etc.) will appear as a letter grade.

EMPLOI DU TEMPS*

*All activities are to be prepared for the day they appear on the syllabus.

1ère semaine :  Leçon 1

8 septembre

Introduction au cours.




Fiche de grammaire 1-4, page 390.  Mise en pratique 391.

9 septembre

Les relations personnelles 4.  Mise en pratique 5.




Structures :  spelling change verbs 18-19.  Mise en pratique 20.

11 septembre

Court métrage : préparation 6-7




« Le Télégramme » 

12 septembre

Court métrage :  Analyse 10-11.

Fiche de grammaire 1.5 : the imperative 392.  Mise en pratique 393.

2ème semaine :  Leçon 1

15 septembre

Le Carnet Vert :  Expérience scientifique

16 septembre

The irregular verbs être, avoir, faire, and aller 22-23.  




Mise en pratique 24




Culture :  préparation 31

18 septembre

Forming questions 26-27




Mise en pratique 28




Culture :  Les francophones d’Amérique 33, Analyse 34

19 septembre

Structures : Synthèse 30




Pratique vocabulaire :  Les relations personnelles 39




Littérature :  préparation 35

3ème semaine :  Leçon 1 (Examen), Leçon 2

22 septembre

Littérature :  Le Pont Mirabeau 36-37, Analyse 38

23 septembre

Examen I

25 septembre

Lisez les paroles de la chanson « Respire » chantée par Mickey 3D http://www.paroles.net/chanson/52485.1 et répondez aux questions : 

Vocabulaire :  En ville 42.




Mise en pratique 43

26 septembre

« Respire » (2) : Carnet Vert

Structures :  Reflexive and reciprocal verbs 56-57

4ième semaine :  Leçon 2

29 septembre

Toxic Planet : Espèce menacée (1) 

Communication 59




Préparation 44.  Vocabulaire, exercice 1




Court métrage :  Scènes page 47




Nouns and Articles 394.




Mise en pratique 395

30 septembre

Court métrage :  J’attendrai le suivant.




Analyse 48, exercices 1, 2




Il est / C’est 396




Mise en pratique 397

2 octobre

Structures :  Descriptive adjectives and adjective agreement 60-61




Mise en pratique 62




Court métrage :  5, 6 (page 49)

3 octobre

Communication 63




Le Carnet Vert :  La forêt

5ième semaine :  Leçon 2

6 octobre

Structures :  Adverbs 64-65




Mise en pratique 66




Communication 67

7 octobre

Synthèse 68




Le Carnet Vert

9 octobre

Littérature :  mai 68.  Analyse 76.

10 octobre

Examen II

6ième semaine :  Leçon 3

13 octobre

Vocabulaire :  L’univers médiatique 80




Mise en pratique 81, ex. 2, 3

14 octobre

Court métrage :  Emilie Muller.  Analyse 1, 2, 3

16 octobre

The passé composé with avoir 94-95. 




Mise en pratique 96




Communication 97




Past participle agreement 408

17 octobre

The passé composé with être 98-99




Mise en pratique 100




Communication 101




Past participle agreement.  Mise en pratique 1, page 409

7ième semaine :  Leçon 3

20 octobre

The imparfait :  formation and uses 400




Mise en pratique 401




Le Carnet Vert

21 octobre

The passé composé vs. The imparfait 102-103.




Mise en pratique 104, ex. 2

23 octobre

Communication 105, ex. 4, 5

24 octobre

Culture :  Aux arbres, citoyens ! 109.  Analyse 110, ex. 1, 2

8ième semaine :  Leçon 3, Leçon 4

27 octobre

Le Carnet Vert

28 octobre

Synthèse 106




Possessive Adjectives 398.  




Mise en pratique 399

30 octobre

Examen III



31 octobre

Pour commencer 118




Mise en pratique 1, 2, page 119

9ième semaine :  Leçon 4

3 novembre

Structures :  Le plus-que-parfait 132-33




Mise en pratique 1, 2, 3, page 134

4 novembre

Negation and indefinite adjectives and pronouns 136-37




Mise en pratique 1, 2, page 138

6 novembre

Culture :  Préparation 145




Communication 4, page 139




Irregular –ir verbs 140-141




Mise en pratique 142

7 novembre

Le Carnet Vert




Mise en pratique 1, 2, 3, page 142




Communication 4, page 143

10ième semaine :  Leçon 4

10 novembre

Carnet Vert

11 novembre

No class (Veterans Day)

13 novembre

Révision

14 novembre

Révision

20 novembre

EXAMEN FINAL  (16H40)


