COMS 450

Meaningful Places

Fall 2008
Roger Aden

Lasher 205

593-4822

aden@ohio.edu

Office Hours: TuTh 9:15-10 & 1-2, and by appointment
Texts: All course resources are available on the course Blackboard site. Assigned readings are found under the “Readings” button on the Blackboard site.

Course Description
This course is designed to enhance your awareness of the communicative dimensions of the meaningful places that surround you. To do so, you will read, think, write, and discuss in ways that stretch—and perhaps re-orient—your ways of thinking about the world around you. You will read some difficult material in this course. I don’t expect you to understand every word, but I do expect you not to be satisfied with “kind of getting it” and I do not expect you to simply give up. In return, I promise that I will use class time to work through difficult concepts and I will also be available for individual discussions before/after/outside of class.

Course Objectives
At the end of the quarter you should:

1) understand how meanings are communicated in/by/about places
2) be familiar with the many scholarly methods available to understanding how places communicate meanings
3) recognize how the same place may have different meanings for different people

4) have developed an ability to suggest ways of dealing with conflicting meanings of places

5) complete a scholarly research project which highlights your understanding of items 1-4 regarding a meaningful place on the OU campus
Attendance
If you miss a day in which a graded assignment is due, you will receive zero points for the assignment unless your absence can be excused. You will not earn points that your team earned if you are not present on that day. Excused absences include: (1) illness (I'll need your doctor's name to verify your visit; if you don't see a doctor, I assume you're healthy enough to attend class); (2) university function (university official's note required); or, (3) family emergency (note from parent/guardian required). *In addition, you should notify me in advance of your absence with either a phone call to our office (I have voice mail that records time and date) or an email. Do not expect to have an opportunity to turn in something late unless you (1) have a valid reason for missing class and (2) notify me before class of your impending absence. 
Incompletes

I will not give incompletes except in exceptional circumstances.

Academic Honesty
If you plagiarize in a written assignment, forge excuses for missed assignments, or cheat on an exam or paper (i.e., making up quotes on any project writing), you get an F for the course.  Plagiarism includes using the words of others without attribution and/or quotation marks. See the document on the Blackboard course site for more details.
Policies
Things I wish I didn’t have to say . . .

1. Carry your weight—you will work in teams on a final project in this course; thus, you have obligations and responsibilities to fulfill to your partner. If a team member is not fulfilling their responsibilities, you have an obligation to constructively communicate with your partner. This communication should be noted with me. If a team member continues to function poorly, the other team member will inform me and I will then visit with the team member in question. If problems continue, I reserve the right to deduct points from the team member’s course total. 

2. Respect others—in addition to the previous item, which in itself suggests the need to respect others, I expect you not to disrupt the learning of your peers. The following practices—among others—could cause such disruption: a ringing (or singing) cell phone (if the call is more important than class, then don’t come to class); side conversations (you can always share these with your peers if the conversations are that important); noisily coming in late to class. 

3. Be a presence, not just present—if you’re going to be here physically, then you might as well be here mentally, too. Make your presence felt with thoughtful questions and comments. If you want to do the crossword in The Post or text your friends, then feel free to do so…somewhere else. 

4. Be responsible for what you miss—should you miss a class period, whether excused or not, the responsibility for discovering what you missed is yours not mine. The readings and assignments are all noted in this syllabus.
Grading

Up to 260 points may be earned in this class. You may keep track of your points using the Blackboard site (where I will be posting grades). At the end of the quarter, the points you have earned will be divided by 260 to calculate a percentage of points earned during the quarter. That percentage will translate into these final grades:

93-100%
A
      83-86%
B
73-76%

C          63-66%

D

90-92%

A-
      80-82%
B-         70-72%

C-         60-62%

D-

87-89%

B+
      77-79%
C+        67-69%

D+
   0-59%
F

Please see the Blackboard site for an explanation of how letter grades are assigned in conjunction with the quality of the work evaluated. All written work handed in must be typed, double-spaced, and well written to earn above average points.

On Earning and Losing Points
On every assignment, a student begins with zero points and earns points based upon the quality of their work. In other words, no one begins with a perfect score and then “loses” points based upon what they did not do. That said, students MAY lose points on an assignment if they do not adhere to the “do unto others” rule: when a classmate is speaking, treat the speaker like you would wish to be treated when you speak. So, do not look at your notes for your presentation in this class during another student’s presentation, study for an exam or complete an assignment for another class, put your head down to nap, etc., or you’ll receive a note from me indicating how many points you have lost on your presentation.

Assignments

Reflections—at three points in the first half of the quarter, students will write 1-2 page reflection papers in which they connect course material to experiences from their lives. Due on Days Sep. 16, Sep. 25, & Oct. 2.  10 points possible on each paper
Sep. 16—an explanation of how an important place in your life communicates meanings
Sep. 25—an explanation of how an important place in your life communicates a particular “sense of place”
Oct. 2—an explanation of your cognitive map for a place to which you are attached
Proposal—in preparation for the Chapter Writing project (see below), each two-person team will develop a 2-3 page proposal for studying a meaningful place on the OU campus. Using the course material from Oct. 7, 9 & 14—as well as the class discussion on Oct. 16—outline the research methods that you think hold promise for the meaningful place your team wishes to analyze. Be sure to explain why you believe each method you identify will be useful. Due on Oct. 21.  30 points possible 

Solutions—on two of the four days in which we study conflicts about the meanings of places, write a 2-page paper which outlines how you believe one of the conflicts identified in the readings for the day could/should have been handled. Take the role of a consultant brought in to deal with the conflict and, using your knowledge of the course material, offer a plan for handling the conflict. Oct. 23, 28, 30, & Nov. 4 are possible due dates. 25 points possible on each paper
Chapter Writing
You will work with one other student on a research team. Each team will have its own section on the Blackboard course site. You will also be able to use some class time for short team meetings. Your team will work to develop an instructor-approved project (using the Proposal assignment above) that culminates in a words-and-images document which provides insight into the meanings of a place on the OU campus. These projects will serve as chapters in a professional publication produced by OU’s Office of Printing and Graphic Services. Course papers due on Thursday, Nov. 20. NOTE: Papers completed for the class are not guaranteed publication as chapter; the instructor may request revisions/edits of the final paper (deadline for an acceptable chapter for publication is Jan. 15). Each student whose work is published will receive a copy of the completed publication. 
Preliminary Report—a fill-in-the-blanks assignment that explains the ideas you will illustrate in your final project. Please follow the model posted on the Blackboard site. Due Nov. 4.  20 points possible 

Chapter Paper—a document in which your team outlines its insights into the meanings of a place on the OU campus. This document should include words and images; at least 10 of the no more than 20 pages of the document should include words. This document should follow APA style requirements. Documents will be graded on the following criteria: (1) quality of writing; (2) quality of images; (3) insights into the following dimensions of the meanings of the place: its physical features, how people interact with/in it, and how it communicates different meanings to different people. Due Nov. 20. 100 points possible   

Project Presentation—a 10-15 minute oral presentation in which you outline the process used to develop your insights. Presentation grading criteria: (1) clarity of process and themes; (2) vividness of illustrating/supporting material; (3) dynamism/energy; (4) completed within time. Due Nov. 20.  30 points possible 
A note on writing: all work should be double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, with 1 inch margins, and follow APA style.
Calendar

Tu
Sep. 9
 
Overview—Developing a Spatial Orientation

Th
Sep. 11
Communication and Place

Carbaugh, D. (1996). Naturalizing communication and culture. In J. G. Cantrill & C. L. Oravec (Eds.), The symbolic earth: Discourse and our creation of the environment (38-57). Lexington, KY: University Press of Kentucky.

Lippard, L. (1997). Excerpt from: The lure of the local: Senses of place in a multicentered society (4-20). New York: The New Press.

Tu
Sep. 16
Meanings in Social Places

Procter, D. E. (1995). Placing Lincoln and Mitchell counties. Communication Studies, 46, 222-233.
Philipsen, G. (1976). Places for speaking in Teamsterville. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 62, 15-25.

Reflection Paper One due

Th
Sep. 18
Listening to Places 
Tuan, Y. F. (1991). Language and the making of place: A narrative-descriptive approach. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 81, 684-696.
Carbaugh, D. (1999). “Just listen”: “Listening” and landscape among the Blackfeet. Western Journal of Communication, 63, 250-270.
Tu
Sep. 23
Stories of Places 

Bird, S. E. (2002). It makes sense to us: Cultural identity in local legends of place. Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, 31, 519-547.

Basso, K. (1996). Excerpt from: Wisdom sits in places: Landscape and language among the Western Apache. Albuquerque, NM: University of New Mexico Press. 

Th
Sep. 25
Understanding “A Sense of Place”

Casey, E. S. (1996). How to get from space to place in a fairly short stretch of time: Phenomenological prolegomena.  In S. Feld & K. H. Basso (Eds.), Senses of place (13-52).  Santa Fe, NM: School of American Research Press.
Hiss, T. (1990). Excerpt from: The experience of place (3-26). New York: Knopf.

Reflection Paper Two due

Tu
Sep. 30
Place Attachment

Low, S. M., & Altman, I. (1992). Place attachment: A conceptual inquiry. In I. Altman & S. M. Low (Eds.), Place attachment (1-12). New York: Plenum Press.

Brown, B. B., & Perkins, D. D. (1992). Disruptions in place attachment. In I. Altman & S. M. Low (Eds.), Place attachment (279-304). New York: Plenum Press.

Th
Oct. 2

Cognitive Maps
Downs, R. M., & Stea, D. (1977). Excerpt from: Maps in mind: Reflections on cognitive mapping. NY: Harper and Row.

Matei, S. A., & Ball-Rokeach, S. (2005). Watts, the 1965 Los Angeles riots, and the communicative construction of the fear epicenter of Los Angeles. Communication Monographs, 72, 301-323.

Reflection Paper Three due

Tu
Oct. 7

Interpreting Landscape
Schein, R. H. (1997). The place of landscape: A conceptual framework for interpreting an American scene. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 87, 660-680.
Duncan, J., & Duncan, N. (1988). (Re)reading the landscape. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 6, 117-126.

Th
Oct. 9

Studying People, Places, & Meanings, Part I
Ackerman, J. (2003). The space for rhetoric in everyday life. In M. Nystrand & J. Duffy (Eds.), Towards a rhetoric of everyday life: New directions in research on writing, text, and discourse (84-117). Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press.
Katriel, T. (1994). Sites of memory: Discourses of the past in Israeli pioneering settlement museums. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 80, 1-20. 

Tu
Oct. 14
Studying People, Places, & Meanings, Part II
Brown, G., & Raymond, C. (2007). The relationship between place attachment and landscape values: Toward mapping place attachment. Applied Geography, 27, 89-111.

Beckley, T. M., Stedman, R. C., Wallace, S. M., & Ambard, M. (2007). Snapshots of what matters most: Using resident-employed photography to articulate attachment to place. Society & Natural Resources, 20, 913-929.
Th
Oct. 16
Finding Meanings in Places on OU’s Campus
Discussion of how to study the meanings of places in general and on the
 OU campus in particular.
Tu
Oct. 21
Discuss & Refine Research Plans

Proposal due
Th
Oct. 23
Meanings of Places in Conflict: Names

Berg, L. D., & Kearns, R. A. (1996). Naming as norming: “Race,” gender, and the identity politics of naming places in Aotearoa/New Zealand. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 14, 99-122.
Alderman, D. H. (2002). Street names as memorial arenas: The reputational politics of commemorating Martin Luther King Jr. in a Georgia county. Historical Geography, 29, 99-120.



Herman, R. D. K. (1999). The Aloha state: Place names and the anti-conquest of Hawai’i. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 89, 76-102.
Solution Paper may be turned in 

Tu
Oct. 28
Meanings of Places in Conflict: Nature

Carbaugh, D., & Rudnick, L. (2006). Which place, what story? Cultural discourses at the border of the Blackfeet reservation and Glacier National Park. Great Plains Quarterly, 26, 167-184.
Davenport, M. A., & Anderson, D. H. (2005). Getting from sense of place to place-based management: An interpretive investigation of place meanings and perceptions of landscape change. Society and Natural Resources, 18, 625-641.

Solution Paper may be turned in 

Th
Oct. 30
Meanings of Places in Conflict: Built Places

Carbaugh, D. (1996). Excerpt from: Situating selves: The communication of social identities in American scenes (155-190). Albany, NY: SUNY Press.
Tonn, M. B., Endress, V. A., & Diamond, J. N. (1993). Hunting and heritage on trial in Maine: A dramatistic debate over tragedy, tradition, and territory. Quarterly Journal of Speech, 79, 165-181.

Solution Paper may be turned in 

Tu
Nov. 4

Meanings of Places in Conflict: Memory Sites

Wagner-Pacifici, R., & Schwartz, B. (1991). The Vietnam Veterans Memorial: Commemorating a difficult past. American Journal of Sociology, 97, 376-420.
Bogart, M. H. (1999). Public space and public memory in New York’s City Hall Park. Journal of Urban History, 25, 226-257.
Solution Paper may be turned in 

Preliminary Reports on Chapter Writing 
Th
Nov. 6 & 13 
Workshops on Chapter Writing Projects
Discussion and development of preliminary reports into final projects

Th
Nov.  20 @ 2:30 pm
Presentations of Projects




Final Papers due
