
History of the African American Worker, AAS 225

Department of African American Studies

Ohio University
Instructor:
Dr. Robin Dearmon Jenkins
Email Address:            dearmon@ohio.edu 
Historically African American workers, from enslavement through the post-industrial age, have been seen through the lenses of their community institutions, their social movements, and the work culture they help to create.  This course will build on those historical analyses while incorporating the role of the environment, especially the role of environmental justice movement, in shaping many aspects of the African American working-class experiences.  This course will examine the transformation of African-American workers from the post-Civil War period through the late twentieth century.  African American workers and their community organizations played an integral role in shaping the American working class experience from the industrial period through post-industrial period of U.S. history.  We will analyze the changing relationship between capital and labor, evaluating the shifting meanings of “owners” and “workers” over time.  Through the lenses of race, gender, sexuality, the environment we will also analyze cultural and political developments particularly in urban landscapes.

Grading

Class attendance and participation (20%)

Quizzes (20%)

Two community interviews (20%)


Write a summary of two interviews you will conduct with African Americans who have experience in any industry or field of employment in which the working conditions and/or political culture was affected by environmental issues.  This leaves a lot of room to work with!  However, the student and instructor will meet regularly throughout the quarter to discuss identifying the interviewees, designing interview questions, and summarizing the interview in writing.

            Annotated bibliography  (20%)
Select ten recent articles (published within the last 5 years) from academic journals; only peer-reviewed journals are acceptable.  Annotations should briefly summarize the main arugment of the article, evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of it, and reflect on how broad or narrow the potential audience for this article is.  Annotated bibliographies must conform to the format and other instructions below for full credit.

Final Exam (20%)

Required Texts:

(1) Reader - Available at Grade A Notes containing the following chapters/articles:

““Ain’t Nobody Here but Us Chickens”:  the Class Origins of Rock ‘N Roll” by George Lipsitz, ch. 13 in his book Rainbow at Midnight (1994)

“Federal Subsidy and the Suburban Dream: How Washington changed the American Housing Market,” ch. 11 by Kenneth Jackson in his book Crabgrass Frontier (1985)

Introduction from The Principles of Sustainability by Simon Dresner

“Reorganizing the Labor Market,” ch. 7 by Michael Katz in his book In the Shadow of the Poorhouse: a Social History of Welfare in America (1996 edition, 1984)

“The Window of Opportunity: Black Work in Industrial Los Angeles, 1941-1964,” by Josh Sides in his book L.A. City Limits (2003)

(2) Books

Tera Hunter, To ‘Joy My Freedom

Paperback, ISBN 0674893085

Ernest Obadele-Starks, Black Unionism in the Industrial South

Hardback, ISBN 0890969124

Scott Reynolds Nelson, Steel Drivin’ Man
Hardback, ISBN 0195300106

Bibliography Assignment due Thursday, Feb. 15

Complete a bibliography of scholarly articles all published within the past 5 years dealing with African American labor history in the 20th-century.  Your bibliography must have at least 15 but not more than 25 articles; articles must be from scholarly journals of history, sociology, economics, and/or literature.  Internet sources (websites, blogs, etc.) are not acceptable and will result in a failing grade for the assignment.  The Chicago Manual of Style format is the only accepted citation style for this course.
On the Alden library's home page, under the heading "Citation Style Guides" you 

will find an informational how-to:

<http://www.library.ohiou.edu/find/index.html>

"Chicago Manuel of Style Website": Several online sources specifically 

for the Chicago style: http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
Check this out on the same page under "Quick Guide": 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
Another tool offered, is the "Citation Builder (APA,CBE, and MLA)" 

to help generate a citation.

http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/lobo2/citationbuilder/citationbuilder.php
Week One: Introduction to the course: Race, work, and the environment

Distribute and review syllabi; introduce some labor terminology; situate African American experience for historical study and research; relationship between working conditions and the environment.

Read: Introduction from The Principles of Sustainability by Simon Dresner

“Reorganizing the Labor Market,” ch. 7 by Michael Katz in his book In the Shadow of the Poorhouse: a Social History of Welfare in America (1996 edition, 1984)

Week Two: Defining the African American working class

Read: Nelson, Ch. 1 and Hunter, Ch. 1 for Tuesday.


Quiz on Thursday

Week Three: Black Workers, Migration and Community

 
Read: Hunter, Chs. 2 and 3 for Tuesday.


Read: Nelson, Chs. 2 and 3 for Thursday.

Week Four: Segregation and Working-Class Organizations

Read: Hunter, Chs. 4 and 5 for Tuesday.

Read: Nelson Chs. 4 and 5 for Thursday.

Week Five: African Americans and 20thCentury Unionism

Read: Hunter, Ch. 6; Nelson, Ch. 6 for Tuesday; Obadele-Starks chs. 1-2.

Draft of  Bibliography DUE on Thursday

Week Six: Challenging Racial and Sexual Boundaries at Work

Read: Hunter, Chs. 9 and 10 


First interview due

Week Seven: “Race” and Consumer Culture

 Read: Hunter, Chs. 7 and 8 for Tuesday.

Bibliography due 
Week Eight: Changing Role of the State in African American Workers’ Activism: 
Read: Nelson, Chs. 7 and 8 for Tuesday.


Final meeting with instructor concerning second interview

Week Nine: Black Workers and World War II

Read: ““Ain’t Nobody Here but Us Chickens”:  the Class Origins of Rock ‘N Roll” by George Lipsitz, ch. 13 in his book Rainbow at Midnight (1994)

“Federal Subsidy and the Suburban Dream: How Washington changed the American Housing Market,” ch. 11 by Kenneth Jackson in his book Crabgrass Frontier (1985)

Week Ten:The impact of reconversion, Civil Rights and the Cold War

Read: “The Window of Opportunity: Black Work in Industrial Los Angeles, 1941-1964,” by Josh Sides in his book L.A. City Limits (2003)


Second interview and final draft of annotated bibliography due.
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