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ART 211: STUDIO CONCEPTS

Winter Qtr 2008

Professor Jim Fike

fike@ohio.edu
Office 207 Seigfred

HRS tues,thur 1-3


“Conceptual artists are mystics

 rather than rationalists.

They leap to conclusions that 

logic cannot reach.” –LeWitt

This course is an existential journey into the nature of art, ideas, and possibilities. In the early 1960’s art made a turn towards “conceptual” practice.  From this many movements and tactics emerged - minimalism, feminism, site specific art, performance, video art, installation, pop art and more recently post-studio practice, social sculpture, new media, community art and sustainability centered practice (just to name a few).  This course may hurt.  Everything you’ve learned about Art is quite possibly wrong. We’ll raze and rebuild, transform, in so doing find new contemporary forms, ideas, strategies, definitions. Rather than focus on a specific medium or technique this course is solely about ideas.  We’ll have a few assignments, sure, but the heart of this course is exercises, discussions, research and exposure to challenging and radical ideas.  To be successful in this class you need: great reading comprehension, a brain capable, nay, thrilled by abstract thought, an adventurous spirit and open mind, a stellar work ethic, passion, sensitivity, and spot on class participation.  Each assignment will have its own criterion for grading to be explained per assignment.  Class attendance is mandatory. If you miss more than four classes I’ll ask you to withdraw or take an “F”.  You’re allowed two unexcused absences and will receive a ½ letter grade off for each absence there after up to four.  Please take good care of this room, clean up your mess!  For the love of all things holy please no cell phones or laptops during class!  Please feel to stop by my office during office hours.  I’m happy to meet with you about your work or to discuss readings, films, or artists.

Well do Exercices like:


What’s the opposite of Art?


What’s the worst piece of art possible?


Art and Sustainability: a detective’s tale.


Nature and Creativity


Transformation begins at home: Work, Work, Work, Breath, Work… Poof!

And Assignments like:

Site Specific Art in Nature:  We’ll engage issues of sustainability, nature, society, context, unorthodox materials…

Collaboration:  Working together in small groups to create a production that is truly interdisciplinary.

Models of Impossibility: We’ll create a hypothetical piece, model or plan that is so mind blowing impossible that is inspires people to weep openly.

A self directed work of stunning magnitude and genius: this will be your final assignment it counts double so blow me away!

A few recommend reads:

Conceptual Art by Tony Godfrey

Postmodernism a Reader by Docherty

Minimalism by Meyer

Illuminating Video by Hall & Fifer

Installation Art in the New Millenium by Oliveira 

Lure of the Local by Lippard

