A Sense of the Senate Resolution on the Sustainability of Intercollegiate Athletics

Finance & Facilities Committee

Approved May 17, 2010

Whereas, Ohio University’s institutional subsidy of Intercollegiate Athletics was in excess of $14.5 Million in 2008 and $15 million in 2009;
 and

Whereas, data reported in an Inside Higher Education article showed that, in comparison to other FBS (formerly Division 1-A) universities, Ohio University’s Department of Intercollegiate Athletics receives the 4th highest subsidy (approximately 75.02% of the ICA budget) from the University Operating Budget.  In the top 21 programs for subsidy of Intercollegiate Athletics, 10 of those were Mid American Conference Schools;
 and

Whereas, data released in that report shows a substantial disparity in athletic department subsidy between major athletic conferences like the Big 10, Big 12, and SEC and “mid-major” conferences like the MAC and Mountain West; and

Whereas, revenue inequities between “major” athletic conferences and “mid-major” conferences place a greater funding strain on mid-major schools, like Ohio University, because of the proportionally greater subsidy required to maintain FBS status
; and

Whereas, a survey by the Knight Commission on Intercollegiate Athletics revealed that less than ¼ of college presidents at Division 1-A/FBS schools believe that intercollegiate Athletics, in current form, is sustainable
; and

Whereas, a failure to address unsustainable expenditures in intercollegiate athletics will contribute to economic hardships of member schools and diminish institutions’ abilities to prioritize academics; therefore

Be it resolved by the Ohio University Faculty Senate that the current funding model for intercollegiate athletics is incompatible with the academic mission of higher education institutions.

Be it further resolved that university Presidents and appropriate state and national government officials should seek rapid and meaningful alternatives to the current “arms race” approach to intercollegiate athletics funding, with the objective of meaningfully reducing institutional subsidy (including both operating budget and other revenue sources affiliated with the university) for ICA funding at all member schools.  Creative approaches to achieve this objective could include but should not be limited to:

· Salary caps for coaches and athletic administrators, weighted to reflect the size of the university.

· Revenue sharing between “major” and “mid-major” FBS conferences.

· The NCAA should reduce the required number of coaches, athletic scholarships or other cost-incurring requirements to maintain FBS status.

· Explore alternatives to the current organizing structure based on conference affiliations and NCAA.

Be it further resolved that the Chair of the Ohio University Faculty Senate will share this resolution with other officials who oversee institutional and educational policies including, but not limited to: Governor Ted Strickland of Ohio, Chancellor Eric Fingerhut of the University System of Ohio, President Roderick McDavis of Ohio University, Executive Vice President and Provost Pam Benoit of Ohio University, and the leaders of Faculty Senates at other Mid-American Conference schools.

� These values were calculated using information reported in the USA Today College Athletics Finance database: �HYPERLINK "http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/ncaa-finances.htm"�http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/ncaa-finances.htm�.  Institutional subsidy was 





� See “Sports Subsidies Soar” article in Inside Higher Education, January 19, 2010. The same data revealed that all but 4 of the FBS schools receive significant subsidy from university operating budgets.





� See Knight Commission report titled “College Sports 101: A Primer on Money, Athletics, and Higher Education in the 21st Century” available: http://www.knightcommission.org/images/pdfs/cs101.pdf





� See the Knight Commission report titled, “Quantitative and Qualitative Research with Football Bowl Subdivision University presidents on the Costs and Financing of Intercollegiate Athletics” available at: �HYPERLINK "http://www.knightcommissionmedia.org/images/President_Survey_FINAL.pdf"�http://www.knightcommissionmedia.org/images/President_Survey_FINAL.pdf�








