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HealtH access
The third Healthcare Needs Assessment Survey (ARHI III) included approximately 3,840 
adults from 9 Appalachian counties in Ohio – Belmont, Columbiana, Gallia, Harrison,  
Jefferson, Lawrence, Monroe, Muskingum, Noble – who responded to a telephone survey 
assessing the prevalence of certain chronic diseases and relevant risk factors.  Whenever 
possible, ARHI III findings were compared to state and national rates (Ohio and national 
2007 BRFSS, respectively), as well as national leading health indicators (Healthy People 
2010). 
More information about ARHI, the full ARHI III report (including standard errors and  
confidence intervals), and other short reports can be retrieved at:  
http://www.voinovichschool.ohio.edu/ARHIReports.aspx
Short reports are available for the following topics: Diabetes, Disease Prevalence, Factors 
Affecting Health Status, and Health Access.

Insurance coverage

Was there a time in the past 12 months when 
you needed to see a doctor but could not  
because of the cost?

• The Healthy People 2010 goal is to reduce  
the percent of families experiencing difficulties 
or delays in obtaining health care to  
7.0%. All ARHI III counties fail to meet this 
Healthy People 2010 goal.

• Across all ARHI III counties, 15.2% of residents 
were unable to afford to see a doctor when 
they needed to within the last year. This greatly 
exceeds the Healthy People 2010 goal of 7.0%.

• Across the ARHI III counties, the rate of  
residents unable to afford a doctor when it was 
necessary was as low as 12.3% in Belmont 
County and as high as 19.6% in Gallia County.

UNAble to AffoRd doctoR vISItS

Do you have any kind of health care  
insurance at this time?

• The Healthy People 2010 goal is for 100% of 
Americans to have health insurance coverage.

• The percentage of ARHI III county residents 
that are insured is 85.9%.

• Residents in ARHI III counties that are insured 
are primarily covered by commercial insurance 
(56.0%).

• Medicaid covered residents include all  
persons enrolled in Medicaid, including those 
who also have Medicare or additional  
commercial insurance. Medicare beneficiaries 
exclude those who also have Medicaid in  
order to avoid duplicate counts.

• Among the ARHI III counties, the rate of  
exclusive Medicare coverage is 7.8%; the  
rate of having Medicare and a commercial  
secondary insurer is 8.6%.

• Residents within the ARHI III counties are  
enrolled in Medicaid at a rate of 7.2%.

• Residents within the ARHI III counties are 
insured through the United States military at a 
rate of 2.0%.

• Insurance rates across ARHI III counties are  
as low as 83.9% in Noble County and as high 
as 88.0% in Belmont County.

ANNUAl deNtAl vISIt

how long has it been since you last visited a 
dentist or a dental clinic for any reason?

• The Healthy People 2010 goal is to increase 
the percentage of adults who have received  
an annual dental exam to 56.0%. All nine AHRI 
III counties have met this goal.

• Across the ARHI III counties, 69.5% of  
residents have seen a dentist within the  
last year. 

• Six out of the 9 ARHI III counties have residents 
that have never seen a dentist in their lifetimes 
(Belmont, Columbiana, Gallia, Jefferson,  
Lawrence, and Muskingum counties).

• Within the ARHI III counties, the rate of  
annual dental visits was as low as 59.1%  
in Noble County and as high as 72.9% in  
Belmont County.
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Data Comparisons
The 2007 Ohio and national Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System Survey (BRFSS) were employed for comparison 
purposes. The BRFSS is an annual telephone survey created by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 
administered in all fifty states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. Territories. BRFSS data are made available to the public
and can be retrieved from http://www.cdc.gov/BRFSS.

Leading health indicators from Healthy People 2010, a nationwide health promotion and disease prevention plan created  
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, were included as benchmarks whenever a relevant target goal could  
be applied. Goals and objectives for Healthy People 2010 can be retrieved at http://www.healthypeople.gov.
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by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services  
Administration, Office of Rural Health Policy.



Insurance status: employment prescrIptIon coverage

• Across all ARHI III residents, a little more than 
one third (37.5%) of those without health  
insurance coverage are unemployed.

• Among the ARHI III counties, students and 
employed individuals account for 27.0% of 
those without health insurance; with 13.5% of 
students and 13.5% of employed individuals 
being uninsured. 

Do you have one person you think of as your 
personal doctor or health care provider?

• The Healthy People 2010 goal is for 85.0% of 
Americans to have a single primary physician. 
None of the ARHI III counties are meeting this 
goal.

• Across all ARHI III counties, 80.2% of residents 
consider a single individual to be their primary 
physician

• Within the ARHI III counties, the rate of  
individuals with single primary physicians is  
as low as 73.9% in Lawrence County and as 
high as 83.9% in Columbiana County.

one prImary care pHysIcIan
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Insurance status: Income

• Across ARHI III counties, residents with  
household incomes between $15,000 and 
$24,999 have the lowest rates of insurance 
coverage (70.8%).

• The insurance coverage rate for households 
with annual incomes below $15,000 is 76.4%.

• Across income brackets within the ARHI III 
region, rates of uninsured individuals range 
between 29.2% (household incomes between 
$15,000 and $25,000) and 4.8% (household 
incomes above $75,000).

 Insured Not Insured

Less than $15,000 76.4% 23.6%

$15,000 to $24,00 70.8% 29.2%

$25,000 to $34,999 83.8% 16.2%

$35,000 to $49,000 90.5% 9.5%

$50,000 to $74,000 92.8% 7.2%

$75,000 or more 95.2% 4.8%

insurance coverage by income level

Do you have insurance that pays for at least 
part of your prescription cost?

• Across all ARHI III residents, most (82.0%) 
have partial to full prescription coverage.

• Harrison County (78.7%) has the lowest  
percentage of residents with partial or full  
prescription coverage, and Belmont  
County (86.0%) has the highest percentage  
of residents with partial or full prescription  
coverage.
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insurance coverage by employment status

 Insured Not Insured

Employed 86.5% 13.5%

Unemployed 62.5% 37.5%

Homemaker 89.2% 10.8%

Student 86.5% 13.5%

Retired 95.3% 4.7%

Unable to Work 91.2% 8.8%


