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Congratulations, Bobcats!

On behalf of the entire Ohio University community, | want to offer my sincerest
congratulations to you on reaching this significant milestone. You have accomplished
one of the most important goals of your life and are now ready to embark on a
journey filled with exciting challenges and new opportunities.

Today’s ceremony celebrates the culmination of your time as an OHIO student.
I am incredibly proud of all that you have achieved, and I hope you feel the same
sense of pride in yourself.

Throughout your time at OHIO, our faculty and staff have watched you grow,
overcome obstacles, and succeed. We are confident that the experiences you’ve
gained here have equipped you with the knowledge, skills, and professional
competencies necessary to follow your dreams. We also hope that your time at OHIO
has deepened your understanding of our shared humanity, while inspiring you to
appreciate and celebrate the differences that enrich our community.

As you graduate, you join a global network of almost 300,000 alumni across 150
countries — all committed to using their OHIO education to make a positive impact
in their communities and throughout the world.

Over the years, you will find that the memories of your time at Ohio University will
grow even more meaningful. As you reflect on how these friendships, experiences,
and challenges have shaped you as both a person and a professional, you will come
to fully appreciate what it means to be Forever OHIO.

You have left a lasting impression on this university, and I am confident that the
skills and connections you’ve made here will serve you well in the bright future that
lies ahead. You are now and forever a Bobcat!

With warm congratulations,
Lori Stewart Gonzalez, Ph.D.
President



So depart that daily
thou mayest better serve
thy fellowmen thy country

and thy God.

SPRING COMMENCEMENT LExercise

FRIDAY, MAY 2, 2025 - 9:30 A.M.

Presiding Officer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LoriStewart Gonzalez, Ph.D.
President
Prelude Ensemble . . . . . The OHIO Brass

Conducted by Dr Wzllam Talley, D M. A Asszstant Professor of Music, Director of Bands

Philip Wilfong, trumpet - Carver Whitson, trumpet - Caeley Hovanec, trumpet
Kyle Miller, trumpet « Rebecca Geddie, trumpet - Lindsay Eakins, horn - Eliza Gintert, horn
Jakob Baker, trombone - Noah Griffith, euphonium - Elijah Chaffins, tuba

Convening the 2025 Spring Commencement . . . . . . .MattEvans
Chalr Oth Umverszty Board of Trustees

AdvancementoftheColors . . . . . . . . . OhioUniversity Army and Air Force
Officer Training Corps Color Guard

The National Anthem . . . . . . . OhioUniversity Select Vocal Ensemble
Conducted by Dr Peter Haley, Assistant Professor of Instruction for Choral Music Education

Grace Brady, Alto - Daniel Davis, Tenor - Seth Kelly, Tenor - Seungkeun Oh, Bass
Alexandro Ramirez-Nagy, Bass - Paige Thomas, Soprano - Avery Vance, Alto - Zoe Vaughn, Soprano

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President Gonzalez

Commencement Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BrianJ Wisner, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Russ College of Engineering

Outstanding Graduate Faculty Member . . . . . . . . . . .Donald Leo, Ph.D.

Executwe Vice President and Provost
Presentation of HonoraryDegree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ProvostLeo
Conferralof Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Doctoral Degrees

Master’s Degrees

“Alma Mater,Ohio” . . . . . . . . . . . OhioUniversity Select Vocal Ensemble
Composed by Kenneth S. Clark, arranged by John Higgins

The audience is asked to stand for the singing of “Alma Mater, Ohio.”

Adjournment of the 2025 Commencement. . . . . . . . . . . .TrusteeEvans




SPRING COMMENCEMENT LExercise

SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2025 - 9:30 A.M.

Presiding Officer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LoriStewart Gonzalez, Ph.D.
President
Prelude Ensemble . . . . . The OHIO Brass

Conducted by Dr Wlllarn Talley, D M. A Asszstant Professor of Music, Director of Bands

Philip Wilfong, trumpet - Carver Whitson, trumpet - Caeley Hovanec, trumpet
Kyle Miller, trumpet - Rebecca Geddie, trumpet - Lindsay Eakins, horn - Eliza Gintert, horn
Jakob Baker, trombone - Noah Griffith, euphonium - Elijah Chaffins, tuba

Advancement of the Colors Ohio University Army and Air Force

Officer Training Corps Color Guard

Convening the 2024 Spring Commencement . . . . . . . .MattEvans
Chalr Ohlo University Board of Trustees

The National Anthem . . . . . . . Ohio University Select Vocal Ensemble
Conducted by Dr Peter Haley, Assistant Professor of Instruction for Choral Music Education

Grace Brady, Alto - Daniel Davis, Tenor - Seth Kelly, Tenor - Seungkeun Oh, Bass
Alexandro Ramirez-Nagy, Bass + Paige Thomas, Soprano - Avery Vance, Alto - Zoe Vaughn, Soprano

Ohio University American Sign Language Club
Advised by Lori Woods, Associate Professor of Instruction

Molly Taylor - Vince Burre - Reagan Carroll - Mary Harte - Morgan Briceland - Jordan Vandecar
Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PresidentGonzalez

StudentAddress. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Garrett Meek
Ohio University Student Trustee

Commencement Address. . . . . . . JohnP. Gainor, B.S.C.’78
Publchoard MerrzberatSala Inc and retired CEO of International Dairy Queen

Conferral of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donald Leo, Ph.D.

Executwe Vice President and Provost

*Associate Degrees and Bachelor’s Degrees

College of Arts & Sciences

Gladys W. and David H. Patton College of Education
Honors Tutorial College

Scripps College of Communication

University College

*This does not reflect the order of degree conferral.

“Alma Mater,Ohio” . . . . . . . . . . . OhioUniversity Select Vocal Ensemble
Composed by Kenneth S. Clark, arranged by John Higgins

The audience is asked to stand for the singing of “Alma Mater, Ohio.”

Adjournment of the 2025 Commencement. . . . . . . . . . . .TrusteeEvans

SPRING COMMENCEMENT LExercise

SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2025 - 4 P.M.

Presiding Officer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LoriStewart Gonzalez, Ph.D.
President
Prelude Ensemble . . . . . The OHIO Brass

Conducted by Dr Wlllarn Talley, D M. A Asszstant Professor of Music, Director of Bands

Philip Wilfong, trumpet - Carver Whitson, trumpet - Caeley Hovanec, trumpet
Kyle Miller, trumpet - Rebecca Geddie, trumpet - Lindsay Eakins, horn - Eliza Gintert, horn
Jakob Baker, trombone - Noah Griffith, euphonium - Elijah Chaffins, tuba

Advancement of the Colors Ohio University Army and Air Force

Officer Training Corps Color Guard

Convening the 2024 Spring Commencement . . . . . . . .MattEvans
Chalr Ohlo University Board of Trustees

The National Anthem . . . . . . . Ohio University Select Vocal Ensemble
Conducted by Dr Peter Haley, Assistant Professor of Instruction for Choral Music Education

Grace Brady, Alto - Daniel Davis, Tenor - Seth Kelly, Tenor - Seungkeun Oh, Bass
Alexandro Ramirez-Nagy, Bass - Paige Thomas, Soprano - Avery Vance, Alto - Zoe Vaughn, Soprano

Ohio University American Sign Language Club
Advised by Lori Woods, Associate Professor of Instruction

Sarah Jaroch - Molly Mulchaey - Annika Benton - Cierra Rosinski - Rylee Hayes - Nina Holzaepfel
Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PresidentGonzalez

StudentAddress. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Garrett Meek
Ohio University Student Trustee

Commencement Address. . . . . . . JohnP. Gainor, B.S.C.’78
Publchoard MerrzberatSala Inc and retired CEO of International Dairy Queen

Conferral of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donald Leo, Ph.D.

Executwe Vice President and Provost

*Associate Degrees and Bachelor’s Degrees

Chaddock + Morrow College of Fine Arts

College of Business

College of Health Sciences and Professions

Fritz J. and Dolores H. Russ College of Engineering and Technology

*This does not reflect the order of degree conferral.

“Alma Mater,Ohio” . . . . . . . . . . . OhioUniversity Select Vocal Ensemble
Composed by Kenneth S. Clark, arranged by John Higgins

The audience is asked to stand for the singing of “Alma Mater, Ohio.”

Adjournment of the 2025 Commencement. . . . . . . . . . . .TrusteeEvans




Alma Mater, Ohio

When e’er we take our book of mem’ries

And scan its pages through and through
We’ll find no days that glow so brightly
As those we spent at old O.U.

Within our Alma Mater’s portals

We meet her children hand to hand

And when there comes the day of parting,

Still firm and loyal we will stand

Alma Mater, Ohio,

Alma Mater, brave and fair!
Alma Mater, we hail thee,
For we own thy kindly care.

Alma Mater, Ohio,

When we read thy story o’er,
We revere thee and cheer thee
As we sing thy praise once more.

Our Alma Mater calls us ever,

And love of country has its claim,
The one but makes us prize the other,
And thus we cherish both the same.
When Alma Mater sends us forward,
And in her name we stand in line,
Then we will serve the nation better,
For having gathered at her shrine.

Words and music by Kenneth S. Clark.

Written in 1915 and awarded first prize in the Alma Mater
Song Contest conducted by Edwin W. Chubb, Dean,
College of Liberal Arts.

COMMENCEMENT Speaker

May 2,2025 + 9:30 a.m.

2024 Outstanding
Graduate Faculty Award Winner

BRIAN J. WISNER, PH.D.

Assistant Professor
Mechanical Engineering

Dr. Brian J. Wisner is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Mechanical Engineering at
Ohio University. He holds a Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from Drexel University, where his
research focused on microstructure-sensitive nondestructive evaluation techniques for damage
precursor identification.

With extensive expertise in additive manufacturing, nondestructive testing and evaluation
(NDT&E), and digital engineering, Dr. Wisner leads research in material mechanics across
multiple scales. His work integrates artificial intelligence to analyze large datasets, enhancing
real-time diagnostics and prognostics for advanced manufacturing applications.

Dr. Wisner has secured numerous research grants, collaborating with industry and government
agencies, including the U.S. Army Research Office and the Department of Energy. His studies
on fatigue damage detection, automated data collection, and sustainable materials have
contributed to significant advancements in engineering.

As an educator, Dr. Wisner teaches courses in manufacturing processes, nondestructive
evaluation, and senior design, guiding students in cutting-edge research and practical
applications. His commitment to academic excellence has earned him multiple awards,
including the White Teaching and Research Awards and the Ohio University Outstanding
Graduate Faculty Award — some more than once.

Beyond teaching and research, Dr. Wisner actively contributes to professional societies, serves
as a reviewer for esteemed journals, and organizes conferences on materials science and
engineering. His work continues to drive innovation in hybrid manufacturing technologies,
shaping the future of sustainable and efficient engineering solutions.




COMMENCEMENT Speaker

May 3, 2025

JOHN P. GAINOR, B.S.C. 78

Public Board Member at Saia, Inc.
and retired CEO of International Dairy Queen

John P. Gainor is the former President and CEO of International Dairy Queen, Inc. (IDQ),

a Berkshire Hathaway company, where he served from July 2008 until his retirement in
2017. He led the $4.5 billion brand, which included 6,900 franchised restaurants across 30
countries. In 2015, he received the Golden Chain Award from Nation’s Restaurant News,
recognizing top leaders in the restaurant industry.

Gainor joined IDQ in 2003 as Chief Supply Chain Officer for Unified Supply Chain, Inc.,
overseeing supply chain functions. Prior to IDQ, he held executive roles in the food service
industry, including cofounder of Supply Solutions, Inc., and leadership positions at Burger
King Distribution Services, ProSource Inc., AmeriServe, and Consolidated Distribution
Corporation. He began his career in the transportation industry, holding executive roles at
Warner-Lambert, a Fortune 150 company.

Gainor is a director on the board of Saia, Inc. (NASDAQ: SAIA), and has served on the boards
of Bloomin’ Brands, TreeHouse Foods, and Jack in the Box. A graduate of Ohio University
with a Bachelor of Science in Communication, he received the Medal of Merit Award in
2016 for professional achievement.

John and his wife, Nancy, live in St. Petersburg, Florida.






