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1. Purpose: To ensure all laboratory animals housed at Ohio University are provided with 
adequate and appropriate environmental enrichment. 
 

2. Scope: All laboratory animals housed at Ohio University will be evaluated by LAR for 
appropriate forms of environmental enrichment. Some form of enrichment (social or 
physical) will be provided to all animals, unless specifically contraindicated by an approved 
IACUC protocol. 

 
3. Frequency: LAR animal care staff will review all new species and IACUC protocol 

limitations, to ensure appropriate environmental enrichment is met. 
 

4. Policy:  
 

  Group housing for all social species will be the default unless not appropriate for the 
individual animal or contraindicated by IACUC approved protocol design or veterinary 
consideration. 
 

 Methods of environmental enrichment may include, but not limited to: 
 

o social housing 
o manipulata 
o  naturalistic caging or bedding materials 
o food stuffs 
o human contact/training. 

 
 For rodents, all mice will be provided nestlets and group housing will be provided 

whenever possible. Rats will be group housed when possible, unless contraindicated by 
protocol design. 
 

 Small mammals will be evaluated by species and protocol limitations and provided 
appropriate caging and caging furniture to allow for species specific behaviors when 
possible (such as foraging, climbing, nesting, hide boxes, etc.). 
 

 Large agricultural animals (swine/alpacas/goats/horses) will be provided pasture tum-out, 
social housing, and human interaction when and where possible. 
 

 Fish, reptiles and amphibians will be provided naturalistic environments when possible, 
as well as foraging opportunities with natural feeds, basking areas, and hiding areas, 
when not limited by protocol design. 
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5. Change History: 

Version Number: Details of Change: Approval Date: 

1.0 
This is new IACUC policy 

that has been adapted from an 
LAR SOP. 

10/18/2023 

 


