
OHIO UNIVERSITY TEXTBOOK AFFORDABILITY AND AUTO ADOPTION

RESOLUTION 2022 –  

WHEREAS Section 133 of the federal "Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008" requires that 
institutions of higher education receiving federal financial aid disclose, to the maximum extent 
practicable, required and recommended textbooks and supplemental materials not later than the time 
at which students can first begin to register for a course; and 

WHEREAS Section 733.20 of HB 110 requires consideration of a textbook auto adoption policy by 
the Board of Trustees of each public institution; and

WHEREAS Section 733.20 of HB 110 furthers the State of Ohio's intent to improve affordability in 
higher education and recognizes the positive achievements of the Ohio Faculty Council's October 
2017 resolution supporting textbook affordability initiatives; and 

WHEREAS Section 733.20 of HB 110 requires the administration of each state institution of higher 
education to work collaboratively with the institution's faculty senate to consider adopting a formally 
recognized textbook auto-adoption policy, and the Ohio University Faculty Senate has worked 
collaboratively with the Provost’s office and the Registrar to develop such a policy, the “Ohio 
University Textbook Auto Adoption Policy”; and 
 
WHEREAS the proposed policy affirms Ohio University’s commitment to textbook affordability, 
including the University’s innovative development of inclusive access and open educational resources, 
increases opportunities for faculty training related to features in the textbook system such as default 
options, and provides a mechanism to adopt default or previously used textbooks and/or to provide 
anticipated materials costs to students if required information is not available by the applicable 
deadline; and 

WHEREAS the Ohio University Faculty Senate voted to pass a Sense of the Senate Resolution 
proposing the Ohio University Textbook Auto Adoption Policy in May of 2022.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees hereby affirms the policy 
passed by the Faculty Senate to further support textbook affordability.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 733.20 of HB 110, the Provost 
formally transmit a copy of this resolution to the Chancellor of Higher Education.  



 

Interoffice Communication 

Date: August 1, 2022 

To: The President and Board of Trustees 

From:  Elizabeth Sayrs, Executive Vice President and Provost 

Re: Ohio University Textbook Affordability and Auto Adoption Resolution 

Section 133 of the federal "Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008" requires that institutions of 
higher education receiving federal financial aid disclose, to the maximum extent practicable, required 
and recommended textbooks and supplemental materials not later than the time at which students can 
first begin to register for a course. This allows students to understand the full cost of a course beyond 
tuition and other fees and provides time for a student to identify suppliers of lower cost textbooks. In 
response, Ohio University implemented a system (TEXTBOOK) that displays required and optional 
textbooks as well as other required materials alongside other course information that is available to 
students as they register for classes.  
 
In 2021, HB 110 (Section 733.20) required consideration of a textbook auto adoption policy by the 
Board of Trustees of each public institution in Ohio prior to academic year 2022-2023. “Auto 
adoption” means that previously used textbooks or other materials are automatically assigned to a class 
if new information is not available by the required deadline. HB 110 (Section 733.20) requires that the 
administration of each state institution of higher education, work collaboratively with the institution's 
faculty senate, to consider adopting a formally recognized textbook auto-adoption policy. This 
collaboration led to the development of the Ohio University Textbook Auto Adoption Policy, which 
was supported by vote of the Ohio University Faculty Senate in May 2022 (Faculty Senate Sense of the 
Senate resolution is attached). This policy provides a mechanism to automatically adopt default or 
previously used textbooks and/or to provide anticipated materials costs to students if required 
information is not available by the applicable deadline, while being careful to ensure that successful 
textbook affordability initiatives like inclusive access and open educational resources are accounted 
for. 
 
The Ohio University Textbook Affordability and Auto Adoption Resolution affirms the Ohio 
University Textbook Auto Adoption Policy; if passed, per HB 110 (Section 733.20), a copy of the 
resolution will be transmitted to the Chancellor of Higher Education. 








