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Whereas the procedure for recusal from and appointment of replacements to the college professional ethics committees is not clearly stated,

Be it resolved that the language of the Faculty Handbook be revised to include the following 

IV. L.3 Establishment of Professional Ethics Committees

a. College/School Professional Ethics Committee[1] 

Each college, regional campus, and the Voinovich School will have a standing Professional Ethics Committee consisting of six faculty members in the college, regional campus, or the Voinovich School unless it is necessary to supplement the Committee by faculty from other colleges or regional campuses. At least four of the six faculty must be tenured Group I faculty. The other two may be selected from among the untenured Group I or the Group II faculty. Three of the six members of the college Professional Ethics Committee are selected by the faculty senators from that college or regional campus, while the remaining three are appointed by the dean of the college, regional campus, and the Voinovich School[2]. The chair of the committee will be appointed by the dean from among the Group I faculty on the committee. The term length for members on the college Professional Ethics Committee will be three years, and service is restricted to two successive terms. Initial appointments will be staggered so that each year the senators from the college or regional campus and the dean will each need to select a new committee member. Each college Professional Ethics Committee will be provided access to appropriate university resources to assist it in carrying out its investigations.


Recusals.  When an allegation of a violation of professional ethics is received by the chair of the college Professional Ethics Committee, the committee chair will inform the members of the committee of the pending case.  Committee members who have a close personal or professional relationship with the accused or complainant, will recuse themselves from the case.  The dean or the chair of Faculty Senate shall then fill any vacancy based on the selection criteria (chosen by faculty senators or by the dean) and faculty classification of the person recused.  The dean or senators may draw from faculty of similar classification from within the college, including those who have previously served on PEC, and if necessary may appoint faculty from outside the college.


