Determining the Applicability of HIPAA When Performing Research

This decision tree can assist in determining if the research you are performing is subject to compliance
under the HIPAA regulations.

Does your research
involve the access or
collection of health
information?

Will you have access to any of the 18
HIPAA identifiers?

Research is NOT
subject to HIPAA

Name

Address

Dates directly related to an individual such as
date of birth or date of service
Telephone numbers

Vehicle identifiers

Fax numbers

Device identifiers and serial numbers
E-mail addresses

URL’s

SSN

IP addresses

Medical record numbers

Biometric identifiers

Health plan beneficiary numbers

Full face photos or similar images
Account numbers

Unique identifying number and code
Certificate/license number

Is the health information associated with the
provision and payment of care by an Ohio
University HIPAA Covered Entity OR by
another HIPAA Covered Entity (i.e. hospital or

health system)? Ohio University HIPAA Covered Entities:
HR Benefits
WellWorks

OU Therapy Associates

Research IS subject to HIPAA




