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Welcome to the doctoral program for the Ph.D. in Mass Communication degree in the 

E.W. Scripps School of Journalism (JOUR) and School of Media Arts and Studies 

(MDIA). The following information and suggestions are based on the questions most 

frequently asked by doctoral students and are designed to help you succeed in and 

graduate from the program. Additional information is contained on the Ohio University 

Graduate College website (https://www.ohio.edu/graduate), and you are also advised to 

become familiar with what is there. Also take a close look at the Scripps College of 

Communication Doctoral Program Guidelines and the various forms you will need as you 

proceed through the major milestones of the program. This information is available here: 

(https://www.ohio.edu/scripps-college/current-students/forms) If you have questions, 

please see the JOUR or MDIA graduate director, or any member of the Graduate 

Committee (see contact information below).  

 

GRADUATE PROGRAM PERSONNEL 

 

The doctoral program is administered by the JOUR graduate director, the MDIA 

graduate director, and the Mass Communication Ph.D. Graduate Committee, which 

consists of several faculty members in both JOUR and MDIA who hold doctorate 

degrees. Currently, the graduate directors are: 

 

Jatin Srivastava 

Professor and Associate Director of Graduate Studies 

E.W. Scripps School of Journalism 

Office: Schoonover Center 231 

Phone: 740-597-3336  

Email: srivastj@ohio.edu 

 

Eve Ng 

Associate Professor and Associate Director of Graduate Studies 

School of Media Arts and Studies  

Office: Schoonover Center 303 

Email: nge@ohio.edu 

 

You may also deal with the Scripps College of Communication Associate Dean 

(currently Prof. Aimee Edmondson) and various personnel in the Graduate College 

(https://www.ohio.edu/graduate) and International Student and Scholar Services 

(https://www.ohio.edu/international-student-scholar-services). 

https://www.ohio.edu/graduate
https://www.ohio.edu/scripps-college/current-students/forms
https://www.ohio.edu/graduate
https://www.ohio.edu/international-student-scholar-services
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GRADUATE STIPENDS, TUITION WAIVERS, AND CONTRACTS 

 

Graduate Contracts 

 

All funded doctoral students are issued graduate student assistantship contracts 

(“graduate contracts”), unless they were admitted under an arrangement where another 

entity, such as an external funding agency or non-U.S. government entity, pays their 

expenses. These assistantships are awarded for a fixed period of time, normally three 

academic years, which is specified in an offer letter from the JOUR or MDIA graduate 

director. Such funding provides a stipend and tuition waiver scholarship for students as 

they work toward a degree. Students must remain in good academic standing and comply 

with all of the university’s financial aid policies to retain their assistantship until the end 

of the specified funding period. This includes maintaining a minimum grade point 

average of 3.0. Students must also fulfill the duties of their assistantship in a satisfactory 

manner. Failure to meet satisfactory standards may result in your assistantship being 

rescinded.  

 

All doctoral students with a graduate contract must take a minimum of 12 graduate credit 

hours each semester, unless they are receiving a fellowship, in which case they must take 

15 credit hours.1 These hours are paid for by the tuition waiver, but there are some fees 

(including the “general fee” and a technology fee) that are not completely covered by the 

tuition waiver. In addition, those receiving this type of financial aid should be aware of 

other rules and regulations in the Graduate Catalog (see 

https://www.catalogs.ohio.edu/index.php select “Ohio University Graduate Catalog 2023-

24” in the top right-hand box). Also, it is possible, but not guaranteed, that anyone with a 

TA/GA/RAship, or a scholarship, in a spring or fall semester will receive a tuition waiver 

in the summer bordering on that semester (“summer waiver”). If a summer waiver is 

granted, fees are partially paid; students must pay the balance.  

 

Doctoral students with graduate contracts normally work as teaching assistants 

(assisting a faculty member teaching a course), instructors of record (teaching their own 

standalone course), and/or graduate assistants/research assistants (working for a 

faculty member on duties not to do with a specific course). The specific assignments each 

semester are determined by the JOUR and MDIA graduate directors.  

 

Assistantship work should total no more than 20 hours a week.  

 

If a student is an instructor of record, they are working 15 hours per week teaching their 

course. They also arrange their own office hours for the course they are teaching, and 

include their office-hour information in their syllabus. Additionally, in JOUR, students 

may work up to five hours per week with a faculty member as a research assistant (RA) 

or a graduate assistant (GA), never to exceed 20 hours total workload per week.  

 
1
 These hours must be regular credit hours, not audited hours. Audited hours allow a student to attend a 

course as an auditor rather than for full credit (students auditing courses typically do not complete all of the 

assessment components). 

https://www.catalogs.ohio.edu/index.php
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All doctoral students with a graduate contract to serve as a TA, GA or RA will be 

assigned a desk or work area in Schoonover Center and have a mailbox. 

 

Health Insurance 

 

All Ohio University students, including graduate students, are required to maintain an 

active health insurance policy, either through the University or a policy that meets the 

University’s requirements. Please see https://www.ohio.edu/student-insurance for more 

information.  

 

All students on an eligible graduate appointment will receive a 60% subsidy of the health 

insurance premium cost if they purchase the University student health insurance policy 

(no other policy is eligible for the subsidy). Eligible appointments are those being paid at 

least $1,950 per semester, so any doctoral student with a regular graduate student stipend 

is eligible. Only the eligible student’s premium can receive the subsidy (i.e. the health 

insurance policies of any dependents of the student are not eligible for the subsidy).  

 

Subsidy credits are applied by the Bursar to student accounts, normally at the beginning 

of the semester (or whenever after that the eligible appointment is written). 

 

Extension of assistantships 

 

Funding for assistantships is not routinely extended beyond the expiration date specified 

in the original offer. When a student’s period of funding expires, the assistantship then 

becomes available to support another student who is starting the program. The transfer of 

funding at the end of the assistantship allows the program to remain competitive by 

continuing to recruit new students over time. 

 

Doctoral study is demanding, and a student who falls behind academically simply due to 

the normal demands of the program is not eligible for extended funding of their 

assistantship. However, there may be extraordinary circumstances that justify 

consideration of a request for an extension of funding. This would be the case if, for 

instance, a student cannot complete classes during the semester in question due to long-

term disruptions, such as extended illness or any other serious long-term hindrances. In 

these cases, which will be determined on an individual basis, the following policy will 

apply: 

 

1. Doctoral students are required to apply for an extension no later than the start of 

the spring semester for funding the following fall semester. A student shall apply 

in writing to the JOUR or MDIA graduate director, who serves as the Graduate 

Committee contact. The student is required to provide an explanation and 

documentation of the extraordinary circumstances that caused the student to fall 

behind academically. The student shall also provide a plan of study that addresses 

(a) specific coursework delayed by extraordinary circumstances, and (b) the 

student’s semester-by-semester approach to completing remaining coursework 

https://www.ohio.edu/student-insurance
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requirements. This plan shall also stipulate how long the requested extension of 

funding would last. 

2. Students are required to request an extension for the shortest period necessary to 

catch up with their studies. Typically, an extension will be granted for no longer 

than one semester. However, doctoral students may apply for an extension of 

funding for up to one academic year if particular circumstances justify such a long 

extension. Students can only ask for one extension of funding. Additional requests 

will not be considered. 

3. The JOUR or MDIA graduate director will forward the student’s request to 

members of the Graduate Committee, who may request additional information 

from the student. The committee will then meet to consider the student’s request 

at the same time it considers the February budget cycle for the upcoming school 

year: 

a. The meeting to consider the request for extension of an assistantship will 

be chaired by the JOUR or MDIA graduate director. The director will 

open the meeting by reviewing the student’s request. The director will also 

provide to the Graduate Committee a report on funds available for 

assistantships. This report will explain how the requested extension will 

affect the school’s ability to fund other students in the coming academic 

year. 

b. The Graduate Committee will then consider the request to extend funding. 

The committee can decide to request additional information from the 

student, or it can proceed to a vote. When the committee votes on the 

request, its decision is final. There is no appeal. 

 

The Graduate Committee cannot grant an extension of funding if doing so would violate 

Ohio University’s Financial Aid policies. The committee cannot grant an extension of 

funding if doing so would violate the time limit for completing the student’s degree 

(normally seven years).  

 

This policy does not supersede or replace any policies created by Ohio University, 

including the Graduate College and the office of Accessibility Services. Students who 

request an extension because they have a certified disability should make the request in 

conjunction with Accessibility Services. For more information, see 

https://www.ohio.edu/accessibility. 

 

Students who wish to request a leave of absence are required to do so under the Leave of 

Absence Policy created by the Graduate College. Students should also follow all of the 

financial aid policies established by Ohio University. 

 

 

 

https://www.ohio.edu/accessibility
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DEGREE OVERVIEW 

The Ph.D. in Mass Communication program is structured as a three-year course of study, 

with major milestones including completion of course work (typically four semesters), as 

well as comprehensive exams, dissertation proposal, and dissertation year (year three). 

In the first year, students develop their knowledge of theory and research methods, select 

an advisor and other members of their program committee, and begin work on their 

specialization area. In the second year, students continue to work in their specialization 

area with course electives from both inside and outside of the Scripps College of 

Communication. The second year ends with completion of coursework and sitting for 

comprehensive exams towards the end of the second year. The student will defend their 

dissertation proposal at the beginning of the third year, and the rest of the year is then 

devoted to researching and writing the dissertation. 

 

COURSEWORK 

 

The Ph.D. in Mass Communication has two tracks: 

(i) Journalism (JOUR) 

(ii) Media Arts and Studies (MDIA) 

 

Students in both tracks will take many of the same courses, but there are also differences. 

 

Total Number of Program Credit Hours 

 

A minimum of 90 hours total is required for degree completion.  

 

Graduate courses at Ohio University are numbered 5000 and above. Students signing up 

for courses below 5000 will not receive graduate credit.  

 

Most regular graduate courses are 4 credit hours (7000- and 8000-level), but some are 

less (e.g. the 1 credit hour Introduction to Graduate Studies, and the 1 credit hour 

Professional Seminar as well as some 5000-level courses, which are often 3 credit hours). 

 

After completing coursework, students will take dissertation credit hours. There is no 

limit on the number of dissertation hours you may take, but only a maximum of 8 hours 

can count towards the required hours for completing the doctoral degree. 

Other, optional ways to earn credit hours are through Independent Study or Directed 

Research, arranged with specific professors (see section below on Independent Study or 

Directed Research). 
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Journalism Track  

 

Overview 

 

For JOUR-track students, a minimum of 37 credit hours must be taken in Journalism and 

Media Arts and Studies, with a minimum of two courses at the 7000 or 8000 level in our 

sister schools, Communication Studies (COMS) or Media Arts and Studies (MDIA).  

 

Core Courses: Philosophy and Foundations 

 

This set of courses is 20 credit hours total. 

 

JOUR-track students should take all of the following core courses in the first two years: 

 

JOUR 5010 or MDIA 6000 Introduction to Graduate Study (1 credit hour)  

JOUR 5100 Communication Law (3 credit hours) 

JOUR 8030 Seminar in Mass Communication Theory or MDIA 7700 Mass 

Communication Theory (4 credit hours) 

JOUR 8060 Research Methods or MDIA 6010 Introduction to Mass Communication 

Research (4 credit hours) 

JOUR 8130 Ethics, Internet & Society (4 credit hours) 

MDIA 7000 Professional Seminar (3 credit hours) 

 

The MDIA 7000 Professional Seminar can be repeated once for credit.  

 

Core Courses: Additional  

 

JOUR-track doctoral students typically come from professional media backgrounds and 

master’s programs, meaning they are likely to have the required background in graphics, 

newswriting, and news editing. For students who lack such academic work or 

professional experience, up to two additional courses (which do not count toward the 90 

credit hours required for degree completion) may be required:  

 

JOUR 6010 Graphics and Editing (3) or similar course approved by the graduate director 

(does not count toward 90 credit minimum) 

JOUR 6011 Newswriting/Multiplatform Reporting (3)  

 

If you believe that one or both of these courses should be waived despite your lack of 

relevant academic work or professional experience, please make your request to the 

JOUR graduate director when you begin the program by completing a waiver form. The 

graduate director will determine if a waiver is warranted.  

 

For the two advanced (7000-level or 8000-level) courses required in MDIA or COMS, 

JOUR-track students are strongly encouraged to take MDIA 7720 Critical/Cultural 

Theory (4 credit hours) as one of these courses.  
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The JOUR 7950 Journalism Teaching Seminar (1 credit hour) should be taken every 

semester that you are an instructor of record for JOUR 2311.  

 

Credit for Previous Coursework, Professional Experience, and Degrees 

 

Two of the usually required courses for JOUR-track students – JOUR 5100 

Communications Law and JOUR 8130 Internet, Ethics and Society – may be waived if 

equivalent courses have been taken as an undergraduate or graduate student at Ohio 

University or elsewhere in the previous five years. Check with the graduate director if 

you believe they should be waived. If they are waived, you must take additional elective 

courses to replace the credit hours that these would have contributed towards your 

degree. 

 

Students may transfer in up to 34 credit hours from a Master’s degree, not including 

thesis or internship hours. See “TRANSFER CREDITS” section for more detailed 

information. 

 

Concentration Areas 

 

Two concentration areas, consisting of four courses each, are required. Some or all of 

these may be JOUR or MDIA courses. 

 

Concentration areas are required because it is important for doctoral students to develop 

expertise in specific mass communication-related areas. In addition, concentration areas 

should help you direct your research while at Ohio University and make the selection of a 

dissertation topic easier. Here are some possible areas, which are deliberately broad to 

encourage students to develop programs of study which will fit their individual interests:  

 

1. International Communication  

2. History and Philosophy of Communication  

3. Communication Law  

4. Media and Public Policy  

5. Social Media   

6. Visual Communication  

7. Communication Theory and Research  

8. An area suggested by the student and approved by the graduate director 

 

Any graduate course may fulfill a concentration area coursework requirement, except 

Introduction to Graduate Study, the Professional Seminar (MDIA 7000), the Teaching 

Seminar (JOUR 7950), and dissertation hours.  
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Outside Area 

 

This should consist of 12 credit hours, all outside the Scripps College of Communication, 

either all in one academic unit or in one subject area, as approved by the student’s 

program of study committee. 

 

Research Tools/Methods 

 

JOUR-track students must take 12 credit hours of methods courses beyond the core 

research methods survey course (i.e. apart from JOUR 8060 Research Methods or MDIA 

6010 Introduction to Mass Communication Research). As part of this 12 credit hours, 8 

credit hours of advanced methods courses (normally 7000-level or 8000-level) are 

required. 

 

Typically students choose from JOUR, MDIA, COMS or less likely, outside of the 

Scripps College of Communication. 

 

You should choose courses that logically fit together. Research methods courses must 

primarily be courses on how to do research rather than the study of a particular research 

area.  

 

Media Arts and Studies Track 

 

Primary Focus and Area of Specialization 

 

The primary focus for all MDIA-track students is “Mass Communication.” The core 

courses and one media law/ethics course as listed below must all be taken. Additional 

courses, as part of the “area of specialization,” should total at least 16 credit hours. 

Collectively, the total number of credit hours in the primary focus must be at least 36. 

Also, at least two courses should be taken in our sister schools, Communication Studies 

(COMS) or Journalism (JOUR).  

 

Core courses 

 

This set of courses is 16 credit hours total. 

 

MDIA-track students should take all of the following core courses in the first two years: 

 

JOUR 5010 or MDIA 6000 Introduction to Graduate Study (1 credit hour)  

JOUR 8030 Seminar in Mass Communication Theory or MDIA 7700 Mass 

Communication Theory (4 credit hours) 

JOUR 8060 Research Methods or MDIA 6010 Introduction to Mass Communication 

Research (4 credit hours)  

MDIA 7000 Professional Seminar (3 credit hours) 

MDIA 7720 Critical/Cultural Theory (4 credit hours) 
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The MDIA 7000 Professional Seminar can be repeated once for credit. 

 

Media law/ethics course 

 

MDIA-track students must take at least one of the following law or ethics courses in their 

first or second years: 

JOUR 5100 Communication Law (3 credit hours) 

JOUR 7200 Ethics, Mass Media, and Society (4 credit hours) 

JOUR 8130 Ethics, Internet, and Society (4 credit hours) 

MDIA 7610 Media Law and Regulations (4 credit hours) 

 

Area of Specialization 

 

An area of specialization representing a focus within mass communication studies (e.g. 

“racial representations in the media”, “media and migration”), should consist of courses 

with a minimum of 16 credit hours. 

 

Secondary Focus 

 

A secondary focus area, distinct from the area of specialization within the primary focus, 

should consist of courses with a minimum of 8 credit hours. 

 

Elective Area 

 

An elective area supports your doctoral program objectives with coursework not included 

in the primary focus or secondary focus areas. It should be a cohesive set of courses on a 

recognizable academic area (e.g. “gender studies,” “research approaches to social 

media”), rather than simply a random list of courses that the student has taken that have 

no thematic relationship to each other.    

 

Credit for Previous Coursework and Degrees 

 

If a student has previously taken a course with content very close to any of the required 

courses, they may ask if that course can be waived. This is most likely for research 

tools/methods courses. Please seek permission from the MDIA graduate director if you 

believe a course should be waived, and provide evidence of earning a grade of B or 

higher in the relevant course. If a course is waived, you must take additional elective 

courses to replace the credit hours that it would have contributed towards your degree. 

 

Students may transfer in up to 34 credit hours from a Master’s degree, not including 

thesis or internship hours. For previous work in a doctoral degree, sometimes more than 

34 credit hours may be transferred for credit. See “TRANSFER CREDITS” section for 

more detailed information. 
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Research Tools/Methods 

 

MDIA-track students must take a minimum of 12 credit hours of methods courses beyond 

the core research methods survey course (i.e. apart from JOUR 8060 Research Methods 

or MDIA 6010 Introduction to Mass Communication Research). As part of this 12 credit 

hours, 8 credit hours of advanced methods courses (normally 7000-level or 8000-level) 

are required. 

 

One of the following qualitative methods or quantitative methods courses (or an approved 

substitute) must be taken in the first year (taking both a qualitative and a quantitative 

methods course over the time of your coursework is strongly encouraged): 

 

JOUR 8900 Advanced Research Topics Seminar (Qualitative Research) (4 credit hours) 

or 

MDIA 6030 Qualitative Research Methods in Media Studies (4 credit hours) 

 

JOUR 8900 Advanced Research Topics Seminar (Quantitative Research) (4 credit hours) 

or 

MDIA 6020 Quantitative Communication Research (4 credit hours) 

 

Methods courses do not all have to be in JOUR or MDIA; there are a number of relevant 

courses offered in other academic units (e.g. Communication Studies; Education, 

Psychology), which your advisor will help you identify. 

 

~ The content below now pertains to both JOUR-track and MDIA-track students. ~ 

 

Electives 

 

See the Graduate Catalog for a full list of electives in JOUR and MDIA.  

 

5000-level courses are often skills-based and “yoked” with undergraduate classes taught 

together. 6000-level and above are graduate only. 

 

Here are some of the most commonly offered electives for graduate students: 

 

Journalism  

 

JOUR 5130 Gender, Race and Class in Journalism and Mass Media 

JOUR 5190 Legal Issues of Online Journalism 

JOUR 5230 International and Cross Cultural Advertising 

JOUR 5400 Advertising and Public Relations Theory and Research 

JOUR 5660 International Mass Media 

JOUR 8110 Historical Research in Journalism 

JOUR 8150 Seminar in Theory of Freedom of the Press 

JOUR 8210 Seminar in Content Analysis 

JOUR 8660 Seminar in International Mass Media 
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Media Arts and Studies 

 

MDIA 5175 Media & Sexual Representation 

MDIA 5176 Technology, Communication, and Culture 

MDIA 6080 Seminar in Communication and Development 

MDIA 6082 Introduction to Research in Communication and Development 

MDIA 6100 Introduction to Audio and Video Production 

MDIA 6130 Research in Social Data Analytics 

MDIA 6900 Special Topics in MDIA: Critical Analysis of Media Aesthetics  

MDIA 7610 Media Law and Regulations 

 

INDEPENDENT STUDY 

 

An independent study course, which is arranged through a faculty member selected by 

the student, is usually designed to offer an opportunity to study something in depth that is 

not offered in a regular course. However, a student may occasionally take a regular 

course in this manner because of extraordinary circumstances which made it impossible 

to attend a class. Independent study courses should be taken sparingly with the student’s 

focus remaining on course offerings.  

 

TRANSFER CREDITS 

 

In meeting the minimum requirement of 90 credit hours, your DARS can show up to 34 

transfer credit hours of master’s-level graduate courses (providing they are not thesis 

or internship hours) that were taken while working toward a graduate degree at another 

college or university. Such transfer hours will be labeled as “GradMass.” Only courses 

with a grade of B or better may be transferred.  

 

In the rare event that you are transferring from another doctoral program, it is possible 

that you will be allowed to transfer more than 34 semester hours (the exact amount will 

be determined by the Graduate Committee in consultation with the Graduate College). 

However, even if more than 34 semester hours are transferred, this will have no effect on 

the university requirement that a doctoral student must be full-time in residence for a 

minimum of two consecutive academic semesters and fulfill all requirements detailed in 

this handbook 

 

Among the types of courses which may be transferred are those which will fulfill the 

research tools/skills requirement. These courses have been accepted in the past when they 

represented a research method a student is expected to use in a dissertation.  
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REQUIREMENT OF COMPLETED MASTER’S DEGREE 

 

If a doctoral student is admitted before they have completed their master’s capstone (i.e. 

thesis, project or readings option), they must do so within one year of their start date in 

the Ph.D. program. Completion of such a capstone must be formally submitted by the 

filing of a Thesis and Dissertation Services completion document; failure to do so will 

mean that the student cannot continue receiving a graduate student stipend in the Ph.D. 

program. 

 

ACCEPTABLE GRADES AND GRADE-POINT AVERAGE 

 

Minimum Requirements 

 

A doctoral student must earn no lower than a B- in any required graduate-level course, 

or it must be retaken. A second grade lower than a B- in the same required course will 

result in dismissal from the program. Furthermore, no graduate-level elective courses 

taken at Ohio University with a grade below B- will count toward the hours needed for 

graduation.  

 

Dismissal from the program also will result from the following:  

 

1. Earning more than two grades of C+ or below across all coursework. 

 

2. Being found guilty of cheating or committing plagiarism. One form of cheating is 

preparing a project or paper for one class and then using it in a second course without 

informing the teacher. Another more common form is taking material off the internet, 

including the use of generative AI, without crediting the source. A teacher has the right 

to prohibit the use of projects or papers prepared for other classes.  

 

All students are expected to maintain a minimum grade point average of 3.0 for all 

courses counting toward graduation (which precludes students from taking classes on a 

pass-fail basis). If a student drops below 3.0, the JOUR or MDIA graduate director will 

confer with the faculty members who have had the student in class and particularly those 

who have given the student any grades below a B-. Then, the graduate director will 

usually notify the student in writing of the problem, as well as sometimes have a meeting, 

and frequently give the student one semester to raise the GPA to at least 3.0. Dismissal 

will occur only with the approval of a majority of the Graduate Committee. In reaching 

such a decision, the graduate director has only one vote.  

 

“Incomplete” Grade Options 

 

Students who miss classes or assignments due to serious disruptions to their studies 

should discuss make-up options with their professors as soon as possible. If they will not 

be able to complete the requirements of a course within the semester that it was taught, 

there is the possibility of an incomplete grade. 
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Two types of incomplete grades are given at Ohio University. A “PR” is an in-progress 

designation that stays on a student’s record until it is replaced with a grade. An “I” 

(“Incomplete”) normally lasts until the end of the second week of the next regular 

semester when a student is enrolled, although a faculty member may require that it be 

completed sooner than the second week. Any “I” not replaced with a grade by a faculty 

member in the specified amount of time automatically turns into an F. 

  

The Graduate Committee feels that PRs (except for dissertation hours) are undesirable 

because they have no automatic time limit for completion. Thus, PRs encourage a student 

to delay completing a course, and the accumulation of several PRs makes it difficult to 

complete graduation requirements. Therefore, the Graduate Committee encourages all 

faculty members to give PRs sparingly except for dissertation hours. If a student has three 

or more PRs (with the exception of those given for dissertation hours) on their record at 

the end of a semester, the JOUR or MDIA graduate director may require that the student 

complete the necessary work within a specified time limit or face possible dismissal from 

the program.  

 

ACCESSIBILITY SERVICES 

 

Students with Disabilities Statement: The Americans with Disabilities Act states: 

“Reasonable accommodation will be provided for all persons with disabilities in order to 

ensure equal participation within the program.” If a student has a disability that will 

likely require some accommodation from the instructor, the student must contact the 

instructor and document the disability through the university. Any request for special 

consideration relating to attendance, pedagogy, taking of examinations, etc., must be 

discussed with and approved by the instructor. 

 

To request accessibility accommodations, contact Accessibility Services, Alden Library 

230, at access@ohio.edu or 740-593-2620. More information about registering with 

Accessibility Services and assessment accommodations is available at:  

https://www.ohio.edu/accessibility 

 

INITIAL ADVISING 

 

Since new doctoral students generally begin their programs in the Fall semester, a special 

orientation meeting is held by JOUR/MDIA shortly before classes begin in the Fall (this 

is in addition to other orientation meetings organized elsewhere across the University, 

such as the one for international students). At the JOUR/MDIA orientation, new graduate 

students have an opportunity to meet each other, as well as some of the faculty, to discuss 

the program and to be advised on what courses they should take. The meeting concludes 

with JOUR/MDIA faculty members being available to help students plan their fall 

schedules.  

 

https://www.ohio.edu/accessibility
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After that, during your first year, if you have scheduling questions or problems, the 

JOUR or MDIA graduate directors are available to help you. However, you are free to be 

advised by another faculty member if you wish. After you have formed a program 

committee (see below), the chair of your committee becomes your advisor.  

 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE AND PROGRAM OF STUDY FORM 

 

Program of Study Committee (Program Committee) 

 

During your first two semesters as a doctoral student, you will form a program of study 

committee (often just called “program committee”), consisting of a chair and at least 

three other members.  

 

For students on the Journalism (JOUR) track:  

The committee chair must come from the JOUR faculty and have a doctorate. The 

remainder of the committee consists of: one additional person from JOUR, one from 

another school in the Scripps College of Communication, and one from an Ohio 

University academic unit (department, school, or program) outside of the Scripps College 

of Communication in which the student takes a minimum of 12 hours. No more than one 

person without a Ph.D. is allowed on the committee. The program committee is approved 

by the JOUR graduate director.  

 

For students on the Media Arts and Studies (MDIA) track:  

The committee chair must come from the MDIA faculty and have a doctorate. The 

remainder of the committee consists of: one additional person from MDIA, one from 

another school in the Scripps College of Communication, and one from an Ohio 

University academic unit (department, school, or program) outside of the Scripps College 

of Communication. No more than one person without a Ph.D. is allowed on the 

committee. The program committee is approved by the MDIA graduate director, based on 

your recommendations, and a form is placed in your file listing all the committee 

members. 

 

A change in the program committee should be considered only under extraordinary 

circumstances, particularly in advanced stages of course work. Any such change requires 

a discussion between the student, the committee member and the JOUR or MDIA 

graduate director prior to making the change so that the reasons can be discussed and the 

change be approved, if justified, in a timely manner. Making a change late in the course 

of study may require reconvening the committee and redefending the course of study. In 

any event, the student must talk to the committee member before making the change. The 

same applies to a change of the program committee chair. 
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Program of Study/Course of Study 

 

The program of study, or course of study, is a document generated by the student that 

lists your objectives for the doctoral program, the courses you have taken (including 

those transferred from another university), the semesters when you took those courses 

and the grades you earned, and the courses you plan to take in the future to complete your 

Ph.D. work. You will be given a sample course of study document by the graduate 

director in the fall of your first year at OU.  

 

You should work with your program committee chair in drawing up a course of study. 

When they are satisfied, you should send a copy to the other committee members and 

arrange for a meeting to have the course of study discussed and approved. The typical 

meeting lasts 30-45 minutes, during which you will be questioned about the courses you 

have listed. When the committee agrees on your course of study, which may include 

some revisions, you should have each member sign a final copy. This will be placed in 

your permanent file maintained by the graduate director. 

 

In putting together your course of study, please be aware of several considerations:  

 

1. The course of study charts what courses you have already taken and what you will 

take in the future. While changes in the course of study are sometimes necessary 

because of scheduling problems, you should not make up your future schedule without 

careful thought. A committee usually is willing to make reasonable changes in the 

course of study, but a large number of changes is not recommended. Any changes must 

be approved by all committee members.  

 

2. There should be a clear correlation between your career objectives, the courses you 

complete, and your dissertation interests. While you are responsible for choosing what 

courses to take (with the exception of the required courses), the committee will evaluate 

your course of study on the basis of its relevance to the goals you have for your 

doctoral degree. This includes the applicability of your research tool/skills courses to 

the areas you are considering researching in your dissertation. Therefore, you should 

give careful thought to what courses will be most relevant and useful. 

 

3. The longer you wait to put together your course of study, the greater the likelihood 

that you take a course that will not count toward graduation except as an elective. The 

program committee is under no obligation to count any class that you have taken as 

fulfilling a requirement if it feels the course is inappropriate.  

 

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMS 

 

Comprehensive exams, otherwise known as “comps,” are usually taken at the conclusion 

of the doctoral coursework. While you may take them before you finish your courses, you 

are advised not to do so. The additional course or courses you take after the comps may 
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provide information that would have proven relevant to your exams and may have even 

been crucial to passing them.  

The exams are designed to demonstrate your breadth of knowledge in mass 

communication theory, research methods, and also, for:  

– JOUR-track students: additional areas as covered in your two concentration areas (see 

“COURSEWORK: Journalism Track” section). 

– MDIA-track students: additional areas as covered in your secondary focus and elective 

area (see “COURSEWORK: Media Arts and Studies Track” section). 

 

To prepare, you should meet with your program chair about three months before you 

plan to take the exams, and schedule a pre-exam meeting with your program committee. 

The following subjects typically will be covered at the meeting: your exam schedule 

(most people take them in one to two weeks); the priority that will be placed on the 

various exams, which will determine the time length devoted to each; and who will 

provide the questions for each area. The chair will then send out a memo formalizing 

these arrangements to the student and committee members.  

 

At this point, you should visit each faculty member who will be providing a question to 

discuss what you should do to prepare. Typically, you will be asked to review notes and 

readings from all of your  classes as well as do additional readings you may not have seen 

before. Following these visits, you should allow yourself a minimum of two months to 

prepare. Program committees take the exams seriously, and they are not viewed as 

something that is automatically passed merely because you have taken a large number of 

course hours or have a high grade-point average. 

  

The format of comprehensive exams, including the number of questions, length of 

response, closed book/open book status, and time for completion of responses, will be 

determined through discussions between  the student with their advisor and committee 

members. 

 

After the exams are finished, the program committee has a minimum of two weeks to 

evaluate your answers before your oral defense. At such a defense, which usually lasts 

about two hours, you will be given a chance to make some introductory comments. Then, 

you will be questioned by the committee about your answers, and you may be asked to 

elaborate or expand upon them (you should bring a set of your answers with you). Thus, 

before the oral exam, you should reflect on your written answers and particularly prepare 

in areas in which you feel your responses were weak or incomplete. When the committee 

has no more questions, you will be asked to leave the room, and it will decide whether 

you have passed. You will be called back within a short time and given the committee's 

decision. Providing you pass, you are certified ABD (all but dissertation) and you are 

called a doctoral candidate.  
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DISSERTATION 

 

Topic 

 

While the dissertation is your final task as a doctoral student, you should begin thinking 

about a topic when you enter the program. Thus, it is possible to explore dissertation 

topics by doing readings and/or research projects in your classes. In choosing a topic, 

keep three things in mind:  

 

1. It should be a significant subject. While it is difficult to define in the abstract what is 

“significant,” the topic should advance scholarly knowledge.  

 

2. It should interest you. A dissertation requires considerable time and research, and 

you should be wary of choosing a topic simply because it appears to be one that may be 

completed quickly. If you are not interested in the subject, you may never finish it.  

 

3. It should be something which you believe you want to continue researching 

following graduation. After spending considerable time doing background research for 

a dissertation, it makes sense to expand your area of expertise with further research 

projects. Building on past research instead of continually jumping to new areas will 

help you make lasting, significant scholarly contributions.  

 

When you have a possible topic, which may be before you have taken all of your courses, 

discuss it with the person you envision as the chair of your dissertation committee. Not 

only does this give you an opportunity to get feedback on your topic, but it also enables 

you to evaluate that person as the possible chair. The chair should be someone who is 

knowledgeable in the area in which you are doing your dissertation as well as someone 

with whom you feel you can work comfortably.  

 

Dissertation Proposal 

 

After you have successfully completed your comprehensive exams, you should write a 

dissertation proposal. Proposals have no set length, but they seldom exceed 50 pages 

double-spaced. It is in essence your strongest argument for researching the topic that you 

set forth. Thus, it should demonstrate a knowledge of related literature and research, 

clearly indicate the scholarly questions you propose to examine, and detail the theory and 

research methods you will utilize to do the study. Overall, a well done proposal will serve 

as an outline for a dissertation. This is the start of the dissertation’s introduction, 

literature review, and methods chapters. 

 

Oral defense (see https://www.ohio.edu/sites/ohio.edu.scripps-

college/files/sites/Scripps/Doctoral-program-guidelines_revAugust2017.pdf) 

 

You will meet with your committee members to orally defend your dissertation proposal. 

You should provide copies of your proposal to committee members at least two weeks in 

advance. Once your dissertation committee approves your proposal, your school’s 

https://www.ohio.edu/sites/ohio.edu.scripps-college/files/sites/Scripps/Doctoral-program-guidelines_revAugust2017.pdf
https://www.ohio.edu/sites/ohio.edu.scripps-college/files/sites/Scripps/Doctoral-program-guidelines_revAugust2017.pdf
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graduate director must receive a copy of your proposal signed by all of your committee 

members to be placed in your file. Your committee chair will file Grad Form 9, “Report 

on the Approval of the Dissertation Proposal,” with the Scripps College of 

Communication. 

 

Dissertation Committee  

 

While working on your proposal, you should form a dissertation committee, consisting of 

faculty members whose expertise will help you in doing your dissertation. The names of 

those on the committee should be conveyed to the graduate director, who will fill out a 

form listing the committee and place it in your file. The committee is often the same as 

the program committee, although that is not a requirement.  

– For JOUR-track students, the chair and one other faculty member must be from JOUR, 

plus one faculty member from another School in the Scripps College of Communication, 

and one faculty member from outside the Scripps College of Communication.  

– For MDIA-track students, the chair and one other faculty member must be from MDIA, 

plus one faculty member from another School in the Scripps College of Communication, 

and one faculty member from outside the Scripps College of Communication.  

 

Emeritus faculty can serve as chair of the dissertation committee only if they have 

actively taught at Ohio University within two years prior to becoming the committee 

chair or had their research accepted for publication within two years prior to becoming 

chair. In addition to full-time and emeritus faculty members in JOUR or MDIA, part-time 

faculty members who have permanent status as well as visiting faculty members can 

serve on a committee although they cannot chair it. If a student wishes to have a part-

timer or a visiting faculty member on the committee, the chair of the committee must 

approve it.  

 

The chair should be someone with appropriate research or professional experience, and a 

record of scholarly and/or professional accomplishments. Thus, there must be a close fit 

between the chair’s capability and the student’s research focus. Both the chair and the 

person from outside the Scripps College of Communication must have a doctorate, and at 

least one of the other two members of the committee must also have a Ph.D (i.e. at least 

three members of the dissertation committee must have a Ph.D.).  

 

As with the program committee, changes may be made only for valid reasons. If you feel 

a change is necessary, the JOUR or MDIA graduate director must be given reasons for 

the change in a timely manner and must approve it. One of the most frequent reasons for 

a change is because a committee member moves to another institution (such a person may 

remain on the committee if they wish). If the student makes a change, the student must 

inform the person who is being dropped from the committee before making the change.  

 

A change of the dissertation committee chair should be considered only under 

extraordinary circumstances, particularly in advanced stages of the dissertation. Any such 

change requires a meeting of the student with the chair and the JOUR or MDIA graduate 

director prior to making the change so that the reasons can be discussed and the change 
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be approved, if justified, in a timely manner. A change will not be accepted simply 

because the chair does not agree totally with the direction the dissertation is taking or 

because it turns out to be difficult to find a time for the defense. Making a change late in 

the dissertation may require reconvening the committee and redefending the proposal. In 

any event, the student must talk to the chair before making the change. 

 

When the dissertation committee approves your proposal, usually following a meeting 

with you to discuss it, you are free to work on your dissertation. The Graduate Committee 

strongly recommends that you do not proceed beyond the preliminary stages without the 

committee’s approval. A copy of the proposal signed by all of the committee members 

must be given to the JOUR or MDIA graduate director, who will place it in your file.  

 

While completing the dissertation, you should work closely with your chair. How closely 

must be negotiated since faculty members have different approaches. When the 

dissertation is finished and all of the committee members have a draft copy, an oral 

defense must be scheduled at least two weeks in advance (a form listing the time of the 

defense also must be sent around the college at least two weeks before the defense). This 

is Grad Form 4, Report on the thesis/dissertation exam, available here: 

https://www.ohio.edu/scripps-college/current-students/forms 

 

Oral defense (see https://www.ohio.edu/sites/ohio.edu.scripps-

college/files/sites/Scripps/Doctoral-program-guidelines_revAugust2017.pdf) 

 

At the defense, which typically lasts about two hours, you will be asked to begin by 

briefly summarizing the study, and then each committee member will ask questions and 

make comments. After this, you will be asked to leave the room, and the committee will 

decide whether to accept the dissertation as it is (which is rare) or to require changes. 

You will then be called back and given the committee’s decision. If changes are required, 

you may only have to show them to the chair, or the entire committee may want to see 

them and even have a second meeting.  

    

When the dissertation is completed to the satisfaction of the committee, a digital copy of 

the final dissertation must be submitted to the Scripps College of Communication. Rules 

for the preparation of dissertations are available at the Graduate College’s Thesis and 

Dissertation Services (TAD) website (see https://www.ohio.edu/graduate/current-

students/thesis-dissertation-services). You should pay careful attention to the directions, 

since changes may be costly and time consuming. This website also provides key 

deadlines for defending the dissertation as well as a required template for the dissertation 

document itself. 

 

Dissertation Hours  

 

As noted earlier, only a maximum of 8 dissertation hours may count toward the 90 hours 

needed for degree completion, but there are several reasons that a student might take 

more than 8 hours. Students who have TA/GAships or fee waivers must take at least 12 

hours per semester (15 for fellowship recipients, including Fulbrighters and Scripps 

https://www.ohio.edu/scripps-college/current-students/forms
https://www.ohio.edu/scripps-college/current-students/forms
https://www.ohio.edu/sites/ohio.edu.scripps-college/files/sites/Scripps/Doctoral-program-guidelines_revAugust2017.pdf
https://www.ohio.edu/sites/ohio.edu.scripps-college/files/sites/Scripps/Doctoral-program-guidelines_revAugust2017.pdf
https://www.ohio.edu/graduate/current-students/thesis-dissertation-services
https://www.ohio.edu/graduate/current-students/thesis-dissertation-services
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Howard Teaching Fellows) to qualify for their scholarships. Thus, they sometimes take 

extra dissertation hours to reach the required minimum for a semester.  

 

CO-AUTHORING 

 

Sometimes a faculty member may co-author an article with a doctoral student. Co-

authorship signifies that collaboration has taken place, and each of the authors has 

contributed significantly to the work. Chairing a dissertation by itself does not constitute 

collaboration and does not warrant co-authorship. Thus, a student can give a paper or 

publish an article from a dissertation without listing the chair as a co-author. However, if 

a faculty member contributes significantly to a dissertation revision that is required for 

publication in a journal or presentation at a convention, co-authorship may be warranted.  

 

In listing co-authors of an article or paper, the authors should discuss the order of the 

names. For articles or papers stemming directly from a dissertation, the student will 

normally have done substantially more work and thus should be listed first. However, if 

an article or a paper is the result of a research project and everyone did about the same 

amount of work, the names should be listed alphabetically.  

 

TIME LIMIT FOR COMPLETING THE PROGRAM 

 

You are allowed seven years to complete your Ph.D. degree. The “clock” begins running 

after you have been admitted to the program and in the semester in which you take your 

first graduate course at Ohio University. Therefore, if you take your first class at Ohio in 

the fall semester of 2022, you have until the end of the summer in 2029 to complete your 

degree.  

 

Under extraordinary circumstances, you may be granted a one-semester extension by the 

dean beyond the seven years to complete your degree. Doctoral students are strongly 

discouraged from delaying their work so much that applying for an extension becomes 

necessary, but we recognize that circumstances occasionally make an extension 

unavoidable and therefore justifiable.  

 

If you need an extension, you must write to the JOUR or MDIA graduate director before 

the seven years expire explaining why you have not completed your work within the 

seven-year period, how close you are to finishing, and how up to date you are in this field 

(in other words, describe your work experiences). The graduate director will then send 

their recommendation, along with your letter, to the associate dean of the Scripps College 

of Communication for final approval.  
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COVID-19 POLICIES 

 

JOUR and MDIA follow University policies concerning the COVID-19 pandemic. These 

include but are not limited to policies around: in-person classes, meetings, and events; 

masking in University classrooms, buildings, and outside areas; vaccination, testing, and 

isolation. 

In general, it is anticipated that classes will be held in fully in-person mode, unless an 

instructor has an approved medical exemption to teaching in person (and unless there are 

policies about suspending in-person classes overall). 

The University will send emails to all members of the University community when there 

are important updates. You can also find information at the following site: 

https://www.ohio.edu/public-health-information/coronavirus 

 

UNIVERSITY ALCOHOL POLICY 

 

If graduate students organize an event that takes place on Ohio University property, 

whether inside or outside of buildings, please be aware that the University has constraints 

on the consumption of alcoholic beverages. Only certain kinds of events allow alcoholic 

beverages, and for such events, permission must be obtained at least 30 days prior to the 

event. For more information, see: 

http://www.ohio.edu/policy/24-001.html  

 

FINAL COMMENTS 

 

The E.W. Scripps School of Journalism and School of Media Arts and Studies are highly 

selective in those we admit to the doctoral program, and your acceptance is an indication 

that we think you will succeed. We are happy to have you, and we wish you the best. 

Good luck! 

https://www.ohio.edu/public-health-information/coronavirus
http://www.ohio.edu/policy/24-001.html
http://www.ohio.edu/policy/24-001.html
http://www.ohio.edu/policy/24-001.html
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