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CAPSTONES

1. Capstone or 
Culminating  
Experience (2)

2 
HRS

PILLARS

1. *Humanities: 
Texts and 
Contexts (3)

2. *Humanities: 
Arts (3)

3. *Natural 
Sciences (3)

4. *Social or 
Behavioral 
Sciences (3)

12 
HRS

FOUNDATIONS

1. *Written 
Communication (3)

2. Advanced Writing (3)
3. *Quantitative 

Reasoning (3)
4. Intercultural 

Explorations (2)

11 
HRS

ARCHES

9 
HRS

1. *Constructed 
World (3)

2. *Natural World 
(3)

3. *Connected 
World (3)

BRIDGES

4 
HRS

1. Speaking & 
Listening (1)

2. Diversity & 
Practice (1)

3. Ethics & 
Reasoning (1)

4. Learning & 
Doing (1)

BRICKS: General Education Program (38 hours)

* All options must be OTM-approved.

Advanced Writing: 
 3 credit hours
 Any UG level
 Any discipline



Advanced Writing: Learning Outcomes

Advanced Writing courses are expected to provide teaching and learning opportunities to achieve all six 
written communication learning outcomes.

• Written communication = the development and expression of ideas in writing.

Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the context and purpose for 
writing such that the text has the writer's intended effect on an audience

Context and purpose 

Students will be able to use appropriate, relevant, and compelling content to illustrate 
mastery of the subject, conveying the writer's understanding, and shaping the whole 
work.

Content development 

Students will be able to use formal and informal rules for particular kinds of texts 
and/or media that guide formatting, organization, and stylistic choices appropriate for 
a specific academic field.

Genre and disciplinary 
conventions 

Students will be able to use and source texts (written, oral, behavioral, visual, or other) 
to extend, argue with, develop, define, or shape the writer's ideas.

Sources and evidence 

Students will be able to use syntax and mechanics effectively to communicate ideas.
Control of syntax and 
mechanics 



Advanced Writing: Learning Experiences
Consistent with the Ohio Department of Higher Education (ODHE) requirements for general education, 
Advanced Writing courses should provide opportunities for learners to develop written communication abilities 
through course-embedded learning experiences. 

Learners will develop their understanding of the rhetorical situation as they 
read and write in several genres.

Learners will develop their critical thinking skills as they analyze model texts 
and secondary sources.

Learners will study all phases of the writing process, thus becoming better 
revisers and editors of their own work and learning to help peers improve 
their texts.

Learners will study genre conventions and apply appropriate conventions to 
their own work.

Learners will compose a substantial amount and variety of work in order to 
demonstrate that they have met the first four outcomes.



Advanced Writing: Content Expectations
Most Advanced Writing courses teach written communication through a disciplinary lens. However, 
regardless of discipline, Advanced Writing courses are expected to include:

Written assignments spanning a variety of texts, including at least 
one researched essay.

Frequent “low-stakes” assignments, such as journals, reading 
responses, and in-class efforts.

A minimum of 5000 total words of formal, edited text. 

Opportunities for students to revise written work.

Frequent, individual feedback from instructors and, as appropriate, 
peers.



Advanced Writing: ICC Review

UCC’s Individual Course 
Committee (ICC) will review 
Advanced Writing courses to 
ensure that at least half of the 
course is focused on teaching 
and learning written 
communication. 

This includes a review of the 
course:
• Description
• Learning outcomes
• Topics list
• Text/readings
• Key grade factors

Sample Learning Outcomes
• Advanced Writing course from natural science discipline

1. Students will be able to describe the purpose and audience for 
each written assignment.

2. Students will be able to develop content by dividing writing 
assignments into a series of tasks from outlining, finding 
appropriate literature, creating figures, drafting, and revision.

3. Students will be able to use knowledge of genre conventions 
ranging from structure and paragraphing to tone and mechanics 
to tailor writings for different audiences ranging from the 
scientific community to the general public.

4. Students will be able to retrieve, critically evaluate, and 
synthesize scientific information from a variety of sources 
including the primary and secondary literature.

5. Students will be able to review, critique, and edit their own and 
others’ works for content, evidence, syntax, and mechanics.

6. Students will be able to create documents using multiple drafts 
and revisions to create and complete a successful text.



Advanced 
Writing: 

Summary

May be offered from any discipline and at any 
undergraduate level.

Must deliver teaching and learning opportunities to 
achieve all six written communication learning outcomes.

Should include learning experiences consistent with ODHE 
expectations.

Must include written communication content expectations.

Will be reviewed to ensure that at least half of the course is 
focused on teaching and learning written communication 
learning outcomes.
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