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CAPSTONES

1. Capstone or 
Culminating  
Experience (2)

2 
HRS

PILLARS

1. *Humanities: 
Texts and 
Contexts (3)

2. *Humanities: 
Arts (3)

3. *Natural 
Sciences (3)

4. *Social or 
Behavioral 
Sciences (3)

12 
HRS

FOUNDATIONS

1. *Written 
Communication (3)

2. Advanced Writing (3)
3. *Quantitative 

Reasoning (3)
4. Intercultural 

Explorations (2)

11 
HRS

ARCHES

9 
HRS

1. *Constructed 
World (3)

2. *Natural World 
(3)

3. *Connected 
World (3)

BRIDGES

4 
HRS

1. Speaking & 
Listening (1)

2. Diversity & 
Practice (1)

3. Ethics & 
Reasoning (1)

4. Learning & 
Doing (1)

BRICKS: General Education Program (38 hours)

* All options must be OTM-approved.

Ethics & Reasoning: 
 1+ credit hour
 Any UG level
 Any discipline



Ethical Reasoning Learning Outcomes
Ethics & Reasoning courses are expected to provide teaching and learning opportunities to achieve five ethical 
reasoning outcomes. Consistent with AAC&U’s (2009) VALUE rubrics, Ohio University defines ethical 
reasoning as “reasoning about right and wrong human conduct.”

Ethical self-
awareness

• Students will be able to recognize one's own ethical core beliefs and 
how they shape ethical conduct and thinking.

Perspectives 
and concepts

• Students will be able to understand ethical perspectives, theories, 
and/or concepts.

Ethical 
issue(s)

• Students will be able to recognize, evaluate, and connect ethical 
issues.

Application
• Students will be able to apply ethical perspectives, theories, or 

concepts to a decision-making situation.

Evaluation • Students will be able to evaluate alternative ethical perspectives 
within a decision-making situation.

Ethics & Reasoning



Bridge Course Options

All Bridge courses require at least one credit hour of formalized instruction and out-of-class assignments 
(i.e., 3-4 weeks of a 14-week semester) focused on teaching and learning the specified common goal learning 
outcomes. Accordingly, course options fulfilling Bridge components may be:  

1

Stand-Alone
1+ credit hour 
course focused on 
common goal 
teaching & 
learning, enrolled 
independent of 
other courses

2

Add-On
1 credit hour course 
focused on common 
goal teaching & 
learning, enrolled 
concurrently (optional 
or required) with 
another course

3

Embedded
3+ credit hour course 
where 1 credit hour 
is focused on 
common goal 
teaching & learning

4

Sequenced
Sequence of courses 
where required 
sequence delivers 1 
credit hour of 
common goal 
teaching & learning 
across the sequence



Content Suggestions
Teaching ethical reasoning involves teaching students how to make difficult decisions when ethical 
considerations are involved and when the answers are not straightforward. Accordingly, students should be 
provided opportunities to learn ethical perspectives and concepts as well as make decisions using learned 
theories and concepts. This slide provides examples (suggestions) for ethical reasoning course topics and key 
grade factors.

• Ethical self-awareness
• Ethical theories, 

perspectives, and 
concepts

• Ethical issues
• Ethical decision-making

Course 
Topics

• Self-assessment
• Role play
• Reflection
• Case study
• Simulation

Key Grade 
Factors



ICC Review

UCC’s Individual Course 
Committee (ICC) will review 
Ethics & Reasoning courses to 
ensure that least one credit hour 
of formalized instruction (i.e., 3-4 
weeks of a 14-week semester) is 
focused on teaching and learning 
ethical reasoning. 

Reviews of the course will 
consider the course:
• Description
• Learning outcomes
• Topics list
• Text/readings
• Key grade factors

Sample Learning Outcomes
• Ethics & Reasoning component in a generic science course

1. Students will be able to self-assess their own ethical core beliefs 
as related to scientific research.

2. Students will be able to explain ethical standards in the conduct 
of scientific research.

3. Students will be able to describe and evaluate ethical issues in 
science.

4. Students will be able to apply ethical scientific research standards 
to a decision-making situation.

5. Students will be able to evaluate alternative ethical perspectives 
about scientific research in a decision-making context.



Ethics & 
Reasoning: 
Summary

May be offered from any discipline at any 
undergraduate level

Must deliver teaching and learning 
opportunities to achieve all five ethical 
reasoning learning outcomes.

May be offered in a variety of course formats

Will be reviewed to ensure that at least one 
credit hour of formalized instruction (i.e., 3-4 
weeks of a 14-week semester) is focused on teaching 
and learning ethical reasoning learning 
outcomes.
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