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Check out the RWSA Blog!   

The Rural Women's Studies Association is 

working hard to improve the visibility of rural 

women's studies research and activism around 

the world. Did you know that RWSA has its own 

blog? If you have not already done so, check it 

out at ruralwomensstudies.wordpress.com.   

Join the conversation. Comment on others’ 

blog posts.  Post ideas, opinions, or other 

relevant content on the RWSA Facebook page 

or Twitter account.  There also is an ongoing 

discussion on how to define the conference 

theme for the 2018 triennial meeting at Ohio 

University in Athens, Ohio, USA.   

Contribute a post. Or multiple posts.  Anyone 

who is serving or researching rural women 

should be able to write a paragraph or two about 

what they are working on.  We’d love to hear 

about what you’re working on or thinking about.  

Recent posts have discussed a wide range of 

interesting topics, from a gendered analysis of 

the Beverly Hillbillies to rural black women’s 

activism in Arkansas. 

Invite others to contribute a post. What are 

your colleagues or your students working on?  

What great local grassroots project should 

others hear about?  What archival collections 

should we be exploring? 
 
Join our editorial team. Help us expand the 
reach of this blog, and with it, the field of Rural 
Women’s Studies. 
Ready to dive in?  Or even dip a toe?  I’d love to 
talk with you! 

Cindy Prescott 
cynthia.culver@gmail.com 

 

RWSA at the Agricultural 
History Conference 

The RWSA is holding its annual breakfast 

business meeting at the upcoming Agricultural 

History Society conference in New York. The 

meeting will be held on the Saturday, June 25. 

Details will be available on the RWSA web site. 

Also regarding the AHS meeting, Grey Osterud 

notes that one of the sessions (although it may 

not be apparent from the program) pertains to 

women and gender: Thursday, June 22, 

10:30am-Noon, Panel C, entitled Pre-Industrial 

Agrarian Households in Interaction with 

Urbanized Society. "The Relationship Between 

Country and Town During a Period of Financial 

Panic and Religious Apocalypse: Torstuna-

Chicago and Back, 1820-1850," by Maria 

Erikson (Uppsala University) and Iréne Flygare 

(Stiftelsen Upplandsmuseet) discusses a social 

movement against landlords and banks led by 

discontented women and youth in response to 

an economic and harvest crisis in Sweden, as 

well as the formation of a utopian community in 

the US by emigrants from Torstuna.  

Women and Gender Historians 
of the Midwest 
Does your teaching or scholarship on rural 

women focus on the geographical area of the 

American Midwest? Consider joining the 

Women and Gender Historians of the Midwest. 

It is working to revitalize the organization and 

recruit new members, and soon will have a new 

website. In the meantime, visit WGHOM on 

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/wghom. 

For more information or to be added to the 

WGHOM email list, send a message to Kristin 

Bloomberg at kbloomberg@hamline.edu. 
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 About the RWSA 

Founded in 1998 as an outgrowth of the Sixth 

Conference on Rural and Farm Women in 

Historical Perspective, the Rural Women’s 

Studies Association is an international 

organization for the advancement and 

promotion of farm and rural women’s gender 

studies in historical perspective. The 

Association aims to encourage research, to 

promote existing and forthcoming scholarship, 

and to establish and maintain links with 

contemporary farm and rural women’s 

organizations. The RWSA aims to encourage 

scholars from different disciplinary 

backgrounds and countries to communicate 

about their research and all other activities 

that are supportive to the Association’s goals. 

Co-Chairs: 

Catharine Wilson, University of Guelph 

Katherine Jellison, Ohio University 

Co-Secretaries: 

Margaret Thomas Evans, Indiana University 

East 

Pamela Riney-Kehrberg, Iowa State University 

Co-Treasurers: 

Jenny Barker-Devine, Illinois College 

International Membership and 

Communication Coordinators: 

Pacific—Kate Hunter, Victoria Univ. of 

Wellington 

Canada—Linda Ambrose, Laurentian 

University 

Europe—Margreet van der Burg, Wageningen 

Univ. 

Africa—Olubunmi Ashimolowo, University of 

 Agriculture, Abeokuta, Nigeria 

U.S.—Vivianne Holmes, University of Maine 

Graduate Student Coordinators: 

Maggie Weber, Iowa State University 

Kendra DeHart, Texas Christian University 

Karissa Patton, University of Lethbridge 

Fundraising 

Cynthia Culver-Prescott, University of North 

Dakota 

Newsletter Editor: 

Rebecca Montgomery, Texas State University 

 

 

 

 

 

Web Master: 

Katherine Jellison, Ohio University 

Web Site: 

https://www.ohio.edu/cas/history/institutes-

associations/rwsa/  

Blog: 

https://ruralwomensstudies.wordpress.com/ 

 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/rurwom/ 

 

Twitter: 

@RuralWomenSA 

 

 

Walker  Interviews  

Melissa Walker (Converse College) and Giselle 

Roberts (LaTrobe University, Australia) were 

recently interviewed by Princeton historian Beth 

English for the podcast Working Histories, which 

is a project of the Southern Labor Studies 

Association.  Melissa & Giselle were interviewed 

about documentary editing and about the series 

of books they edit for the University of South 

Carolina Press—the Women's Diaries and 

Letters of the South series.  Walker also was a 

featured expert in a NASCAR special report 

entitled "The Kiss" that ran on Fox Sports 1 on 

Sept. 30.  She was interviewed about the ways 

the women's movement of the 1960s and 1970s 

helped bring about changes in the role of 

women in NASCAR. 

 

 

 

 

Send Us Your News! 
RWSA members would appreciate hearing of 

your accomplishments and awards, changes in 

employment, forthcoming publications, and your 

research discoveries or needs. We also 

welcome announcements from institutions & 

organizations regarding historical holdings, job 

openings, activities, and events.  Please send 

your submissions to Rebecca Montgomery at 

rm53@txstate.edu.   
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Esterchild Book Project 

Elizabeth Esterchild, Regents Professor of 

Sociology, Emerita, at the University of North 

Texas is currently working on a book project 

entitled Wyoma's Life Stories. It examines the life 

and times of Wyoma Hemry Pyle (1902-1997), 

who lived in a sheep wagon as a child, graduated 

from high school in Casper, Wyoming, 

and married a rancher-farmer in 1928. Wyoma 

and Jim lived on the high mountain homestead of 

his parents during the warmer months and down 

in the valley in a slightly modified one room 

schoolhouse in the coldest weather. Always a 

dedicated amateur archaeologist and always 

designing and making a wide variety of 

handicrafts, Wyoma then became an enthusiastic 

and long term member of the Methodist church as 

well as four social/community clubs, and was a 

founding member of the Museum Board in Ten 

Sleep. The book is based on Elizabeth’s research 

in the Ten Sleep/Nowood community of north 

central Wyoming, the 90 typewritten pages of 

memoirs Wyoma recorded at age 80, and forty 

years of daily diaries Wyoma recorded.  

 

New Doctorate! 

Congratulations to Angie Carter, who completed 

her PhD in Sociology and Sustainable Agriculture 

in July 2015 and currently is a teaching fellow at 

Augustana College in Rock Island, IL.  

Jensen Inquiry 

Joan Jensen is writing an article on the angora 

goat boom in New Mexico and a woman who was 

a well-known breeder from the 1880s to 1930s. 

She would like to hear from anyone who has run 

across examples of women angora goat ranchers. 

There were a lot in Texas and some in Oregon 

and California. Angora goats were advertised as 

animals that might be especially good for women 

to raise. Contact Joan at jjen2@q.com.  

Member News 

Thierer Receives Award 

Congratulations to Joyce Thierer, who received 

the Santa Fe Trail Association’s Educator Award 

at this year’s conference.  Joyce, a history 

professor at Emporia State University, was 

recognized for promoting the mission of the 

association through her courses on the Santa Fe 

Trail and related subjects and by encouraging 

her students to attend association events. 

Article on Women & Rural Reform 

Kristin Mapel Bloomberg published "Women and 

Rural Social Reform in the 1870s and 1880s: 

Clara Bewick Colby’s ‘Farmers’ Wives’" in the 

Summer 2015 edition of Agricultural History. 

She also presented on Colby's rural women's 

rights activism for Oregon's 1906 suffrage 

campaign at the conference of the Western 

History Association in October. Bloomberg 

continues to work on her biography of Clara 

Bewick Colby. 

Osterud Update 

Grey Osterud’s 2012 book, Putting the Barn 

Before the House: Women and Family Farming 

in Early Twentieth-Century New York, received 

the Gita Chaudhuri prize in rural women’s 

history from the Western Association of Women 

Historians. Her new project, a comparative 

history of gender in the rural societies of Norway 

and Sweden during the capitalist transition, took 

her to Scandinavia again last summer, where 

she presented a paper at the Nordic Conference 

on the History of Women and Gender. A 

highlight of her trip was a visit to the Swedish 

province of Dalarna, where women have 

traditionally inherited and owned land 

independently of their brothers and husbands. 

Grey is now translating and editing Swedish-

language studies on rural women’s and gender 

history to make them available to English-

reading audiences. 
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RURAL WOMEN'S STUDIES ASSOCIATION 

INCOME AND EXPENSE REPORT 

 1 January through 31 December 2015 

Prepared by Debra A. Reid, Treasurer 

        INCOME 
       

        

 
Membership Dues 

    
 $      465.00  

 
2012 Conference Sponsor 

   
 $   2,672.73 

 
Meals/Receptions 

     

 
Grants* 

      

 
Checking Interest 

     

 
Silent Auction/Book Sales 

   
 $     762.00  

 

Miscellaneous (non-cashed check; refund from First Mid Bank for 
fees charged) 

 

 
Conference Fund 

     

       
 $  3,899.73  

Subtotal 
       

 
Endowment Contributions (Jensen-Neth Fund*) 

  
 $       50.00  

 
Interest 

      

  

CD - Operating  
#82075 

  
$5.79  

 

  

CD - Endowment 
(Jensen-Neth Fund) 
#82073 $5.56  

 

  

[note: includes interest 
Jan-Dec 2012] 

  

  

Savings Account 
#90959109 

 
$1.46  

 

 
Total Interest Income 

    
 $       12.81  

TOTAL INCOME 
     

 $   3,962.54  

        EXPENSES 
      

 
Postage 

      

 
Supplies/Copies 

     

 
Facility Rental/Lodging 

     

 
Transportation 

     

 
Food 

      

 
Honorarium (Speaker subvention) 

    
$      3,350.00 

 
Marketing (website design) 

    

 
Travel/Expenses Reimbursement (Speakers) 

   

 
Misc.  (fees charged by First Mid Bank) 

  
 $           1.60  

TOTAL EXPENSES 
     

 $    3,351.60  

NET INCOME/LOSS 
     

 $       610.94 

  
       Fund Balance @ 31 December 2014 

   
 $  15,778.00  

Fund Balance @ 31 December 2015 
   

 $  16,388.94  

Fund Balance includes Checking, Petty Cash, CDs [Operating and Restricted inc. Jensen-Neth Fund] 
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RURAL WOMEN’S STUDIES ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 
 
MEMBER INFORMATION 
 
               __________________________________________________ 
FIRST NAME           LAST NAME 
 
            __________________________________________________ 
AFFILIATION 
 
            __________________________________________________ 
MAILING ADDRESS (please circle: Work or Home) 
 
            __________________________________________________ 
CITY       STATE      ZIP / COUNTY CODE    COUNTRY 
 
            __________________________________________________ 
E-MAIL PHONE FAX 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO RWSA: 
 
ANNUAL DUES are $10.00 for students, non-academics, and adjunct and part-time faculty; $25.00 for 
tenure-track faculty; and $50.00 for contributing members.  
 
JOAN JENSEN-MARY NETH FUND: RWSA welcomes contributions to the Joan Jensen-Mary Neth Fund 
to help offset registration fees for invited speakers and international participants. Memorials may be made 
to the Fund as well. Please designate the name of the person being memorialized. 
 
 
DUES:      ________ (Please circle: Annual $10; Annual $25; Contributing $50) 
 
JENSEN-NETH FUND: ________ IN MEMORY OF ___________________________________ 
 
TOTAL ENCLOSED:   ________ 
 
Please mail a personal check or international money order made out to RWSA to: 
 
Debra Reid, RWSA Treasurer 
Dept. of History, Eastern Illinois University 
600 Lincoln Ave. 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217-581-7272 
Fax: 217-581-7233 
e-mail: dareid@eiu.edu 
 

 
(RWSA is a 501C-3 non-profit organization and all donations are tax deductible.) 

 




