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This article was jointly prepared by Carl Brune, Steve 
Grimes, Andreas Schiller and David Ingram. Please look 
at the departmental website for more information on these 
faculty members.

The experimental low-energy nuclear physics program 
started in the early 1960s with  the addition of Roger 
Finlay  and Charles Brient to the faculty.  The program 
grew considerably in the late 1960s with the addition 
of Ray Lane and Jack Rapaport  and the construction 
of the John E. Edwards Accelerator Laboratory and 
the installation of the 4.5 million-volt Van de Graaff 
accelerator.  A vigorous research effort has taken place 
continuously since that time, involving many Ohio 
University faculty, including 4 distinguished professors 
(Lane, Rapaport, Finlay and Grimes).  At the present 
time, the roster of scientists includes faculty Carl Brune, 
Steve Grimes,  David Ingram, and  Andreas Schiller;  
research faculty Tom Massey and  Alexander Voinov;  
technical staff members Don Carter, Devon Jacobs, and 
John O’Donnell; one postdoc and many graduate and 
undergraduate students.

Currently, the research program is primarily supported 
by research grants from the U.S. Department of Energy.  
Over time, our research program has evolved to include 
topics in materials science, applied nuclear physics, and 
astrophysics in addition to basic research in nuclear 

physics.  The term “low-
energy nuclear physics’’ 
roughly means nuclear physics 
at the energy scale of millions 
of electron volts which is 
the appropriate energy scale 
of many subjects in the 
above research areas.  The 
laboratory has been upgraded 
with new technologies over 
the years, most recently 
through the Structure of 
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the Universe University Research Priorities project.  
Many Ohio University nuclear physicists also travel to 
other laboratories to do some of their experiments.  
Conversely, many researchers at national laboratories 
and other universities travel to the Edwards Accelerator 
Laboratory to do their research.  Brief descriptions of 
some of the research efforts are given below.

Astrophysics - Nuclear reactions are responsible for 
the generation of energy and synthesis of elements in 
stars.  Many of these processes can only be understood 
by measuring them in the laboratory with an accelerator 
facility. The Edwards Accelerator Laboratory is ideal 
for many of these measurements.  One of the focus 
areas is the study of the fusion of helium and carbon 
to form oxygen. This nuclear reaction takes place near 
the end of a star’s life, in an epoch of stellar evolution 
known as the red giant phase. Due to our present lack of 
knowledge of the rate of this reaction, it is not possible 
to predict the ratio of carbon to oxygen produced in 
the material ejected by supernovae.  These elements are 
among the most abundantly generated and are also very 
important on earth -- but a quantitative understanding 
of their origin is still lacking.  Another research area in 
astrophysics is the study of nuclear excited states using 
the Neutron Time-Of-Flight (NTOF) method.  In many 
astrophysical scenarios, nuclear excited 
states act as resonances which greatly 
enhance the rates of nuclear reactions.  

New Baker Center as viewed from Emeriti Park next to Clippinger 
(photo by Christine Smith)

4.5 MV Van de Graaff in the 
Edwards Accelerator Lab
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the neutron studies.  More measurements on additional 
targets are planned and similar studies based on inelastic 
scattering as a first step are also planned.

Level Densities - Another area of current research 
is the topic of nuclear level densities.  The nuclear level 
density is simply the density of excited levels as a function 
of energy for a given isotope.  Models for the nuclear 
level density date back to Bethe in the 1930s, but more 
modern approaches move beyond the simple assumptions 
of the Fermi gas model. By including two-body residual 
forces in a more complete fashion, a model calculation 
can describe collective effects.  Excited states which have 
a special phase coherence are shifted in energy relative to 
the position based on single particle energies in this model.  
Not only is it expected that such effects could change level 
densities, but it is anticipated that the relative importance 
could change with excitation energy.  It is generally 
believed that, with the exception of magic nuclei, level 
densities at a given energy increase with increasing mass 
number.  A recent investigation found evidence that level 
densities at a given mass number and excitation energy 
decrease as we move to neutron- or proton-rich nuclei.  
Experiments which test this hypothesis are underway and 
a preliminary analysis indicates that this effect is present.  
This decrease in level density could have substantial effects 
in nucleosynthesis processes.  It can also influence the 
distribution of mass in fragments formed from fission.  If 
confirmed, it is likely that the fundamental reason for 
the decrease is the fact that the average width of levels 
becomes much wider as we approach the drip line where 
nuclei become unstable to particle emission.

Nuclear Structure Physics - Another contributing 
effect is the fact that neutron- and proton-rich nuclei 
can have different closed shells and low energy structure 
than nuclei on the stability line. Investigation of nuclei 
such as 12Be and 24O have been carried out recently 
at the Hahn-Meitner Institute (Berlin) and Michigan 
State University (MSU), respectively. These nuclei are 
both very neutron-rich, with twice as many neutrons 
as protons.  In these regions of the mass table, new 
regions of nuclear deformation and closed shells can 
emerge. The experiments at Michigan State University 
are carried out using the MoNA detector (see Figure), 
which is supported by a large collaboration of  mainly 
undergraduate institutions, one of them Concordia 
College in Moorhead, Minnesota under the guidance of 
Ohio University alumnus Professor Bryan Luther BS 
1983 (HTC) .  Another alumnus, Dr. John Yurkon, BS 
1976 (HTC) is the head of the detector development 
group at MSU’s National Superconducting Cyclotron 
Laboratory.  In this capacity, he has contributed greatly 
to the success of several of our experiments. Two 
experiments (the two-neutron decay of 26O and the 
measurement of the neutron removal cross section to 
the ground state of 23O)  are currently being analyzed by 

Former PhD student Remi Adekola preparing a target chamber at Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory.

Gamma-Ray Strength - Strength functions for 
electromagnetic decay of nuclear excited states remain 
a topic of considerable interest.  Aside from the insight 
they offer into nuclear structure, they are also central 
to our understanding of capture processes relevant 
to nucleosynthesis and nuclear energy.   Much of 
the information available about gamma ray strength 
functions has come from photon-induced reactions.  
However, these reactions are essentially sensitive only 
to the electric dipole component of the gamma ray 
strength function while in the capture process as well as 
the gamma ray decay following other nuclear reactions, 
angular momentum and parity restrictions insure that 
some components of the total spectrum are due to 
magnetic dipole, electric quadrupole and perhaps some 
higher multipoles as well.  Recent studies of this problem 
at other labs primarily use neutron capture to create 
the excited states that gamma decay.  These studies 
typically utilize neutron beams with resolution such that 
one intermediate resonance is involved at one energy.  
This results in large fluctuations in the partial widths, 
complicating the interpretation of the data.  We have also 
been studying the corresponding proton capture reaction.  
In this case, the measured spectra correspond to a 
sum over the contributions of 50 to 100 intermediate 
resonances.  Initial results show more consistency than 

The unique NTOF capabilities at the Edwards Accelerator 
Laboratory are ideal for finding resonances and measuring 
their properties.  Nuclear reactions involving radioactive 
nuclei are important in many astrophysical environments 
such as novae or supernovae where nuclear reactions 
take place quickly.  Until recently, measurements of 
nuclear reactions with radioactive species of short half-life 
(less than about one day) were not possible.  However, 
methods for producing short half-life beams have 
recently been developed, and Ohio University scientists 
are carrying out experiments with such radioactive ion 
beams at several facilities including  Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory and the National Superconducting Cyclotron 
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Ohio University graduate students.  A third experiment 
(the measurement of the neutron removal cross section 
to excited states of  23O)  will be carried out this fall.  

and the analysis of materials with electron beam and x-ray 
spectroscopic techniques. These techniques are integrated 
in a suite of surface science analysis chambers, the W.M. 
Keck Thin Film Analysis Facility.  Through collaborations 
among Condensed Matter and Surface Science (CMSS) 
faculty, the Keck facilities have been used recently to 
analyze materials for such diverse applications as fuel 
cells and steels used in oil pipelines. This has included 
XPS, SAM, and RBS analysis of samples.  The accelerator 
has recently been used to modify some optoelectronic 
samples of Dr. Wojciech Jadwisienczak of  the Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science Department at 
Ohio University. This involved uniformly irradiating the 
samples with MeV ions to explore how this would affect 
their photo-luminescence. Superconducting samples 
of Dr. Jeff Clayhold of Miami University have been 
irradiated by the accelerator to alter their electronic 
transport properties. This work was particularly tricky as 
the irradiation fluence needed to increase linearly across 
the sample. This required careful programming of the 
sample manipulator software by Don Carter.  Irradiation 
of materials by the accelerator is not limited to ion beams; 
Dr. Jim Hall of LLNL is conducting some radiation 
damage experiments using neutrons. The accelerator 
has several unique features for neutron production. It 
can pulse-and-bunch, with sub-nanosecond resolution, 
the ion beam used to produced neutrons, so that it is 
possible to measure neutrons energies with time-of-
flight techniques. It can also produce intense beams of 
fast neutrons up to about 20 MeV. This leads to some 
of our users calling the Edwards Accelerator a neutron 
accelerator. Technically, we accelerate ions that can be 
used to irradiate targets which will produce fast neutrons 
when they are bombarded. Neutrons and gamma rays 
from these targets are now being used to explore the 
possible detection of shielded fissile contraband, closing 
the circle on materials science and nuclear physics.

Conclusion - Ohio University’s researchers in low-
energy nuclear physics are members of the Institute for 
Nuclear and Particle Physics (INPP), which also includes 
researchers performing experiments at higher energies and 
in nuclear theory.  The department now offers a masters 
degree program with an emphasis in Applied Nuclear 
Physics which is focused on research and training in the 
applications of low-energy nuclear physics methods to 
practical applications.  Undergraduate physics majors 
are exposed to experimental low-energy nuclear physics 
through the “Nucleons Lab’’ (PHYS 373).  The future for 
low-energy nuclear physics research is very promising. The 
U.S. Department of Energy has recently committed to 
constructing the Facility for Rare Ion Beams at Michigan 
State University, a $550 M state-of-the art laboratory. 
There is also a growing interest in the application of 
nuclear physics to practical problems including homeland 
security, medicine, and nuclear power.

Sideview of the MoNA detector at Michigan State University. 

Studies of the cross section for neutron elastic scattering 
from protons have been made for many years.  These 
data are clearly very important for improving our 
understanding of the neutron-proton force.  They are 
also very important for applied purposes as well, since 
determination of neutron flux is generally related to 
determination of the number of recoil protons produced 
by the neutrons.  Unfortunately, the data available are 
numerous but not as consistent as might be hoped.  For 
example, there are measurements which are claimed to 
have 1.5% errors which are discrepant by 2.5% to 3%.  
This collaboration includes alumni Fred Bateman, PhD 
1994, (National Institute of Standards and Technology) 
and Nourredine Boukharouba, PhD 1991 (University 
of Guelma, Algeria).

Applied Nuclear Physics - Efforts to improve 
this situation began at Ohio University about a decade 
ago.  A paper reporting new measurements at 10 MeV 
was published five years ago. More recently, our group 
became part of a national collaboration to improve 
the precision of fission cross section data.  This group 
includes physicists from California Polytechnic University 
(San Luis Obispo), Colorado School of Mines, Georgia 
Institute of Technology, Abilene Christian University, 
Idaho National Laboratory, Oregon State University, 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, and Los 
Alamos National Laboratory.  The group will be using a 
time-projection chamber to measure fission cross sections 
relative to the (n,p) cross section.  The particular role 
played by Ohio University scientists in this program is to 
improve the precision of the (n,p) cross section data over 
the energy range from 8 to 15 MeV. 

Materials Science - Work on materials in the 
Edwards Accelerator Laboratory includes accelerator-
based MeV ion beam irradiation, analysis, and 
modification of materials, the fabrication of nanoscale 
materials using physical and chemical vapor deposition, 
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Greetings to friends and alumni of the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Ohio 
University.  While the university is under stress due to the difficult financial climate in  
Ohio and beyond, our department and our alumni continue to generate many success 
stories which I am happy to share in this newsletter.

Some short-term changes are underway among our faculty, in that Tom Statler moved in August to the 
National Science Foundation in Washington, D.C. to serve as a temporary Program Officer in the Division 
of Astronomical Sciences.  Tom is accompanied by his wife, Research Assistant Professor Mangala Sharma, 
and his appointment is expected to last two or three years.   At NSF Tom will be just down the corridor from 
our former colleague Allena Opper , who is now on the faculty at George Washington University and also 
currently serving as a temporary Program Officer, in Nuclear Physics.  

To help cover Tom’s duties while he is away, we are pleased that we were able to hire Violet Mager as a 
Visiting Assistant Professor.  Violet received her Ph.D. from Arizona State University and for the past three 
years has been a Postdoctoral Research Associate at Carnegie Observatories in Pasadena.  She has research 
interests in galaxy evolution and precision measurements of galaxy distances. 

Our faculty continue to generate notable achievements.  Ohio University recently announced that Peter Jung 
has been named the Distinguished Professor for 2009.  This designation is made on the basis of outstanding 
scholarly accomplishment, which in Peter’s case, is evident in his interdisciplinary research in biological physics.  
The Department of Physics and Astronomy has now produced seven Distinguished Professors: John Edwards, 
Ray Lane, Jack Rapaport, Roger Finlay, Steve Grimes, David Drabold, and now Peter Jung, thereby tying the 
Department of English for having the most recipients of this honor since its inception fifty years ago.  

Our other faculty continue to advance in their careers.  During the past year Ido Braslavsky and Horacio 
Castillo were promoted to Associate Professor with tenure, and Daniel Phillips was promoted to Professor, 
in consequence of their excellent performance in teaching, research, and service.  Daniel also was named 
a Fellow of the American Physical Society, an honor bestowed on less than 0.5% of the APS membership 
annually in recognition of outstanding contributions to the discipline.  

According to standard university policy, our department’s academic program undergoes periodic review, 
currently on a 7-year cycle.  The latest such review occurred during the 2008-2009 academic year, with 
Professor Ani Aprahamian from Notre Dame University serving as part of the review committee.  The 
committee’s report was very favorable.  Among its comments was a recommendation to increase our number 

of majors, and several initiatives are currently underway to 
do just that, thanks to the leadership of our Undergraduate 
Chair Ken Hicks.  One project underway is to establish new, 
clearly articulated tracks within our Applied Physics major, with 
engineering and biophysics now in place as options.

A separate review of all graduate programs at Ohio University 
took place during the last year, and our department fared well 
in that process as well.  Programs were labeled according to their 
degree of success, and the PhD in Physics was one of only four 
doctoral programs in the top-ranked Excellent category.  The 
evaluation took into consideration faculty and student quality and 
research indicators, as well as the placement and activities of our 
alumni.  The outcome of this evaluation is something we can all 
take pride in. 

A Note from the Chair — Joe Shields
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A Note from the Editor — Louis E. Wright

As I prepare the third edition of the Newsletter as Editor, I continue to be amazed at 

the great success of the faculty, staff, students and alumni of our department.  Despite 

somewhat difficult economic times, the department continues to thrive and we greatly 

appreciate the loyalty and support from our friends and alumni.

50 Years of the Doctoral Program
This past year was the 50th year of the department’s doctoral program. According to the Ohio University 
Board of Trustees Minutes, on October 8, 1957, the administration was authorized to move along in the 
direction of a PhD program in Physics and Psychology.  The University already had doctoral programs 
in Chemistry, Public Address, and Speech and Hearing Therapy.  Nine months later, on June 6, 1958, 
the Board of Trustees approved the PhD in Physics to begin “as soon as the academic officers feel the 
department is qualified to offer it”.  This did not take too long as the Graduate Bulletin for 1959-60 
indicated that the Department of Physics was now offering the PhD degree in physics. The first PhD 
earned in the new program was by Richard Castle, PhD 1963, working in experimental nuclear physics 
under the direction of Roger Finlay. To date, the department has awarded 271 doctoral degrees which 
averages over 5 per year for the 50 year period.

International Exchange in Nanoscience
The department has long had strong international connections with researchers all over the world, 
particularly in the form of faculty collaborations and the presence of many international students, 
researchers and faculty in Athens.  A new research initiative funded by the National Science Foundation, 
Spin-Polarized Partnership for International Research and Education (SPIRE), sends undergraduate, 
graduate, post-doctoral and journalism students to universities in Germany and Argentina so they can 
interact with leading nanoscience specialists.  The successful SPIRE grant proposal was written by Nancy 
Sandler, Art Smith, Saw-Wai Hla and Sergio Ulloa who are all members of the Nanoscale and Quantum 
Phenomena Institute (NQPI).  So far, graduate students Kendall Clark, Heath Kersell, Andrew Dillulo, and 
Kangkang Wang have each spent  a quarter in Germany at the University of Hamburg, and graduate 
student Greg Petersen is currently in Argentina at the University of Buenos Aires.  Two undergraduates, 
Tianjiao Chen and Jennifer Drerup are in Hamburg for the summer.  More details of the SPIRE program 
are given in the NQPI Spring 2009 Newsletter which can be downloaded from www.oungpi.org/.  The 
Spring 2009 Newsletter also reports on the success of NQPI in Ohio University’s Graduate Education and 
Research Board (GERB) competition for additional funds.  As reported by Art Smith, Director of NQPI, an 
important first step is the investment in a helium recycling facility which should be operational within a 
few months. Such programs that enable our undergraduates and graduate students to become involved 
in international research and educational programs are very positive additions to our programs, and 
NQPI is to be congratulated on their successes.

Late Breaking News: Physics PhD Alumnus Wins Nobel Prize
As this issue goes to press, we learned that Venkatraman (Venki) Ramakrishnan, PhD 1976, was one of 
three scientists awarded the 2009 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for his work on the structure of the ribosome. 
He is currently at the MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology in Cambridge, England.  Venki was featured 
in last year’s Newsletter as a winner of the Outstanding Alumni Award in Arts and Sciences and we 
enjoyed his visit to Athens and Ohio University.  Venki received his PhD in condensed matter theory 
under the direction of Professor Tomo Tanaka. 
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Department News

Staff
During the past year we have had some changes in our 
staff and we have an update on some of our previous staff 
who have changed positions or are retired.  

Cindy White, Administrative Assistant at the Edwards 
Accelerator Lab, retired after more than 25 years in 
the department.  She is teaching quilting—a long 
time hobby—at the Nelsonville Quilt Company.  
Cindy provided invaluable assistance to faculty at the 
Edwards Accelerator Lab and to  graduate students and 
faculty in INPP and the remainder of the department.  
Unfortunately, due to budget problems, we have been 
unable to fill Cindy’s position at the present time.

Ruth Webb-Duffy, Administrative Assistant  in 
Clippinger working with the undergraduate teaching 
labs, has retired.  She worked in the department for 9 
years and will be greatly missed. Ruth has been replaced 
on a temporary basis by Vickie Ball-Seiter.  

A number of our former staff have taken other positions 
at Ohio University.  Former Departmental Administrator 
Shane Gilkey  is now Assistant Vice President for 
Research and Sponsored Programs while his successor 
as Department Administrator, Heather Krugman, is 
Budget Manager and Analyst for the Scripps College of 
Communications.  Heather will be working part-time on 
her PhD in Education beginning in September of this 
year.  Our longtime former Departmental Administrator, 
Betty Craddock lives in Athens and has an active 
retirement life.

Many of our retired staff members live in southeast Ohio.  
Former staff in the Ralph Cade Machine Shop include 
Roger Smith, who lives near Athens and has kept himself 
busy by building a 2-story storage barn on his property, 
and Peter McQuade, who lives in the Hideaway Hills 
residential area near Lancaster, Ohio.  We were fortunate 
to have a visit in July by former director of the Machine 
Shop, Ralph Cade, who has lived in Florida for many 
years.  The department’s long tradition of excellence in 
the Machine Shop continues with the current staff of 
Doug Shafer and Jeremy Dennison.

The department also is very pleased to have a new staff 
person, Julie Goettge, who came to us from Geography.  
Julie is our Research Administrator and is partially 
supported by the SPIRE Research Grant.

Raymond Lane   
David Onley
Jacobo Rapaport  
Roger Rollins    
Edward Sanford    
Folden Stumpf    
Tomoyasu Tanaka    
Louis Wright     
Seung Yun    
 

1990-91
Ernst Breitenberger
Charles Brient
Ronald Cappelletti
Charles Chen
James Dilley
Roger Finlay
Steven Grimes
Kenneth Hicks
Earle Hunt
Darrell Huwe
David Ingram
Martin Kordesch
Prasun Kundu
Raymond Lane
David Onley
Jacobo Rapaport
Roger Rollins
Edward Sanford
Folden Stumpf
Sergio Ulloa
Louis Wright
Seung Yun

2000-01
Charles Brient
Daniel Carman
James Dilley
David Drabold
Charlotte Elster
Steven Grimes
Jean Heremans
Kenneth Hicks
David Ingram
Peter Jung
Martin Kordesch
Allena Opper
Roger Rollins
Joseph Shields
Arthur Smith   
Victoria Soghomonian
Thomas Statler
Sergio Ulloa
Larry Wilen
Louis Wright

Faculty Over the Decades
The number of full-time faculty of the Department of 
Physics (and Astronomy after 1982) at Ohio University 
has increased over the decades.  The list of faculty each 
decade from 1950-51 until 2000-2001 is: 

1950-51    
John Edwards
Oscar McClure    
William Pierce
H. Hewell Roseberry    
    

1960-61
John Edwards
Lawrence Gallagher
Albin Johnson
Suvendra Malik
Fred Otter
William Pierce
Charles Randall
James Shipman
Thomas Smith  
Folden Stumpf 
  

1970-71
Jerry Adams
Jeremiah Barry
James Bishop
Ernst Breitenberger
Charles Brient
Ronald Cappelletti
Charles Chen
James Dilley
John Edwards
Roger Finlay
Earle Hunt
Darrell Huwe
Richard Koshel
Raymond Lane
Bashir Munir
David Onley
Charles Randall
Jacobo Rapaport
Bruce Reynolds
Roger Rollins
Edward Sanford
James Shipman
Folden Stumpf
Wesley Unruh
Louis Wright
Seung Yun

1980-81    
Jeremiah Barry      
Ernst Breitenberger 
Charles Brient  
Ronald Cappelletti 
Charles Chen      
James Dilley     
Roger Finlay      
Steven Grimes    
Earle Hunt
Darrell Huwe     
Richard Koshel
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John (Jack) Price Winner BS 1937 died April 16, 
2009 in Alexandria, Va.  As noted in his obituary in the 
Athens Messenger, Jack grew up in Stewart, Ohio and 
graduated from Rome Canaan High School in 1933.  
He graduated from Ohio University in 1937 as its first 
physics major, along with three other graduates; prior to 
that time students received an AB without designation of 
a major.  During his career he pursued graduate studies at 
MIT and worked for the United States Weather Bureau 
(now National Weather Service), ultimately serving as 
chief forecaster at Washington National Airport and the 
Suitland, MD regional office, before retiring in 1975.

James Trusler Shipman 
BS 1951, MS 1953,  died 
Friday, July 10, 2009 at his 
home in Belington, West 
Virginia. He was born 
June 25, 1919, at Overhill, 
Upshur County, a son of 
the late Alonzo McClural 
and Alpha Jane (Trusler) 
Shipman. He was married 
to the former Genevieve 
Phillips, who preceded 
him in death.  Surviving 
are three daughters, Sarah 
E. Shipman-Kuntz and 
husband, Jerry,   
Belington, Susannah L. 

Clark and husband, Gerald K., Clarksburg, and Sudie L. 
Shipman, Belington; and four grandchildren.

Jim was a veteran of World War II, serving as a radioman 
and Electronics Instructor in the U.S. Navy.  Professor 
Shipman received a Bachelor of Science degree In 
1951 and Master of Science degree in 1953 from Ohio 
University, and subsequently joined the faculty at his 
alma mater in the Department of Physics, retiring as 
Professor Emeritus in 1978. He served as chairman 
of the Department from 1968 until 1972. Professor 
Shipman was known as an inspiring teacher.  He was the 
senior author of the text An Introduction to Physical 
Science, now in its 12th edition, which has been adopted 
by several hundred colleges in the United States.  His 
research and teaching activities were supported by grants 
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Lincoln 
Labs and the National Science foundation. In recognition 
of his accomplishments, Jim Shipman was awarded, in 
1978, the first Honorary Doctor of Engineering Science 
degree by the Chubu Institute of Technology (now 
Chubu University) in Nagoya, Japan. 

Jim Shipman was an active supporter of Ohio University, 
serving as Secretary of its Alumni Board for eight years 
and on the College of Arts and Sciences Board of Visitors 
for a decade. In 1994, he was named Outstanding Friend 

of the College of Arts and Sciences.   Professor Shipman 
led the establishment of a scholarship fund to support 
undergraduates in physics and, at the request of the 
Physics Department faculty, the fund was named in his 
honor at the time of his retirement. The Shipman family 
has requested that memorial contributions be directed to 
the Shipman Scholarship Fund.

Louis J. Simonangeli, PhD 1973, died on October 
3, 2006 in Levittown, Pa.  Louis received his PhD in 
experimental high energy physics under the direction of 
Darrell Huwe.

Robert (Bob) J. Wood 
BS 1978 (HTC) was 
killed in February 2009 
in an automobile accident 
near his home when he 
was struck by a drunken 
driver.  After graduating 
from Ohio University, 
Bob went on to complete 
a masters degree at MIT 
and, as an employee of 
McDonnell Douglas, 
trained as a payload 
specialist for the Space 
Shuttle before commercial 

utilization of the shuttle was curtailed in the wake of the 
Challenger accident.  Bob was a triathlete and worked in 
St Louis as a managing engineer at Boeing at the time 
of his death at the age of 51.  He is survived by his wife 
Alicia Wood, five children, and one grandchild.

Cornelius Bennhold,  
PhD 1987, Professor of 
Physics and recent Chair of 
the Department of Physics 
at The George Washington 
(GW) University, died on 
April 22, 2009, at the age 
of 48, after a long and 
courageous struggle against 
cancer. Cornelius earned 
his B.S. degree from the 
University of Mainz in 
Germany in 1981, and his 
PhD from Ohio University 
in 1987 working on 

theoretical nuclear physics under the direction of Louis 
Wright.  He held postdoctoral fellowships at Mainz and 
then at TRIUMF in Canada.  He came to The George 
Washington University in 1992 as Assistant Professor 

Transitions
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Physics Major Scholarships 
Due to the generosity of alumni, faculty and friends, our majors have access to a number of scholarships 
which assist them in achieving their educational goals.  We are very grateful to your previous support 
to these scholarship funds and we would encourage you to be as generous as you can in providing 
continuing contributions.   Scholarship recipients for 2008-2009 and funding sources are: Tianjiao  Chen 
(Distinguished Professor Drabold/Gecsy), Chris Diltz (Distinguished Professor Grimes/Singh), Brian Helbig 
(Edwards/Ewers), Anna Opitz (Edwards), Robert Meholif (Edwards), Kayla Fultz (Edwards),  Tyler Perry 
(Edwards), James Ralston  (Edwards),  Jennifer Drerup (Gecsy/Huwe), Joel Rogers (Gecsy/Stocker), Vince 
Roberts (Shipman), John Kerr (Shipman), Kyle Baldosser (Stocker),  Alicia Gooding (Stocker), and Kyle 
Uckert (Stocker).

of Physics.  He was promoted to Associate Professor 
in 1998 and to Professor in 2003.  He served as Chair 
of the Department from 2004 to 2008.  His research 
gained support from the U.S. Department of Energy and 
the National Science Foundation.  Cornelius is survived 
by his wife Laurette Samaan-Bennhold, who he met in 
Athens, and his daughter Catalina.

Cornelius was a theoretical nuclear physicist, 
whose work led to the understanding of several 
fundamental aspects of the structure of matter.  He 
became a widely recognized expert in the physics of few-
body nuclei and in hypernuclear physics.  In addition, 
he developed a coupled-channels approach to nucleon 
resonances.  He was often invited to give talks on his 
work at international conferences and major universities 
and laboratories.  He organized and chaired several 
major conferences himself.  He kept in close contact 
with the experimental nuclear-physics community as 
well, leading to a healthy cross-fertilization of ideas 
and observations.  He was immensely productive:  he 
published over 100 papers in refereed physics journals 
and gave over 100 invited talks.  Four of his papers 
have been cited more than 100 times, demonstrating 
his influence on the field.  GW recognized his 
accomplishments with the Trachtenberg Award for 
Faculty Scholarship. 

Cornelius was a superbly talented teacher.  He had 
a knack for illuminating the conceptual side of every 
question and explaining it in a direct and concise manner.  
He was innovative in his pedagogical methodology 
and techniques—he was a leader in the Department of 
Physics for advocating active engagement in learning and 
for the use of technology in the classroom.  His efforts 
were recognized by GW with the award of two separate 
teaching prizes—the Robert W. Kenny Prize in 1995 and 
the Morton Bender Award in 2007.  His inspirational 

teaching led naturally to scholarly pursuit:  the 
development of a novel framework for linking physics 
problem-solving skills with specific cognitive abilities.  In 
fact, he was in the process of incorporating this idea into 
an organized classroom curriculum.  His work in the 
area of Physics Education Research has been presented in 
talks and papers at various professional conferences and 
was approved in 2009 for funding by the National 
Science Foundation.

Cornelius, along with his friend Ralf Adelseck, PhD 
1988,  were recruited for the graduate program at 
Ohio University by Louis Wright while on sabbatical 
in Mainz in 1981-82.  Following their very successful 
performance at Ohio University, an active recruitment 
program was launched for German students who had 
completed the Vor-Diplom or Diplom in Germany or 
Austria.  This turned out to be quite successful and led to 
the following successful graduates (thesis or dissertation 
director in parentheses):  Markus Löcher PhD 1997 
(Hunt), Andreas Rhode PhD 1997 (Rollins),  Petra 
Stumm PhD 1997 (Drabold), Michael Tung  MS 1990 
(Wright), Oliver Lass MS 1998, Birgit Effey PhD 1999 
(Cappelletti),  Markus Schwickert PhD 1999 (Harp), 
Dirk Hansen MS 2000 (Wilen), Dirk Blankenberg MS 
2001, Mathias Mozer MS 2002 (Carman), Andreas 
Weichselbaum PhD 2004 (Ulloa), and Steven Diehl  
PhD 2006 (Statler).
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Previous Graduates
Please let the Editor know what is happening in your 
career, with your family, or with any other item of interest 
to your fellow alumni and friends of the Department 
of Physics and Astronomy at Ohio University.  Send 
information to wright@ohiou.edu or use the enclosed form 
and envelope to let us know what is going on in your life.   
Doctoral graduates should checkout our webpage entitled 
Ph.D.Alumni: Where Are They Now? found under 
People on the departmental website www.phy.ohiou.edu.  
Please send in corrections and/or updates.

2000-present

Megan Krejny, BS 2001 (HTC) completed her PhD 
in physics at Northwestern, where she was involved in 
developing novel instrumentation for submillimeter 
polarimetry of astronomical sources.  She is currently a 
postdoc at the University of Minnesota.

Chris Stevenson  BS 2001 (HTC), works as an attorney 
for the Federal Aviation Administration in Atlanta.  His 
primary area of practice is enforcement of aviation safety 
regulations, but his work also addresses employment law, 
ethics, and other miscellaneous legal questions.

Mathias Ulrich Mozer, MS 2002, after completing his 
MS thesis under the direction of Dan Carman at Ohio 
University returned to Germany.  In 2006 he received 
a PhD from Heidelberg in high energy physics based 
on work done at HERA in Hamburg.  The title of his 
dissertation was: Measurement and QCD analysis of 
diffractive jet cross sections in deep inelastic scattering 
at HERA.

Gabriela and Andi Petculescu, PhDs 2002, presented 
papers at the Fall 2008 Acoustical Society of America 
Meeting.  They are both on the faculty at the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette.  Their doctoral research 
projects were led by Larry Wilen.

Robert Salow, PhD 2004, is a Research  Staff  Member 
at the Institute for Defense  Analyses in Alexandria, VA.

Anca Constantin, PhD 2004,  after completing her 
postdoctoral appointment at the Harvard Smithsonian 
Center for Astrophysics will be an Assistant Professor 
at James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia 
beginning this Fall.  Anca did her doctoral research in 
astrophysics with Joe Shields.

Catalin Matei,  PhD 2006, is completing his postdoc at 
Oak Ridge and along with his wife, Violeta Iancu, PhD 
2006, will be moving to Belgium. Catalin will be a
postdoctoral fellow at the Joint Reseach Center, Institute 

Alumni News

Danda Acharya with guests Joe Shields and Arnie Aronson at his lab 
at Brookhaven.

for Reference Materials and Measurements, in Geel while 
Violeta will be at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven.  
Catalin’s doctoral work was directed by Carl Brune while 
Violeta worked with Saw Hla.

Steven Diehl,  PhD 2006, completed a postdoc at Los 
Alamos and has taken a permanent job with TLT Turbo 
in Germany.  Steven’s doctoral research in astronomy was 
directed by Tom Statler.

Deepshikha Choudhury,  PhD 2006, currently a 
postdoc at George Washington University, has taken 
a position as a postdoctoral fellow at the University of 
North Carolina beginning in September.  Her husband, 
Shaleen Shukla, PhD 2008, will have a teaching 
position in Chapel Hill.  Deepshikha did her dissertation 
research with Daniel Phillips while Shaleen worked with 
Steve Grimes. 

Danda Acharya, PhD 2007, is a postdoctoral researcher 
at Brookhaven National Laboratory.  The photo above 
is from May of 2009 when Danda gave a tour of his 
lab to department chair Joe Shields and our alumnus 
Arnie Aronson, BS 1953 who continues to work at 
Brookhaven.  Danda did his doctoral research in surface 
science under the direction of Saw Hla.

Ting Lin, PhD 2008, is a postdoctoral research associate 
in the High Energy Astrophysics group at the Harvard 
Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics in Cambridge, MA.  
Ting’s dissertation research was in nuclear theory under 
the direction of Charlotte Elster.

Manasvita Joshi, PhD 2009, has accepted a 
postdoctoral research position at Boston University.  
Manasvita did her dissertation research in astrophysics 
with Markus Böttcher.
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 Petra Stumm with her three daughters.

Aderemi Adekola, PhD 2009,  is a post doctoral 
researcher at the University of North Carolina using the 
research facilities at the Triangle Universities Nuclear 
Laboratory located on the Duke University campus.  
Remi’s dissertation research in low energy experimental 
nuclear physics was directed by Carl Brune.

1990-1999

Philip Zecher, BS 1990 (HTC), after graduate school 
at Michigan State University (MSU) where he received 
a PhD in Physics, joined Deloitte Consulting in New 
York, working in the financial services industry.  A few 
years later, he and two others started a company that did 
risk management for hedge funds and banks – selling the   
company in 2006, largely because he became disillusioned 
with what passed for risk management.  Phil said that it 
had become clear to a number of his colleagues how little 
general risk management practices told you and how much 
firms used “risk management” as a cover.  However, later 
in 2006, he joined three others in starting a hedge fund 
in Stamford, CT where he is a partner and the chief risk 
officer for the firm. Their fund (EQA Partners, LP) trades 
currencies and what are called “global macro” strategies, 
where they invest through futures in global equity 
indexes/government bonds and commodities.  Phil says 
that while this has been anything but an easy environment 
for starting a new hedge fund, he was lucky to have three 
very experienced partners and they have done quite 
well.  Phil says he has not totally lost touch with physics 
or academia.  In the November, 2008 issue of the APS 
News, there is a Viewpoint article he wrote concerning 
the competition between MSU/NSCL and Argonne for 
the Facility for Rare Ion Beams.  He also serves on the 
College of Natural Sciences Dean’s Advisory board at 
MSU.  He also had the chance to teach a weekend seminar 
last year at the University of Chicago in the mathematics 
department’s Center for Financial Mathematics.

Saurav Misra, BS 1991 (HTC) followed his education 
in Engineering Physics at Ohio University with graduate 
study and postdoctoral work at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign and the National Institutes of 
Health, respectively.  He is currently an assistant professor 
equivalent in the research division of the Cleveland 
Clinic.  He notes that like Dr. Ramakrishnan, he ended 
up working in macromolecular X-ray crystallography 
(protein structure) and biophysics/biochemistry.  He 
emailed us to offer congratulations on the awarding of 
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry to Venki and said that he 
is always happy to take Ohio U. students as interns or 
tech candidates.  Saurav said, “It’s always been a matter 
of pride for me to be associated with Ohio University, 
particularly so today!”

Fred Hall IV, BS 1991 (HTC), after earning a PhD in 
space physics from the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
held a postdoctoral position at the University of 
North Carolina-Chapel Hill.  He recently accepted a 
Visiting Assistant Professor position at Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University in Daytona Beach, Florida.
 
Donald Weekley, MS 1994, works in the University 
without Boundaries Program at Ohio University.

Xun Yang, PhD 1994,  still works for Motorola, but has 
moved to the Washington, DC office from the Chicago 
office so that her husband can be closer to family and 
friends.  In addition, there is a new Chinese Immersion 
school in DC for their son to attend.  Xun did her doctoral 
work in experimental nuclear physics with Jack Rapaport.

Petra Stumm, PhD 1997, reported the following: “I 
graduated twelve years ago and when I think of where I 
am in life, the path really started at Ohio University. It was 
a great Ph.D program and there were several professors 
that influenced me strongly on a technical and personal 
level. The biggest “thanks” belongs to my advisor, Dave 
Drabold, who was a great mentor. I had not planned to 
stay in the U.S. for more than one year, so it was really the 
great experiences I had at Ohio that changed my mind to 
stay longer.  After graduating, I started working at Siemens 
Microelectronics which had a DRAM Development 
Alliance with IBM for developing next generation DRAMs 
at their fab in Fishkill, NY. I stayed there for 3 years 
and then transferred with the same company to their 
Design Center in Cary, NC.  There, I initially worked 
on understanding the root cause of DRAM customer 
returns that came back from customers like Intel, HP, 
Dell, etc, but after three years switched into New Product 
Development. This was a very exciting area since it took 
more than 1 year of planning and designing before we 
would have “first silicon” of a new DRAM device.  After 
first silicon, it would take another 6-9 months before the 
new DRAM was sufficiently analyzed and tested to be 
qualified for shipping to customers.  Unfortunately, in 
the mean time Siemens had spun off the Microelectronics 
Unit, and the new company “Infineon” a few years later 
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Joe Shields, Lee Mosbacker, David Ingram and Art Smith following lunch 
at the new Baker Center

spun off the DRAM unit ‘Qimonda’, which did not 
survive the latest downturn. Since DRAM is known to be 
a very cyclical business, I was eager to leave the DRAM 
world behind and now enjoy working on New Product 
Development at NVIDIA. The latest product that I 
worked on at NVIDIA actually won the Editor’s Choice 
Award for the best Gaming Rig at hardwarezone.com. It 
always strikes me as funny that I actually do not play any 
video games at all.  On a personal level, those that know 
me surely remember Michael (Michael Maldei, PhD in 
Chemical Engineering) as well. We have since married, 
and have three daughters, the oldest of which is 4, so you 
can imagine that our life is fairly busy. Michael now works 
for AMD, which is actually a competitor to NVIDIA. We 
moved to Austin in the fall of 2008, and are still exploring 
the area. It is a nice place to live, although the summers 
need some getting used to – more or less every day since 
mid-June has hit 100F.  And yes, … I still have the horses.”

Sanjeev Gunawardena, BS 1997 (HTC), senior 
engineer with the Ohio University Avionics Engineering 
Center, was featured in an article in The Post along 
with a research colleague, Zhen Zhu, discussing their 
development of the GPS Anomalous Event Monitor to 
help track and record GPS signal interruption.  Sanjeev 
came to Ohio University’s Honors Tutorial College from 
Sri Lanka and his application included a recommendation 
from the late Arthur C. Clarke.

Howard Lee Mosbacker, BS 1999 (HTC),  as reported 
in the first issue of the Nanoscale and Quantum 
Phenomena Institute (NQPI) Newsletter last Spring, 
returned to campus in November of 2008 to discuss 
ways for researchers to market their ideas and technology 
to businesses. Lee held a small discussion with NQPI 
members prior to giving a colloquium entitled The 
Physics of Entrepreneurship.   Lee worked on his senior 
thesis at Ohio University under the direction of Allena 
Opper.  He then enrolled in the graduate program at 
Ohio State and, while working on his PhD, developed 
the idea for Traycer Diagnostic Systems.  In 2008 he 
started Traycer Diagnostic Systems — a Columbus-based 
company that specializes in the use of microwave and 
terahertz imaging for medical applications.

Tao Lin, PhD 1999, lives in Santa Clara, California 
and is a project leader and engineer with the Quantum 
Corporation.  Tao did his dissertation research under the 
leadership of Gerry Harp.

1980-1989

Bryan Luther, 1983  BS (HTC), is a Professor at 
Concordia College in Minnesota performing research 
in experimental nuclear physics.  After graduating from 
Ohio University and working as a chemist Bryan returned 
to graduate school in experimental nuclear physics at 
Ohio State University earning a PhD in 1993 working on 
the (p,n) reaction. 

Ramesh C Tailor, PhD 1983, is an Assistant Professor 
in the Department of Radiation Physics at the University 
of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston.  
Ramesh carried out his dissertation research in 
experimental nuclear physics with Jack Rapaport.

Majid Sowtarie, PhD 1984, is on the physics faculty 
at Bethany College in West Virginia which will host the 
AAPT Appalachian Section Meeting in October 2009.  
Majid will be president of the Section.

1970-1979
Ted Leung,  PhD 1971, is retired from a very interesting 
career in a number of agencies in Washington including 
the CIA, NSA, and Department of Energy.  He now 
serves as a volunteer Patient Counselor at NIH.  Ted 
received his PhD in nuclear theory working under the 
direction of Richard Koshel.

Theodore Lyras, MS 1971, is an emeritus Provost at 
the American College in Greece.  He lives in Athens 
with wife Anneta and his son Elias and is a consultant for 
Educational Institutions.

David Maloney, MS 1973, received the 2009 Excellence 
in Physics Education Award from the AAPT.  The 
citation read “For leadership in introducing physicists 
in two-year colleges to new instructional methods, in 
developing new materials based on physics education 
research, and in fostering faculty networking, particularly 
in two-year colleges.” 

Deborah Roudebush,  BS 1976 (HTC)  teaches 
high school physics at Oakton High School in Fairfax, 
Va.    Congratulations to Deborah on being awarded 
the AAPT Excellence in Pre-College Teaching Award  at 
the Summer AAPT meeting held July 25-29, 2009 in 
Ann Arbor.  Deborah was a member of the first class in 
the HTC program in physics and is married to another 
departmental alumnus, David Larch, BS 1974.
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1960-1969

William Woodcock, BS 1966, MS 1970, survived 
the recession of the 1970’s by moving to Hamburg, 
Germany and becoming a teacher of math and physics 
at the Albert Schweitzer Gymnasium for several years.  
“Woody” then joined AEG-Telefunken in Hamburg, 
becoming a specialist in photovoltaics (solar cells) and 
a designer of spacecraft solar arrays, culminating in 
design work for Hubble Space Telescope.  Lockheed 
Martin then hired him away to California, where he 
expanded his skills and has served many spacecraft 
programs (military, weather, and scientific) as a specialist 
in electrical power, encompassing the disciplines of 
photovoltaics, power regulation and charging electronics, 
poser transfer and distribution, battery chemistry, and 
deployment mechanisms.  His proudest achievement 
was a Poser (3D software rendering) design for the 
Lunar Prospector spacecraft, which orbited the moon 
and provided the first definitive proof of the existence of 
water-ice on the moon’s surface.

Lawrence Crum, PhD 1967,  gave an invited paper 
at the Fall 2008 Meeting of the Acoustical Society of 
America.  His research in experimental acoustics was 
directed by Burt Stumpf.  Lawrence is at the Applied 
Physics Laboratory at the University of Washington.

Pearly Cunningham,  MS 1968, recently retired from 
the Community College of Allegheny County at the 
South Campus and still lives near Pittsburgh.  He had a 
long and distinguished teaching career at the college and 
also made valuable contributions to the national AAPT.  
Pearly is still active in physics education projects.  He 
and his wife visited the department in July, 2008.  Pearly 
earned a Doctor of Education degree from 
Nova Southeastern.

Roger Richards, MS 1968, is an officer in the 
Narragansett Regional Chapter of the Acoustical Society 
of America.  He earned a PhD at Penn State and works 
at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center in Newport, 
Rhode Island.

Robert Karas, 1968, was in our graduate program 
in 1967-1968 but was unable to complete his degree 
due to temporary health reasons.  He went on pursue 
a successful career in the industrial chemicals business 
with his family in Chicago. Robert recently reestablished 
contact with our department since his son Scott is 
starting undergraduate studies at Ohio University.  
Robert took the graduate electrodynamics course with 
Ernst Breitenberger, who left a vivid and favorable 
impression, and the two met again recently when Robert 
visited Athens.  Robert is currently retired but maintains 
a strong interest in cosmology and physics. During his 
visit he presented the department with a beautifully 
mounted display of NASA images of Saturn.

James L Stone, BS 1969, is Professor of Physics and 
Director of Graduate Studies at Boston University 
and has recently been selected as a Jefferson Science 
Fellow for 2009. The prestigious Jefferson Science 
Fellowships have been established to create opportunities 
for substantial engagement of tenured scientists and 
engineers from U.S.  academic institutions in the work 
of the State Department.    After graduating from Ohio 
University, Stone received an MS and PhD in physics 
from the University of Michigan. Prior to joining 
Boston University he was a postdoctoral researcher at 
the European Centre for Nuclear Research (CERN) in 
Geneva, Switzerland.  His research in particle physics 
has focused on experimental tests of grand unified 
theories through searches for nucleon instability and 
through studies of the interactions of neutrinos. His 
experiments utilize massive particle detectors located 
in deep underground caverns. In 1987, Stone and his 
collaborators announced the first observation of a burst 
of neutrinos being emitted by a supernova in the Large 
Magellanic Cloud; and in 1998, Stone and U.S./Japanese 
collaborators presented data showing that neutrinos were 
massive particles, extending the current understanding of 
the constituents of matter and imposing a revision of the 
standard model of particle physics. Professor Stone and 
his collaborators shared the Bruno Rossi Prize and the 
Asahi-Shinbun Prize for these research accomplishments. 
He has authored/co-authored more than 250 journal 
articles and edited a book on magnetic monopoles. He 
has served on numerous panels and review committees 
for the National Science Foundation and the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Office of Science.  Professor Ken 
Hicks had the pleasure of serving on a DOE panel headed 
by Jim Stone this summer.
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Please consider designating the Department of Physics and 
Astronomy when you give your gift to Ohio University.  
The Department needs money for scholarships, books, 
travel funds for students, recruitment of students, and 
paying the expenses of visiting speakers.  In this list, the 
greatest need is for undergraduate major scholarships.  
Since the level of state funding does not allow us to 
address these needs adequately, your support helps us 
provide added excellence.  For this support, we are very 
appreciative.  Our major endowment funds include:

•	John	Edwards	Scholarship	Fund—Distinguished	Professor	John	
Edwards	left	a	bequest	of	approximately	$300,000	to	endow	
this	scholarship	fund.	The	Scholarships	are	given	to	majors	
who	have	financial	need	and	have	demonstrated	some	initial	
success	at	Ohio	University	(that	is,	rising	sophomores,	juniors	
and	seniors).	

•	Robert	Gecsy	Scholarship	Fund—Endowed	by	Jeanette	
Grasselli-Brown	in	memory	of	her	brother	who	was	a	physics	
student.	

•	Darrell	Huwe	Scholarship	Fund—Endowed	by	family	and	
friends	in	memory	of	Professor	Darrell	Huwe.	The	scholarship	is	
preferentially	given	to	students	from	a	rural	background	with	
financial	need.

•	James	Shipman	Scholarship	Fund—This	fund	was	initiated	
by	Professor	Jim	Shipman	and	Will	Konneker	(MS	1947)	in	
the	1970s	and	has	been	supplemented	greatly	since	then	by	
Jim	Shipman	using	money	generated	from	his	very	successful	
physical	science	textbook,	An	Introduction	to	Physical	Science	by	
Shipman,	Todd	and	Wilson,	which	is	currently	in	its	12th	edition.	
It	provides	our	primary	support	for	incoming	freshman	majors.

•	Abhishek	Singh	Scholarship	Endowment—This	endowment	has	
been	launched	with	gifts	from	faculty,	staff	and	students	of	the	
department	along	with	contributions	from	friends	of	Abhishek	to	
honor	his	memory.	

•	Mark	Grimes	Memorial	Fund—Created	to	honor	Mark	Grimes	
and	his	interest	in	the	undergraduate	physics	program.	
The	purpose	is	to	provide	enrichment	of	the	undergraduate	
experience	of	physics	majors.

•	Edward	R	Sanford	Astronomy	Fund—Created	to	honor	Professor	
Sanford,	the	income	from	this	endowed	fund	is	used	in	support	
of	the	astronomy	program	in	the	department.

•	Department	of	Physics	and	Astronomy	Fund—A	general	
endowed	fund	with	major	contributions	from	Professors	Wright	
and	Rollins.	The	funds	generated	can	be	used	at	the	discretion	of	
the	department	Chair	for	support	of	the	educational	programs	of	
the	department. 

 I would like to make a contribution of  to   
 Amount (Fund Name)

 I enclose a check made out to The Ohio University Foundation,     OR

Credit Card Authorization  I authorize $  to be charged to my   Visa  Mastercard  AMEX

Credit Card Number  Exp.Date 

Signature  Date 

Printed Name 

Return in pre-paid envelope, or to The Ohio University Foundation, PO Box 869, Athens, Oh 45701.   For on-line 
giving visit www.ohio.edu/give/.

Gifts to Ohio University
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Please fill out the form below and return it in the enclosed envelope. It will help us in the department to renew contacts 
with you and will also let our alumni and your friends to know more about you and your career. We are very interested 
in hearing from you. In particular if there are any changes or new developments in your career or in your family that you 
wish to share, please return this form. Also, if you have information about other Department of Physics and Astronomy 
Alumni, please add it at the bottom of the form. We are hoping to hear from you.

Name 

Degree/Year 

Email Address 

Mailing Address 

Occupation 

Items for the Newsletter and Comments:

Information on Other Departmental Alumni:

News from Alumni
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Recent Graduates
Aderemi Adekola, PhD 2009, worked in experimental nuclear
 physics with Carl Brune and is now a post-doc at the University of  
 North Carolina.

Yue Pan, PhD 2009, did his dissertation work in condensed matter 
 theory with David Drabold.  Yue is currently in California, but in  
 September will be joining a medical devices company called BioEm  
 based in Shanghai.

Moses Oginni, PhD 2008, worked in experimental nuclear physics with  
 Steve Grimes and is continuing as a postdoc at Ohio University. 
 
Manasvita Joshi, PhD 2009, worked in astrophysics with Markus Böttcher 
 and has taken a postdoctoral position at Boston University.

Desiree Cotto-Figueroa, MS 2009 thesis with Tom Statler, is in the   
 doctoral program in our department.

Brett Ragozzine, MS 2009 thesis with Doug Clowe, is in the doctoral  
 program in our department.

Di Xu, MS 2009 project with Ido Braslavsky, has returned to visit his 
 family in China.  He will likely be returning to the doctoral program in  
 the  department.   
 
Jennifer Drerup, BS 2009 (HTC), graduated with departmental honors  
 and is going to graduate school in physics at Ohio State. 

David Principe, BS 2009 is going to graduate school in physics at   
 Rochester Institute of Technology.

Joel Smith, BS 2009 (HTC), has accepted a Teaching Fellowship from the  
 French Government.  He plans to go to graduate school in French.

During the past academic year the department received contributions from many alumni, 
friends and members of the faculty and staff.   We are very thankful to all of our donors.  
Donors between July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009 are listed below: (We apologize if we have 
overlooked any contributions made during this period.)

Arnold Aronson
Michael Bibler
David & Carol Blackburn
John Bowdle
Ido & Mala Braslavsky
Charles Brient
Carl Brune
Horacio Castillo
Gang Chen
Philip Chute
Bruce Danner
Thomas & Patricia Fox
Alexander Govorov
Betty Grimes
Steve Grimes
Siegfried & Barbara Hausladen

Donors to the Department

Kenneth Hicks & Terry Murphy
Saw Hla
Peter & Betty Hoffmann-Pinther
Ann Huddart
Marie Huwe
David Ingram & Angela Cross
Peter Jung & Karen Peterson-Jung
Wilfred & Ann Konneker
Martin & Elizabeth Gierlowski Kordesch 
Tao Lin
Robert Mueller
Alexander Neiman
William Peterson
Herbert Petitjean
Daniel Phillips
Madappa Prakash

Jacobo & Irma Rapaport
Deborah Roudebush & David Larch
Nancy Sandler
Daniel & Donna Sayre
Andreas Schiller
Joseph Shields & Ann Fidler
James Shipman
Charles Slavik
Arthur Smith
Eric Stinaff
Folden & Margaret Stumpf
David Tees & Melanie Schori
Sergio Ulloa
Louis & Karin Wright
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From left to right: Graduate student Mauricio Garrido in Eric Stinaff’s Laser Lab 
(photo by John Stoops); Professors Charlotte Elster and Daniel Phillips along with 
graduate students Chen Ji and Kenneth Moore getting prepared for Nuclear Seminar.


