
 

CHAIRS AND DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 
 

Wednesday, February 28, 2018 
Wilson 303 Conference Room 

1:00 – 2:10 p.m. 
 
Attending:  Anderson, Bauer, Bender, Masson (for Bergmeier), Brown-Clovis, Carlson, Cohen, Colvin, 
Downard, Eisworth, Frank, Gilliom, Hatch, Ingram, Jellison, Lancaster, Mattley, McCarthy, 
Muhammad, Partyka, Poggione, Price, Rice, Ritchie, Sack, Shambora, Springer, Thompson, 
Trauschweizer, Vis 
 
Special Guests: Muriel Gallego, Associate Professor, Department of Modern Languages 
 
1. Information item 

a. Please send your college awards nominations to Erin Thompson by March 30, 2018. Chairs of 
Natural Sciences and Mathematics were reminded to make nominations for the Jeanette 
Grasselli Brown award as well.   

 
2. Discussion items 

a. Professional development opportunities for graduate students 
i. Teaching assistant training (Presentation by Muriel Gallego) –  

 
The college has provided support for this development program since approximately 2014. It is 
developed and managed by a committee of A&S faculty members and has been very successful. TAs 
from other colleges are also welcome to participate. A TA handbook, videos, helpful links, tips, etc. 
are available on the CAS website 
https://www.ohio.edu/cas/about/assessment/taresources/index.cfm. Please see two handouts 
provided by Muriel for additional information.  
 

ii. Career pathways in academe –  
 
Group discussed the idea of bringing together a series of presenters from institutions different from 
Ohio University, e.g. community colleges, small liberal arts colleges, government, industry, etc. 
Many of our alumni are teaching in these institutions and would likely appreciate the opportunity to 
give back in this regard. Physics offers a 1hr. seminar every other year to help graduate students 
prepare for the job market. The group was very enthusiastic about including a resume review 
session with the panel.  
Next steps: Dean Frank will follow up via email and ask for nominations of participants from the 
departments. Chairs and Directors will survey their graduate students for additional ideas.  
 

b. Access to university data 

https://www.ohio.edu/cas/about/assessment/taresources/index.cfm


 

Some chairs and directors would like to write their own reports in OBI, but cannot do so. Access to 
data is limited.  This continues to be a problem on the finance side as well as the academic side. The 
college would like to collect this information for a thorough review.  
Next steps: Dean Frank will send out a request for specific feedback and requests on the academic 
side and Kendall will send out a request for specific feedback and information on the 
Business/Finance side. 
 

c. Developing new tracks within current majors 
Group discussed the idea of packaging and marketing our own interdisciplinary courses to create 
new majors. Theme Leaders have been asked to identify potential partners and may be reaching out 
to Chairs, Directors, and other faculty to explore ideas. Betsy Partyka is interested in exploring a 
Translating and Interpreting major. Sustainability is an area with significant interest. These tracks 
would need to go through the UCC proposal process to be approved and assigned a program code.   
 

d. Wilson 303 Conference Room – New home for Chairs and Directors meetings?  
 
At the conclusion of today’s meeting the group requested that Wilson 303 be used for this purpose 
only on an emergency basis. The group is too large for the space.  
 

 


