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Bachelor of Specialized Studies Information
The Bachelor of Specialized Studies is a multi-disciplinary degree program designed by the student.  Although Ohio University offers a wide array of majors and degree programs, some students find that their interests, talents, backgrounds, and goals cannot be addressed by existing programs.  The Bachelor of Specialized Studies program provides the means by which a student may, with the help of a University College or regional campus advisor and consultation with faculty, design his or her degree program.  Typically, the Bachelor of Specialized Studies degree is not an appropriate degree program for someone who has previously completed a bachelor(s degree.  In special circumstances, however, a person who has completed a prior bachelor(s degree may petition the Director of Degree Programs to seek permission to apply for and complete the BSS degree.  The BSS program is not an appropriate choice as a second degree program (double major).

Admission to BSS
Admission is based on application.  Each application has two parts:  a statement of rationale and a proposed program of study, equivalent to a major.  You attain admission to the BSS program by approval of your application by the BSS Review Committee, which meets each quarter.

All students on the Athens campus who are interested in the BSS program, must first attend an information session before meeting with an advisor.  Please call University College, 740-593-1935, or stop by 140 Chubb Hall to get the latest dates and times and to sign up for a session.  Completed, typed applications must be submitted to a University College or regional campus advisor.  To have current quarter credit hours included as part of the 45 hour residency requirement, applications must be submitted by the last day of classes of fall, winter, spring quarter, or the full term summer session.  

To be eligible to apply, you must meet the following criteria:

1. Be currently enrolled with regular student status;

2. Have earned sophomore rank (45 credits or more);

3. Have at least a 2.0 accumulative grade point average;

4. Have all transfer credits equated to corresponding Ohio University courses.

Applicants will be informed by letter whether or not they are accepted into the BSS program, around the fifth week of the quarter following their application.

Graduation Requirements for BSS
You must meet the following requirements to graduate with a Bachelor of Specialized Studies degree:
1.
Earn 192 quarter hours of credit with a minimum 2.0 grade point average.  Students who earned Ohio University credit before fall 1977 are required to earn 180 credit hours and are not subject to General Education requirements;

2.
Earn at least 45 quarter hours after admission to the Specialized Studies program (degree residency).  This includes the hours enrolled in during the quarter you apply.  This total excludes any coursework (OU or transfer) for which the initial registration was prior to application to the BSS program, including PR and incomplete grades;

3.
Complete 80 quarter hours in courses numbered 300 or above;

4.
Complete the university General Education and residency requirements;

5.
Complete your approved Area of Concentration, consisting of a minimum of 45 quarter hours but no more than 75 hours, which has coherence and educational purpose equivalent to an established major. 
At least 50% (23 hours) of the minimum 45 hours required for the BSS Area of Concentration must be completed by using Ohio University coursework.  

a.
ANY change in your Area of Concentration courses requires the submission of an Approved Substitution Form in advance of course enrollment.  Approved Substitution Forms are available in the University College office or the student services office on each regional campus or at http://www.ohio.edu/univcollege/degree/bssapp.cfm.  The director of the BSS program in University College must approve the change. 

b.
Substantive changes from the original Area of Concentration plan require the approval of the Bachelor of Specialized Studies Review Committee.

c.
You must earn at least a 2.0 GPA in your Area of Concentration ((major GPA() in order to graduate.

6.
It is important to continually check your DARS to see that you are on track for graduation.  Also, at least one quarter prior to the quarter of expected graduation, request a graduation check at http://author.admsrv.ohio.edu/univcollege/degree/gradcheck.cfm, from your BSS advisor, or the BSS director.

Please Note
1.
Area of Concentration courses, courses needed to satisfy the 80 quarter hours of upper division work, courses to complete a minor or certificate, and General Education requirements cannot be taken pass/fail.  Courses taken pass/fail are counted only toward the 192 quarter hour requirement.

2.
If you elect to pursue a minor, indicate this intent at the time the Bachelor of Specialized Studies proposal is submitted.  Courses taken to meet the minor requirements must be elective courses (that is, not included in your Area of Concentration).

3.
Due to accreditation standards, you are allowed to complete no more than 44 quarter hours of courses from the College of Business curriculum.  This includes courses in ACCT, BA, BUSL, FIN, HRM, MIS, MGT, MKT, OPN, PRCM, and QBA.  Courses transferred from another university do not count toward this 44 hours.

4.
A maximum of 48 credits earned through the Experiential Learning Program may be applied to the Bachelor of Specialized Studies degree.

5.
If completing 80 quarter hours of upper division (300/400 level) courses will require you to exceed 235 quarter hours, you may request a waiver for up to 10 hours of the upper division courses at the time of application.  For every hour above 235 that you are required to earn, you may request a waiver of one upper division hour, up to 10 hours.  You may assume your request for a waiver will be granted and only plan the number of upper division hours that correspond with the number of hours you request to be waived.  NOTE:  You may not include 100/200 level courses in your planned Area of Concentration or electives if you request a waiver of upper division (300/400 level) coursework.
6.
All course prerequisites must be honored.  BSS students will need to obtain instructor permission to add courses that are listed as "majors only."  Some majors with competitive admission, e.g., ART, COMS, MIS, MKT, MDIA, VICO, may restrict their upper division courses to majors only.  This means you may not be allowed to register for those courses.

7.
Your proposal must contain a title which does not duplicate any existing major (e.g. English, Journalism, Marketing), or certificate (if you are also earning that certificate).  Titles should be concise, yet descriptive, and no more than three or four words.  It should not be a job title.  NOTE:  Words that connote a credential or licensure, such as counseling, therapy, or education should not be in the title.  Examples of BSS titles may be found at http://author.admsrv.ohio.edu/univcollege/degree/proposals/index.cfm.  If you prefer, you may list the departments in your Area of Concentration (no more than four), for example, (a concentration in Marketing, Journalism, and Communication Studies.(  Your diploma will read Bachelor of Specialized Studies (B.S.S.).  Neither your title nor the focus of your Area of Concentration will appear on your diploma.

Application Requirements
Your application must be typed or word processed, not handwritten.  Application forms are available at http://www.ohio.edu/univcollege/degree/bssapp.cfm) and include, in this order, each of the following:
1. COVER PAGE (see page 9)

a.
Program Title or Concentration.

b.
Faculty Signatures:  TWO FACULTY MEMBERS (Group 1 or 2) MUST BE CONSULTED DURING THE PREPARATION OF YOUR APPLICATION, including at least one person who teaches in your area of concentration.  The signatures of these faculty resource persons verify that you have reviewed your proposed goals and program with appropriate and knowledgeable people.  Attached on page 13 are guidelines for faculty resource advisors and who may serve as a faculty advisor.  Provide these to faculty members who may have questions about the BSS degree and application.

c.
Your signature.

d.
The signature of the University College, regional campus, or Distance Learning advisor you worked with to develop your proposal.

2. STATEMENT OF RATIONALE.  See the guidelines on pages 7 and 8.  

3. CURRICULUM SHEETS.  On your curriculum sheets, specify the courses you have taken and/or plan to take, by department (e.g., PSY), catalog number (e.g., 332), title (e.g., Abnormal Psychology), grade earned, and credits.  Include sets of planning sheets for the Area of Concentration, and the Electives.

a.
The Area of Concentration (AOC):  These courses form the core of your program (your (major() and must support the goals outlined in your Statement of Rationale.  Your AOC (completed, current, and planned together) must have a minimum of 45 quarter hours and no more than 75 quarter hours and include courses from two or more departments.

Your planned AOC must contain at least twelve (12) credit hours.  Develop your AOC carefully because these courses become your requirements for graduation if your application is accepted and must be successfully completed.  If any course substitutions become necessary, an Approved Substitution Form must be submitted to and approved by the BSS program director before a course is taken.  With few exceptions, retroactive changes are not permitted in the Area of Concentration.

b.
The Electives:  Although the list of electives is not binding, this is an indication of other courses you expect to take to complete the requirements of your BSS program.

4.
REQUIREMENTS CHECKSHEET.  With your advisor and your BSS DARS, count your completed, current, and planned hours and record the totals on the appropriate line on the Requirements Check sheet.  Be sure to account for all general education requirements (Tier I, II, III) for your catalog entry year.

5.
DARS REPORT.  Attach a copy of a current DARS report that shows your program as if you are a BSS student ((What If DARS().  Ask your advisor to provide this for you.  This DARS will indicate how many of the required 80 hours of upper division (300-400 level) work you have completed.

A Final Note on Preparing Your BSS Application
Your application should be neat and professionally presented.  It needs to state your case clearly and convincingly.  The BSS Review Committee will evaluate your proposal based on the clarity of your goals; the coherence between your Statement of Rationale and Area of Concentration; your adherence to conventional grammar, spelling, and writing styles; and the appropriateness of your title.

You will need to word process your final proposal.  The application may be downloaded from the University College web page (http://www.ohiou.edu/univcollege/degree/bssapp.html).  It is available for use in Microsoft Word.  The pages enclosed in this application packet are worksheets only.
Optional Programs and Courses for BSS Students

Applications are available on the Web
1.
SPST 425: Senior Seminar.  In a small, interactive class environment, BSS seniors work with each other to reflect on academic experiences and prepare for life beyond OU.  Students engage in self-assessment, reflection, and increased awareness of job search skills and professionalism.  Open to all BSS seniors, the course is taught each winter and spring quarters on the Athens campus.  This course is also offered via correspondence through the Distance Learning Office.

2.
DEPARTMENTAL HONORS:  BSS students may earn departmental honors through University College.  Departmental honors will be noted in the commencement program and on the student(s diploma.  Students must earn a 3.6 accumulative GPA and be within the top 20% of BSS students (approximately 3.6) to earn the departmental honors.  An honors thesis is required.  The thesis must combine the disciplines from the student(s area of concentration and use appropriate research methodologies for the disciplines concerned.  Students with the appropriate GPA who are considering graduate study are encouraged to pursue the departmental honors.  Guidelines and an application are available from an advisor or at http://author.admsrv.ohio.edu/univcollege/degree/honors.cfm.

3.
SPECIAL PROJECTS FUND:  BSS students may apply for funding up to $500 to support a research project or experiential learning activity related to their programs of study.  Appropriate projects would be expenses for participation in conferences and workshops relevant to the student(s degree program, supplies for art projects, and research related expenses.  An application is required and may be obtained from an advisor or http://author.admsrv.ohio.edu/univcollege/degree/spf.cfm.  NOTE:  Up to $1500 per year ($500 per quarter) will be awarded, contingent upon availability of funds.

4.
ALUMNI RECEPTION:  BSS alumni are invited to the Athens campus to meet with current and potential BSS students.  The reception provides BSS students the opportunity to network with each other and alumni and learn of the various career fields pursued by BSS graduates.

5.
THE RICHARD K. BRACKIN SCHOLARSHIP:  A $500 scholarship awarded each spring (contingent upon availability of funds) to a non-traditional BSS student.  Applications are available from a BSS advisor or http://author.admsrv.ohio.edu/univcollege/degree/brackin.cfm.

6.
SPST 490:  INTERNSHIP.  This course is available to all BSS students who develop work or volunteer experience related to their BSS curriculum and who desire to earn up to 10 credit hours for their experience.  An internship proposal and 2.5 accumulative GPA are required.  Applications are available in University College, 140 Chubb Hall, and at http://author.admsrv.ohio.edu/univcollege/degree/internship.cfm.


Checklist for Developing the BSS Application
  1.
REQUIRED:  Attend a BSS information session (Athens campus students only) or meet with a regional campus advisor or talk with a distance learning advisor to discuss the BSS program and its appropriateness for your goals.

  2.
Write a first draft of your Statement of Rationale for pursuing a self-designed degree program (see "Guidelines for Writing Statement of Rationale for BSS and Example," pages 7 and 8).

  3.
Develop a tentative curriculum for your Area of Concentration and electives that fulfills your academic goals.

  4.
REQUIRED:  Consult with a University College or regional campus advisor to discuss the first draft of your Statement of Rationale and tentative curriculum plan.  

  5.
REQUIRED:  Share your first draft with your faculty resource persons, one of whom must be from a department included in your Area of Concentration.  You will meet them again, to review your final draft.  

  6.
Complete any revisions suggested by your University College or regional campus advisor, or faculty resource persons.

  7.
RECOMMENDED:  Review the revised program proposal with your University College or regional campus advisor.  

  8.
Word process the Statement of Rationale and Curriculum pages (if you have not already done so).

  9.
REQUIRED:  Review the completed application with your faculty resource persons, and obtain their signatures on the proposal cover form and the curriculum planning sheets.  

10.
REQUIRED:  Obtain from your advisor and include with your application a copy of your BSS (What If DARS.(  

11.
Save both a paper copy and electronic copy of your completed application for your records.  This will make it easier to make any changes recommended by the BSS Committee.

12.
Submit your completed application to a University College or regional campus advisor any time during the quarter.  To have current credit hours included as part of the residency requirement, applications must be submitted by the last day of classes (the Friday before finals week) of fall, winter, or spring quarter, or the last day of classes of the full summer session.

How to Arrange your Application Materials
Before submitting your application, please organize your materials in the following order and staple in the upper left hand corner (no folders necessary).

1.
Proposal Cover Form

2.
Statement of Rationale

3.
Curriculum Planning Worksheets (Area of Concentration and Electives)

4.
Requirements Check sheet

5.
BSS (What if DARS(

Guidelines for Writing the Statement of Rationale
Your BSS application consists of two main parts: 1) a statement of rationale which is an essay explaining what you propose to study and why, and 2) your course plan (for your Area of Concentration and electives).  The BSS review committee makes the final decision about your admission to the BSS program based on this application.

Your statement of rationale should not exceed two typed, double-spaced pages.  You should follow the outline presented below.  Since you do not meet personally with the committee during the review process, your statement of rationale must present your proposal clearly and coherently; it must describe your goals and thoroughly explain your proposed BSS program of study.  The committee will review your proposed course plan to see if it matches the goals outlined in your statement of rationale essay.  For example, if you write that you want to study human behavior and its effects on society, the committee would expect to find courses from psychology, sociology, and other social sciences listed in your area of concentration.  

Your essay should address the questions listed below.  Using the questions as headings in your essay can facilitate organization.  

The Review Committee expects that all essays follow standard rules of grammar, spelling, and composition.

1. Who are you?
1. What were your educational and personal goals when you entered OU?

1. If your educational/personal goals have changed, in what ways have they changed?

1. What kinds of courses, education, and work and life experiences have you had prior to your application?  You do not need to include every course or job you have had, but those which have been significant in shaping your current goals.

2. Why BSS?
2. What are the reasons you are applying to the BSS program?  What do you propose to learn from the degree program you are designing?  You need to state your learning goals.  (For example, if you are interested in a career in sales or marketing, one of your learning goals might be (to develop effective communication skills to persuade and influence others.()

2. What types of courses (not specific courses) do you propose to study that will help you achieve your goals?  (To continue with the example above, you might write that (I propose to enroll in communication studies courses to enhance my communication skills.()

2. Why is the BSS major a better choice for you than any of the existing university majors?

3. Where will you go (after graduating)?
3. At the time of graduation, how will you know if you have achieved your stated goals?  (Again, if you are the same student interested in sales, you might write that you will have achieved your learning goals if you persuade someone to hire you as a salesperson, or you earn A(s and B(s in all your communication and marketing courses, or you join the marketing club and develop an award winning marketing campaign.)

3. What goals do you have for the next 5-10 years?  How will your BSS help you achieve them?

Conclusion
Why is the BSS program the best choice for you?

On the next page you will find an example of a statement of rationale essay.  


Statement of Rationale Example
Please remember to double space.
Who Am I?
When I left Ohio University over ten years ago, I never imagined I would one day return to complete my education.  At the time, I had been attending school for the better part of sixteen years.  During my time in the classroom, I had learned the many aspects of our American culture, from our social, political and religious beliefs to our historical, artistic and recreational traditions.  After sixteen years, I felt I was ready to experience life as opposed to learning about it.  Instead of being taught about the culture that we live in, I was ready to be an active participant.  

In the twelve years since entering the (real world,( I have learned quite a few (life lessons.(  I have become a husband, father, homeowner and taxpayer.  I have been everything from a vacuum cleaner salesman, to a folk singer, to a janitor in a bank.  For the past eight years I have worked as a radio station disc jockey at various stations in central and southeast Ohio.  In my own small way I have been a participant in the very culture I learned about in the classroom so many years ago.

Why BSS?
I am again pursuing my education at Ohio University for the same reason that I left(to gain knowledge.  I want to learn what it means to be an American.  This is where the Specialized Studies program comes in to play.  By creating a course of study combining American History and American Literature courses, I hope to better understand how our culture developed and how it reflects our beliefs and ideals.

Why don(t you just major in history if you want to learn about American culture?  This is a question that I have been asked a number of times since deciding upon this specialized program of study.  Obviously, history is an integral part of learning about any people and culture.  Without a firm grasp of what happened in the past, we cannot understand the present and prepare for the future.  But one of the best ways to learn about a people and their everyday lives is to explore their literature(to read the actual stories, poems, plays and novels that they themselves wrote and read.  You can learn a great deal of factual information by reading a text book on the great depression but you can also get a more intimate portrait by reading (The Grapes of Wrath.(  Both works complement each other.

Where I Will Go (after graduating)?
After completing my American Cultural Studies degree, I plan to pursue a master(s degree in either English, history or library science.  I would eventually like to work as a librarian at a university or community college.  I believe the writing and research skills I will learn as an American Cultural Studies student, coupled with a firm grasp of literature and history, will prepare me for my future endeavors.

Thank you for agreeing to work with a Bachelor of Specialized Studies (BSS) student.  The BSS degree has been an option for students since 1970.  Approximately 300 students each year design a BSS degree.  Among the students for whom the BSS may be an appropriate option are those:

· Who want to combine course offerings from different academic departments to create a unique field of study not currently available in established curricula;

· Whose educational motivation focuses on realizing their intellectual interests;

· Who wish to pursue study for a specific career, but in a non-traditional manner;

· Who have earned an associate(s degree and wish to earn a baccalaureate degree that is a reasonable fit with their earlier academic work.

The BSS proposal includes a Statement of Rationale and the Area of Concentration course plan.  In the Statement of Rationale, the student describes learning, career, and personal goals that the BSS degree can uniquely fulfill.  In the Area of Concentration, the student proposes the multi-disciplinary coursework that meets the goals of the Statement of Rationale.


As a faculty resource advisor, you assist the student to choose courses for the Area of Concentration so that they reflect the student(s goals, are coherent and intellectually sound, and are available for the student(s enrollment.  

Generally a student approaches a faculty member with expertise in the student(s area of interest, often one with whom the student has taken or is currently taking a course.  Each BSS student works with two faculty resource advisors in constructing the program.

· Group 1 or 2 or early retired faculty (teaching one quarter per year) are acceptable Faculty Resource Advisor signatories.

· Assist the student to choose courses for the Area of Concentration which reflect the student(s goals as stated in the Statement of Rationale.

· Discuss with the student any issues of course availability.

· Discuss with the student any opportunities for independent study or internships.

· Make suggestions for revisions to student(s Statement of Rationale for purposes of clarity and coherence.

While a University College, regional campus, or Distance Learning Services advisor serves as the student(s primary advisor, responsible for the administrative needs of the degree, students are encouraged to continue meeting and working with the faculty resource advisors after completion of the proposal.  At this stage, advisors can alert students to new courses, internships, and career and graduate opportunities.

If you have any questions about your role as a faculty resource advisor or about the BSS degree, please contact the degree director, Char Rae, 740-593-1935 or rae@ohio.edu.
The entire application must be typed, not handwritten!  This application may be downloaded

from http://www.ohio.edu/univcollege/degree/bssapp.cfm.


Name:      

PID #:      

E-Mail Address:      

Cell Phone:      

Local Address (if Athens Campus):   

Permanent (Home) Address (include City, State, and Zip):     

Permanent Phone:      

Campus Attending:      

Number of Hours Earned:      

College of Current Enrollment:      

Accumula​tive GPA:      

Program Title (not an existing major):      

          OR   a Concentration in (list departments):  

Minor(s) (if any):  

Expected Graduation Quarter and Year:   Fall     ;  Winter     ;  Spring     ;  Summer 

University College, Regional Campus, or Distance Learning Advisor(s Name:      

______________________________________________________________________________

(Signature of University College, Regional Campus, or Distance Learning Advisor)             (Date)

I, _______________________________________________________, acknowledge that the information supplied by me 

           (Applicant(s Signature)                         (date submitted)
on this application is accurate, and I grant permission to transfer my records to University College if necessary.


Your signature below states that you have reviewed this BSS application and find the statement of rationale and area of concentration it contains to be coherent, have integrity, and contain courses appropriate to reach degree goals stated.  Please also sign the bottom of the Area of Concentration and Electives pages and include any concerns or notes below your signature on the Electives page.  Faculty Resource Advisors must be Group 1 or 2 faculty.  Please indicate Group 1 or 2 status below.  (See Guidelines for Faculty Resource Advisors on page 8 of this application.) 
1.  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

         (Faculty Resource Advisor Signature)                       (Print Name)                                   (Date)

      _____________________________________________________________________________________________

         (Group 1 or 2)                      (Title)                                 (Department)

2.  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

         (Faculty Resource Advisor Signature)                       (Print Name)                                   (Date)

     ____________________________________________________________________________________________

         (Group 1 or 2)                      (Title)                                 (Department)


  









Please follow the instructions (pp. 1-4) carefully to avoid delays.

	Completed Area of Concentration Courses

You must have at least 45 but no more than 75 credit hours in your AOC completed, current, and planned.

	
Department
	
Catalog No.


Below 300
	
Catalog No.


300 or Above
	
Credit


Hours
	
Grade
	
Course Title

	CLAR
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	Current Area of Concentration Courses  (those courses you are enrolled in the quarter your 45 hour residency begins)
Courses in the Area of Concentration may not be changed or substituted retroactively.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Planned Area of Concentration Courses  (those you will enroll in after the quarter you apply)
You must include at least 12 hours in your Planned Area of Concentration.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	






	Current Elective Courses  (those courses you are enrolled in the quarter your 45 hour residency begins)

	Department
	Catalog No.

Below 300
	Catalog No.

300 or Above
	Credit

Hours
	Grade
	
Course Title

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Planned Elective Courses  (those you will enroll in after the quarter you apply)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


________________________________________
_________________________________________

(Faculty Resource Advisor Signature)                                                                  (Faculty Resource Advisor Signature)                              
Faculty Resource Advisor Notes (optional):                                   Faculty Resource Advisor Notes (optional):


	        Total # of hours 300 and above earned (see (What If DARS()

	
	

	        Total # of hours 300 and above in AOC, current and planned
+
	
	

	        Total # of hours 300 and above in electives, current and planned
+
	
	

	Total # of hours 300 and above (earned and current and planned)
=
	
	(80 minimum)



	        Total # of hours in completed Area of Concentration (AOC)

	
	

	        Total # of hours in current Area of Concentration (AOC)
+
	
	

	        Total # of hours in planned Area of Concentration (AOC)
+
	
	

	Total # of hours in Area of Concentration (completed, current, and planned)
=
	
	(45 - 75)



	        Total # of current hours (AOC and Electives)
	
	

	        Total # of planned hours (AOC and Electives)
+
	
	

	
	
	

	Total # of hours of Residency (current and planned AOC and Electives)
=
	
	**  ( 45 minimum)



	        Total # of hours earned (see DARS)
	
	

	
	
	

	        Total # of hours (AOC and Electives) current and planned
+
	
	** should match above

	Total # of hours (earned and current and planned)
=
	
	( 192 )



	
	Completed
	Current or Planned
	Not Applicable

	Tier I Freshman English Composition
	
	
	

	Tier I Quantitative Skills
	
	
	

	Tier I Junior Composition
	
	
	

	Tier II
	
	
	

	Tier III
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