Ohio University International Council

Meeting Minutes

September 26, 2008
Members present:

Katherine Tadlock (Graduate Studies); Josep Rota (International Affairs); Daniel Weiner (International Studies); Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad); Kyle McKenzie for Krista McCallum Beatty (International Student & Faculty Services); Maarten Uijt de Haag (Russ College of Engineering & Technology); Scott Jarvis (Linguistics/OPIE); Elizabeth Clodfelter (International Affairs); Patricia Beamish (College of Education); Harvey Ballard (College of Arts & Sciences); Vicki Seefeldt West (International Recruitment); Gillian Ice (College of Medicine); Ming Li (College of Health & Human Services); Da Zhang (Regional Campuses); Jeffroy Shane for Jeff Ferrier (Alden Library); Charla Brunton (Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost), Secretary


Luce was unable to attend due to a college commitment.  In his absence, Rota led the meeting that was convened at 1:10 pm.
The minutes were approved as written from the June meeting.  
Rota stated the bylaws are “unofficially” approved.  Therefore, UIC will have some new members.  Rota introduced the new members in attendance next.  They are Maarten Uijt de Haag from the Russ College of Engineering and Technology, Patricia Beamish from the College of Education, Faizul Huq from the College of Business, Da Zhang from Regional Campuses (Lancaster), and Daniel Weiner from the Center for International Studies.  There are currently no student representatives appointed due to the bylaws not being formally approved by the Committee of Committees.
Bylaws discussion:

The Study Abroad Committee presented their statement of mission and purpose for inclusion in the bylaws.  There was slight discussion about the statement.  The membership of the committee was clarified.  Li mentioned adding a comment about how the committee makes recommendations to the council about study abroad programs and how they present new study abroad proposals for approval.  Rota asked how the chair of SAC was determined.  The language should be updated to reflect the procedure, which is that the chair of the committee is appointed the by chair of the UIC.  Weiner voiced concern about programs bypassing the Study Abroad office.  Rota said that it was a matter of time before a better system can be put in place.  Due to the amount of changes and discussions suggested, it was determined that the committee would bring forth a second reading for approval.  
Report from Associate Provost for International Affairs

Rota reported first on the university’s recruitment activities.  He thanked Seefeldt West and Clodfelter for all the travel and recruitment that they have both done over the year.  Rota then passed out a handout showing the new international student numbers for 2006, 2007, and 2008.  The current year’s numbers are up by 20% from last year.  Seefeldt West reported that the total number of international students on campus is currently at approximately 1,404 which has risen dramatically from 930 students in 2005.  
Next in his report, Rota announced that the government has now instituted fee raises from $100 to $200 for the SEVIS fee for F1 students and said that other fees are also rapidly rising.

Scott Quad has now been converted for housing for new international undergraduate students.  
Rota explained the recruitment efforts that are currently in place and stated that they may be changing soon.  Recruiting agents are becoming very highly used and popular for obtaining quality international students both nationally and statewide.  Agents have caused some controversy due to the perception by some that it is illegal and unethical, even though it is not.  Agents are now required to sign a code of ethics.  Seefeldt West said that there is a survey instrument in place to evaluate the general feeling about recruitment agents and how they have actually helped in obtaining quality international students.  Rota also announced that an American International Recruitment Council (AIRC) has been formed. There are currently 24 universities involved in the council. AIRC’s goals and purpose is as follows:
1. Develop & implement a set of code of ethics that agents abide by
2. Train agents for recruiting
3. Certify agencies and their initiatives
4. Work with American universities on these areas

Rota then shared an article from the chronicle that highlighted this newly formed council.  
Links to all the international agreements are now uploaded to the UIC’s new webpage and the updated spreadsheet is being circulated to check for errors.  The website will be available as soon as the kinks are all worked out.  Luce will be walking through the website at November’s meeting.  

At the NASULGC meeting this summer, Rota was informed that traveling abroad with laptops and other electronic devices may be in violation of International Trade and Arms Regulations (ITAR) if they contain information that is deemed a threat to national security. In general, all health sciences, engineering, chemistry, and STEM areas are the most likely to be affected by ITAR regulations.  The formal announcement should be forthcoming in the next few months.  In the meantime, international travelers should avoid carrying information in their laptop and other electronic devices that could put them at risk of legal or other problems based on ITAR regulations. The safest practice will be to delete any information that may be construed as sensitive from the perspective of national security concerns.
Rota also announced that the university is now subscribing to the International Student Barometer (ISB), which should help with recruitment, etc.  
Committee Reports:

Linkages

The MOU with OHIO and Universiti Tenaga Nasional in Malaysia was presented by Clodfelter first.  There was some discussion with slight wording changes before the proposal was approved as amended.
Clodfelter presented the Agreement on Scientific Cooperation between the University of Jordan and OHIO and The Arab Group represented by Al-Faisal International Academy next.  Weiner suggested inserting a statement saying that a renewal will be done every year to evaluate the cost per student.  Tadlock suggested using an approved OHIO logo on the top of the document before it is signed.  The signatory lines will also be updated with the official names.  After a few other clarifications and discussions, the agreement was approved as amended.  
The next linkage was a letter of intent between OHIO and School of Economics and Management of the Universidade Nova de Lisoa in Libon, Portugal.  The signature lines would be for deans only.  It was approved as amended.
Study Abroad

The Global Competitiveness Program in Spain was presented first by Ballard.  This is a current program with additional sites added to the proposal.  It was approved as written.  
The next proposal presented was for a study abroad program in Puerto Rico, Spanish Caribbean.  It is a change of location for the program.  Ice suggested the appropriate vaccines to be listed and also a caution for food and water consumption.  It was then approved as amended.

Text and Context:  The Origins and Development Of French Feminist Theory was presented next.  The proposal was missing some information when printed, but the council felt that it would not hinder them from approving the proposal.  It was approved as written.
The next proposal presented was the Postgraduate Institutional Bilateral Exchange Agreement between OHIO and Universidad de Sevilla in Spain.  It was approved as written.  

International Travel Fund

Beamish reported that there were 10 applications for the September 10th cycle.  Each applicant will be awarded the maximum amount of $500 or the amount that they requested.  For the July deadline, there were 11 applicants with each receiving an award of $378.  The next deadline is November 1st for January and February travel.  
Planning and Assessment

No report at this time.

Rota then asked for announcements.  Seeing that there were none, the meeting adjourned at 3:01 pm.
**Next meeting will be November 7th, 2008 from 1-3 pm in Baker Center room 233**

