Ohio University International Council
Meeting Minutes
October 1, 2010

Members present:
Harvey Ballard (College of Arts & Sciences); Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad); Usha Matta (Graduate College); Thom Luce, Chair (UIC); Martin Tuck (Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost); Elizabeth Clodfelter (Honors Tutorial College); Jeff Ferrier (Alden Library); Joyce Pae (Admissions); Gillian Ice (College of Osteopathic Medicine); Mike Parkinson (College of Fine Arts); Catherine Marshall (Office of Education Abroad); Vicki Seefeldt West (International Outreach and Recruitment); Joyce Pae (Office of Admissions); Joan Kraynanski (Center for International Studies), Secretary

Guests:
None


Luce convened the meeting at 1:10 pm.  

Luce introduced Mike Parkinson the newly appointed College of Fine Arts representative and Joan Kraynanski the acting secretary.

The minutes from the June meeting were approved with one minor correction.

SIMT and Chair’s Report
Weiner was unable to attend and Luce gave a brief account of SIMT summer meetings and retreat.  Members requested that they receive copies of the meetings minutes; Luce will send SIMT minutes with monthly UIC meeting documents. Luce stated that the SIMT is moving forward with their draft Strategic Plan and hope to have a copy ready for the November meeting. 

Luce queried the members on how the interaction between SIMT and UIC was working.  Some members felt that they were not clear on how a proposal should proceed for approval or which proposals needed approval from both UIC and SIMT.  Other members felt that the Strategic Plan needed to be finalized so that Colleges could determine what type of MOU’s or agreements that they should be developing.   There was a request for an SIMT Mission Statement.

International Recruiting Update
West reported that unofficial international enrollment figures were down a little from last year and that ISFS should have official enrollment numbers available soon.  West stated that this year’s international recruitment is targeting more geographically diverse areas than in the past.  From summer 2010 until the present, recruiters have visited cities in Asia and South America.  West stated that several new students are expected to enroll winter quarter through the Iraqi Scholars Program.

Study Abroad Update
Marshall reported that the institutional numbers for students studying abroad, based on 2008/09 Open Doors, was 873.   Over half of the students studying abroad traveled in the Summer and the top five destinations were: Italy, Spain, France, UK and Germany.  Marshall stated that the Education Abroad Office is developing a more personalized marketing strategy along with implementing SA advising sheets for individual programs.  The scholarship fund for SA has been increased and will be available for all OHIO students studying abroad not just those students participating in OHIO programs.  The Study Abroad Fair will be held on Monday, October11, from 11 am to 4 pm in Baker Ballroom.

Committee Reports:

Planning and Assessment
No official report.

International Travel Fund
Luce reported that the committee received seven applications for the September ITF cycle.  The committee has not yet finalized its funding decisions.

Study Abroad
Marshall presented an ISEP Proposal.  The agreement with ISEP requires an annual membership fee of $500 and would expand opportunities and sites for OHIO students.  Marshall is negotiating with ISEP to allow OHIO students the same health coverage that OHIO’s Education Abroad offers which is less expensive and offers more coverage.  Marshall felt that ISEP would be in agreement with this health change.  The proposal was approved with the inclusion of the health coverage change.

Ballard presented four SA proposals for consideration and approval.  Two proposals, Global Consulting Program Slovakia and Global Consulting Program Cyprus, are being sponsored by the CIBED, College of Business, and will constitute the same type of program in different locations.  The programs will run slightly over two weeks in-country.  Luce spoke supportively for the model used in these programs. Ice noted that traveling in Slovakia and Cyprus requires Hepatitis A vaccination.  Some members were concerned about the US Department of State’s listed safety risks associated with both locations and how this information would be mitigated for the students. It was noted that the proposal safety risks would be discussed during pre-departure orientation.  Both proposals were approved with the inclusion of requiring students to get a Hepatitis A vaccination. 

The third proposed program, Israel: cultural and political intersections, will be conducted at Tel Aviv University in Tel Aviv, Israel.  Marshall stated that students will be required to sign a waiver due to the safety concerns issued by the US Department of State.  Ice noted that Hepatitis A vaccination is required when travelling to Israel.  The proposal was approved with the inclusion of requiring students to get a Hepatitis A vaccination.

The fourth proposed program, Screenwriting and Film Studies in Ireland, will be conducted in Letterkenny, County Donegal, Ireland.  The proposal was approved as presented. Marshall stated that there was a fifth proposal which was not quite finalized and asked members if they would be willing to review the proposal electronically; members agreed.

Linkages
Clodfelter presented a renewal MOU between Lebanese International University (LIU), Beirut, Lebanon and Ohio University.   One change to the original MOU removed all listings of LIU subsidiary or affiliated universities or centers except the LIU in Yemen. Members noted that there were still references to other affiliated universities and centers in the document. The MOU was approved with additional editing. 

Luce asked for other announcements or business. None presented.

The meeting adjourned at 2:45 pm.

The next meeting will be Friday, November, 5 from 1 to 3 pm in 514 Baker Center.
