Ohio University International Council

Minutes of Meeting
October 4, 2002
Present:
Claudia Hale (College of Communication), Chair



Josep Rota (Center for International Studies)



Alan Boyd (International Student and Faculty Services)



William Fisher (College of Fine Arts)



Ann Fidler (Honors Tutorial College)



Edward Gotfried (College of Osteopathic Medicine)



Rosalie Romano (College of Education





Betsy Partyka (College of Arts and Sciences)

Lian The-Mulliner (Libraries)

Joyce Pae (Office of Admissions)



Beth Clodfelter (Center for International Studies)

Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad)

Charles Mickelson (OPIE)

Glenn Kerkian (Alumni and Development)



Joan Kraynanski (Center for International Studies), Secretary

Guest:

Thomas Shostak, Lifelong Learning

Rota opened the meeting at 2:10.

Agenda Item #1: The minutes of the May 31, 2002, meeting were approved.

Agenda Item #2:  Welcome and discussion on Committee positions.

Rota extended a welcome to Hale as the new Chair of the UIC, and to all the new and returning members. 

Hale stated that Partyka would fill the Study Abroad Committee Chair and Holben would continue on as International Travel Committee Chair.  The International Linkages Committee needs a new Chair, and new members will be tapped for this position along with filling open positions on all UIC committees.  Rota noted that last year a major effort was put forward in organizing an accurate list of international agreements by Clodfelter, and Hale and her students, which will make this year’s committee work less taxing.  Hale said to notify her or Rota if interested in the Linkages Committee Chair position. International Faculty and Students and Internationalizing the Curriculum Committees will be discussed later in the meeting.

Agenda Item #3:  Status of International Agreements proposed in Summer 2002.

Rota stated that four proposals were presented for review over the summer. As approved in the May 31, 2002, minutes, International Agreements presented to the UIC for review over the summer would be reviewed via email and a quorum would consist of available members. Clodfelter stated that the Linkages Committee presented four proposals for review and approval.  Following from discussion, comments and corrections the following four proposals were approved: Faculty and Staff Exchange Agreement with Ohio University School of Music, Athens, Ohio, USA, and School of Music at the Facultad de Artes of the Universidad Nacional de Cuyo, Mendoza, Argentina; Memorandum of Understanding between Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, United States and Robert Schuman University, Institut Européen d’Etudes Commerciales Supérieures, France; Memorandum of Understanding between Hasanuddin University (UNHAS) Makassar, Indonesia and Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Ohio University (CEAS-OU), Ohio, USA; and, Memorandum of Understanding between Asian Business School, Bangalore, India and Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, United States.

Agenda Item #4:  Committee Reports.

Study Abroad: 

Partyka presented one proposal for the council’s review and approval.

The School of Theater submitted a Study Abroad Program Proposal for a new winter intersession course, Global Theater Institute: London.  Partyka stated that this will be a ten-day intensive theatrical performance class that will include seminars and, upon completion of the course, student presentations. The committee’s concerns were addressed, including adding a post evaluation, and as this program was similar to others in the School of Fine Arts, it was recommended that the council approve the proposal.  Fidler asked if there were prerequisites and if this program was available for non-theater majors.  Fisher said admission into the program required prerequisites or permission.  Hale asked if there was a maximum class limit.  Fisher said no, but that twelve students would be the maximum number of students manageable for this program.  Fidler asked how the program would be publicized. Fisher said it would be publicized at the School of Theater, School of Dance, Study Abroad and other areas on campus. The discussion ended.  The council voted unanimously to approve.   

International Travel Fund

Holben was unable to attend but submitted the following report. With the expert help of the technology person at the Center for International Studies, we were able to update our website and application form for the International Travel Fund. Check out the web site at http://www.ohio.edu/UIC.  

For the June1 deadline, the committee had 53 applications and forty-two were funded.  Each received $218 with the total amount awarded at $9,156.  Due to the large number of applications, the committee had to decide whether to fund fewer and award a larger amount or to fund more and provide a smaller award.  We decided on the latter option.  The September 1 deadline had nine applications and seven were funded. We awarded a total of $2,987. The next deadline for applications is October 15.

International Linkages:

​Clodfelter presented one proposal for review and approval.

Agreement on Academic Cooperation Between University of International Relations, Beijing, China and Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, USA (Draft).  Shostak, who presented this proposal to the committee, was present and stated that the proposal was stemming from an understanding that the University of International Relations (UIR) in Beijing has a different style of teaching from OU and we can learn from each other. The UIR’s primary focus was to train government and foreign service officials, but changes in the 1990s shifted its focus toward a more liberal arts university. Hale noted that if discussion evolved that this proposal will need to come back to the council. Shostak acknowledged this. Pae said she could not locate this institution through various searches and was curious about UIR’s institutional structure.  Shostak said he would provide the information. Pae asked for a clarification on the “American Experience” as stated in item #7. Shostak stated that it was much like the cultural program OPIE provides, including recreation, shopping and community outreach. Clodfelter stated that OPIE would be collaborating with this effort. Discussion ended.  Council members voted to approve with one no vote.

International Faculty and Students

Boyd stated that there were three hundred plus new international students entering fall quarter.  These figures may be down a little from last year.  Hale asked if this was due to application or logistic problems.  Boyd said he thought it was perhaps logistic. Boyd stated that his office was ready to sign on to the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS). The fee for signing on is $580. Initially it will be a one-user system at OU, but we hope to use it as a batch reporting system by January 2003.  Only students enrolling after winter quarter 2003 will be put in SEVIS, but in September 2003all students will be in the system. 

Internationalizing the Curriculum

No report.

Agenda Item #4:  Report by Associate Provost for International Programs

Rota stated that the ad hoc committee met over the summer to review the structure and function of the UIC.  The committee established bases for change by defining the council as having various roles: oversight, approval, and contributor to internationalizing campus and the curriculum.  Rota distributed proposed UIC bylaw changes as the outcome of the committee’s work.  Rota stated that this would constitute a first reading of the proposed changes.  Rota stated that the most important change would be the possible merging of the International Student and Faculty Committee with Internationalizing the Curriculum Committee.  Rota briefly outlined the other proposed changes. The second reading will be at the November 1 UIC meeting.
Agenda Item #5:  Other business.

Rota requested that the December 2002 meeting be cancelled because most members will be out of town or otherwise unable to attend.  All council members agreed.

Agenda Item #6:  The meeting adjourned at 3:42 PM.
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