Ohio University International Council

Meeting Minutes

Date:  October 5, 2007
Members present:

Ming Li (College of Health & Human Services); Katherine Tadlock (Graduate Studies); Josep Rota (International Affairs); Drew McDaniel (International Studies); Beth Clodfelter (International Affairs); Scott Jarvis (Linguistics / OPIE); Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad); Joyce Pae (Undergraduate Admissions); Dusan Sormaz (Russ College of Engineering); Gillian Ice (College of Osteopathic Medicine); Harvey Ballard (College of Arts & Sciences); Vicki Seefeldt West (International Recruitment); Robert Stewart (College of Communication); Charla Brunton (Office of the Executive VP & Provost), Secretary

Guests:
Jeffery Shane (Alden Library)-sitting in for Jeff Ferrier

In Luce’s absence, Rota chaired this meeting of the council and therefore convened the October meeting at 1:10 pm.
Rota introduced and welcomed Harvey Ballard as a new member to the council.  He also announced that the business college will be appointing Faizul Huq to represent their college.  Since Thom Luce is the chair of UIC, he can not also be the college’s representative according to the new bylaws.  Rota also announced that Charla Brunton will be updating the UIC website as appropriate and hopes to have most completed by November or December.  He also recognized Charla’s excellent work in support of the Council’s activities.
The September minutes were approved with no corrections needed.
Committee Reports:

International Linkages
Clodfelter reported that the committee did not have any new proposals to report at this time.  
Study Abroad Committee (SAC)
Marshall presented several MOU for approval.  First was an exchange agreement between OHIO and the University of Southern Denmark, Odense, Denmark (SDU).  It was approved unanimously.  Second was the agreement between OHIO and Musashi University.  Tadlock asked for clarification as to whether it was an undergraduate or graduate exchange.  Marshall said that it was for undergraduates only.  The agreement was approved.  The affiliation agreement between OHIO and American InterContinental University (AIU) Study Abroad Programs was presented by Marshall next.  It is a revised program that has been through Legal Affairs and the language was approved by them.  There was some discussion before the agreement was approved.
Ballard recommended the next few proposals from the Study Abroad Committee to the council for approval.  The proposal for a study abroad program in Spain was first.  Ice suggested Hepatitis A and MMR vaccines before going on this trip.  The Working with Immigrant Children in Spain program was approved unanimously.  The second proposal was Art & Ceramics in Hungary which Ballard presented as well.  It was approved by the council.  The last program from the committee was the Global Studies 2008:  Ecology of Sub-Arctic Fennoscandia proposal.  There were some grammatical changes before it was approved as amended.
International Travel Fund (ITF)
Rota presented the report for Knee, who is traveling out of the country and unable to attend the meeting.  The September cycle produced 12 applicants and they were each awarded $185.  The updated application and guidelines are now online at http://www.ohio.edu/uic/itf.cfm.  The next deadline for applications is October 15th.  Stewart asked about the flat rate that has been awarded and this was clarified.
Internationalizing the Campus and the Curriculum
No report from the committee except for the bylaws.  
Report by Associate Provost Dr. Josep Rota:  

Seefeldt West presented a report on the international student numbers.  There are currently 1274 international students which is up by 192 students from last year.  That number includes 133 new undergraduates and 248 new graduate students.  She also reported on the recruiting trips that some of the faculty members are taking.  There are some recruitment issues that the office is working through (retention, students adapting to the lifestyle, experiencing the American life, etc.).
Pae reported on a visit from Chivast last weekend.  The visit was very successful.  She thinks that they will start sending more students to OHIO.  Her office has reviewed 296 applications for Fall 2007-08 (with the majority being predominately Chinese students).  They have already received 59 applications for Winter quarter and 35 applications for Spring quarter.
Discussion of Bylaws:
Rota reported that he met with Luce and Sergio Lopez a couple of weeks ago to discuss Faculty Senate issues.  There are campus-wide issues concerning appointments to standing committees and having them approved.  According to the conversation with Lopez, there should not be a problem with the appointment of UIC members.  Lopez would like to see the new bylaws as soon as possible so that the Faculty Senate can act on them promptly.  The floor was then opened up for discussion concerning the bylaws.    Several council members voiced concerns regarding the bylaws.  Due to the basis of the discussion, it was decided to do one more revision of the draft and present it for re-consideration at the next meeting of the Council.  
Meeting adjourned at 3:07 pm.
