Ohio University International Council
Meeting Minutes
November 6, 2009

Members present:
Karla Schneider for Daniel Weiner (International Studies); Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad); Krista McCallum Beatty (International Student & Faculty Services); Katherine Tadlock (Graduate College); Maarten Uijt de Haag (Russ College of Engineering and Technology); Gillian Ice (College of Osteopathic Medicine); Christopher Thompson (Linguistics/OPIE); Joyce Pae (Undergraduate Admissions); Faizul Huq (College of Business); Thom Luce, chair (UIC); Martin Tuck (Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost); Vicki Seefeldt West (International Recruitment); Jeff Ferrier (Alden Library); Harvey Ballard (College of Arts & Sciences); Elizabeth Clodfelter (Honors Tutorial College); Charla Brunton (Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost), Secretary

Guests:
None


Luce convened the meeting at 1:10 pm.  

The minutes from the October meeting were discussed first.  They were approved as written.

Discussion of the Bylaws
Luce explained the changes to the bylaws and presented them to the group.  He noted that there were a few changes with titles of the membership along with new membership including adding the Associate Provost for Academic Affairs as a representative of the Provost’s office.    The council suggested adding language to deal with expedited documents and other business electronically.  Luce will work on the wording and sent it to the committee via email before a vote can be made.

Next, Luce presented the Planning and Assessment Committee document and explained their charge.  McCallum Beatty raised the question as to whether the chair of the Senior International Management Team or the Executive Director of the Center for International Studies should serve on the committee.  There was some discussion as to the proper membership.  The language “or a designee” will be added after the Executive Director of the Center for International Studies.  

McCallum Beatty researched the immigration regulations in regards to exchange students and visitors, who are not registering for classes, and what the exact definition of an “exchange” student is for our agreements. The council and the ISFS office is planning to implement a process for qualifying students for exchanges.  Can a student come here on a MOU alone or do they have to be enrolled in a program or degree of study?  There was a lengthy discussion on the j-series visa and other issues related to exchanges.  Luce suggested brainstorming on the issue and bringing ideas to the UIC-SIMT Retreat on December 10th.  

Marshall described the document for the Call for Applicants for 2010 International Faculty Development Seminars.  Marshall asked if the document seemed appropriate and also asked for ideas for communicating the opportunity to faculty.  Tuck suggested sharing the information with Laurie Hatch in the Center for Teaching and Learning.  



Committee Reports:

Planning and Assessment
Luce reported that the PAC did meet this week and is moving forward with establishing their practices.

International Travel Fund
There were four applications for the November cycle.  They are still being reviewed by the committee.  The next deadline is January 10, 2010 for travel in March or April.

Study Abroad
Marshall presented the program between Uganda:  Media, Diversity, and Governance first.  After some discussion, the proposal was approved as written.  Next, Marshall presented the Affiliation Agreement U.S. Universities & Colleges as well as the Addendum to the Affiliation Agreement between Globalinks and OHIO.  The council approved it as written.

Ballard presented the study abroad program titled Global Studies in Plant Biology:  Capstone in Panama City, Bocas del Toro and Boquete regions in Panama next.  The program is mostly for undergraduate students but could include some graduate students.  The program was approved with a few minor grammatical corrections.

Marshall and Clodfelter presented the MOU between OHIO and The University of Franche-Comte for discussion.  McCallum Beatty asked that the boiler plate language for immigration and insurance be included.  After a few clarifications, the MOU was approved with minor changes.

Luce asked for any new business or announcements.  McCallum Beatty asked for feedback on an idea for a workshop that is being planned for sometime in early December to address issues that have been arising due to the large number of Chinese students who are now attending OHIO who have limited English skills.  It is a much needed meeting so that the international students’ experience is the best is that it can be.

The meeting adjourned at 2:54 pm.

**The next meeting will be on Friday, January 8th from noon-2 pm in Baker Center room 233. **

