Ohio University International Council

Meeting Minutes

November 7, 2008
Members present:

 Josep Rota (International Affairs); Daniel Weiner (International Studies); Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad); Krista McCallum Beatty (International Student & Faculty Services); Maarten Uijt de Haag (Russ College of Engineering & Technology); Harvey Ballard (College of Arts & Sciences); Thom Luce (College of Business); Joyce Pae (Undergraduate Admissions); Elizabeth Clodfelter (International Affairs); Ming Li (College of Health & Human Services); Da Zhang (Regional Campuses); Hend Irhiam (Graduate Student Senate); Bella Anne Ndubuisi (International Student Union); Charla Brunton (Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost), Secretary

Guests:


Luce convened the meeting at 1:10 pm.  
The minutes from the September meeting were discussed and approved as amended.
Luce welcomed the new student representatives (Hend Irhiam and Bella Ndubuisi) to the council that were in attendance.

Bylaws discussion
Luce then discussed the very minor changes of the bylaws.  The main changes were the membership of the deans from the Honors Tutorial College and University College.  The faculty status needed to be emphasized.  The Vice President for Student Affairs and the Associate Provost for International Affairs were added as non-voting members. Rota spoke with Dean David Descutner and he will find a faculty member to appoint for University College.  He also spoke with Harold Molineu from the Honors Tutorial College and Molineu did not see the logic in trying to find someone to represent them.  Rota asked the Council if the group wanted to fight those recommendations from the Committee on Committees or to abide by them.  The consensus was to abide by the Committee on Committee recommendations which could be a dean with faculty status.  There was some discussion and then the bylaws were approved as amended.
Report from Associate Provost for International Affairs
Rota reported the international enrollment numbers had increased to 1451 students (undergraduate and graduate).  This is the highest number in many years at Ohio University.  The recruitment plan is to evaluate methods used for recruitment, continue to focus on the same countries, and attend recruitment fairs.  

The recruitment team is concerned with several things in regards to recruitment.  Given the relative unbalance of numbers of international students from different geographical areas, the team will strive to attain greater diversity among the students recruited.  The second goal is to focus on quality.  Admission is given to most students with lower TOEFL scores (450) and that practice is being reviewed.  If a student has to be in OPIE for more than a year, then it is not beneficial to the students or to the university.  They might start requiring higher TOEFL score and/or get the students out of OPIE sooner.  Two-thirds of the international students recruited want to be in the College of Business.  They are entertaining the idea of imposing a limit of 75-100 international students admitted to College of Business each year with a requirement of a TOEFL score of 580 or above.  
Pae reported on the international numbers for spring and winter quarter.  For winter quarter, there are 183 applications with 151 admitted.  For spring quarter, there are 140 applications with currently 51 admitted and more to review.  The yield is not able to be measured.  

The Fulbright report was discussed next.  Clodfelter shared the 2008-09 numbers: 22 applications with 12 awarded, which is 54.5% of total applicants.  Currently, Ohio University ranks 21st in the United States for being awarded Fulbright awards.  Five professors also received scholar awards.  The numbers were the highest percentage for the students and the highest number for the faculty that they have ever been.  Rota congratulated and thanked Clodfelter for all her hard work with advising and assistance in preparing the students.

Rota reminded everyone about the ITAR regulations that are currently in place as a cautionary matter only.  Uijt de Haag mentioned that an official was to visit the campus in the spring and he will inform the committee about when as the details come forth.  We are not quite ready to go public with the university because the restrictions are vague.  Many members of the committee think that it is a little more urgent and that a general statement needs to go out.  McCallum Beatty mentioned listing some information in the International Voice.
Rota shared that the new UIC website will be demonstrated today.  He also shared that the international house will start construction/remodeling soon.  Most international academic support units will be located there.  Weiner asked about who makes the decisions about where the international students are housed.  Rota clarified that Scott Quad was to be a transitional residence hall for new international students for ideally only one quarter.  Rota suggested inviting Bev Wyatt to the next meeting to address the concerns of this living situation.
Committee Reports:

International Travel Fund

Luce announced that Beamish was unable to attend. There were only two applicants for November and it is expected that they will both be funded fully.
Study Abroad

Ballard presented the Art & Art History in Paris Study Abroad Program first.  It was approved as written.  The Global Competitiveness Program in Brazil was next.  Ballard explained that this was a change in location only.  It was approved as written.  Media Studies in Malaysia was presented by Ballard next.  The electronic file that was sent to the council was somewhat distorted.  Rota asked that the file be resent to committee.  The committee then approved the proposal as written.  The last proposal, Working with Children in Spain, was presented next by both Marshall and Ballard.  Luce voiced concern about the cost of the provider in regards to conversion from Euros to USD.  It was approved as written.
Linkages

Clodfelter presented the MOU between OHIO and The University of Botswana.  It was a combination of a student exchange, faculty exchange, collaborative research, teaching and engagement Memorandum of Understanding.  Weiner voiced concern about students going abroad through unapproved other programs or with a faculty member other than the Study Abroad office approved programs.  Li asked a few clarification questions.  The MOU was then approved as is.
Rota requested that the Study Abroad committee prepare a proposal for the next meeting that states that no Ohio University program be able to proceed with taking students abroad without first going through the study abroad office and the UIC.
Luce then demonstrated the new UIC website.  Scharer had an announcement and passed out a handout in regards to the Global Ambassador Network.
The meeting adjourned at 3:01 pm.
**Next meeting will be January 9th from noon-2 pm in Baker Center room 233**

