Ohio University International Council

Minutes of Meeting
November 4, 2005
Present:
Claudia Hale (College of Communication), Chair

Betsy Partyka (College of Arts and Sciences)



Nanda Rangan (College of Business)

David Holben (College of Health and Human Services)

Gillian Ice (College of Osteopathic Medicine)

William Fisher (College of Fine Arts)

Dusan Sormaz (College of Engineering)

Josep Rota (Center for International Studies)
Connie Perdreau (Education Abroad)

Alan Boyd (International Student and Faculty Services)

Michael Mumper (Graduate Studies)
Molly Dwyer (International Student Union)

Jeff Ferrier (Libraries)

Joan Kraynanski (Center for International Studies), Secretary

Guests:
Chris Coski, Chair, Study Abroad Committee 


Sandra Turner, Educational Studies
Hale convened the meeting at 1:10.

Agenda Item #1: The October 7, 2005, minutes were approved with three clerical corrections.

Agenda Item #2:  Committee Reports
International Travel Fund 
Holben reported that the committee received eight applications for the current round of funding and six were funded. The total amount awarded was $2,530, leaving a balance of approximately $7,500 in the fund.
International Linkages 

Rota spoke for the committee, stating that five proposals would be presented for review.
Turner presented the MOU between University of Education, Winneba, Winneba, Ghana and Ohio University, stating that Winneba was a teacher training college.  The major themes of the MOU were to develop a joint Master of Education degree program and to provide professional development for faculty and staff at both institutions.  Turner stated that the MOU had the support of the Dean.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously.
Rota presented the MOU between the American University of Science and Technology, Beirut, Lebanon and Ohio University, stating that the MOU was presented to council over the summer and some concerns were raised regarding the MOU.  Following some revisions, the MOU was returned to the committee and it is being recommended for approval by council.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously.
Rota presented the MOU between Lebanese International University, Bekaa, Lebanon and Ohio University.  Council recommended changing the last line of section II., to read “appropriate graduate program”, instead of “Department of Linguistics”.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously.
Rota presented the Agreement between Ohio University College of Business and International Management Education Center (IMEC), as a proposal that was not referred to council by committee.  Under the agreement IMEC would facilitate, in China, aspects of the agreement between Tsinghua University’s Center for Overseas Academic and Cultural Exchanges and Ohio University’s College of Business to establish an MBA program at Tsinghua University.  Rota read off a list of concerns submitted by Tadlock (who was unable to attend the meeting) and other council members expressed some concerns.  Those concerns included: the relationship between IMEC and Tsinghua; why is it necessary to use a go-between; some background on IMEC would be helpful; what is the benefit or motivation for using IMEC; in recruiting adjunct faculty, is IMEC aware of OU requirements, e.g., English as a medium of instruction and the requirement of OU course numbering; who was responsible for paying the student application fee; and, if the fees collected, per student, for participating in the joint MBA program, were in accordance with OU fee structure.  Rangan responded to all the council’s questions.  Several members recommended that council’s concerns and the points of information provided by Rangan be incorporated into the document and returned to council.  The Agreement was tabled until the January meeting.
Rota presented the Agreement by and between Arabian Gulf University, Bahrain and Ohio University College of Business.  Rangan stated that the agreement was approved by council and that this proposal only represented a site change.  Council members asked for clarification on language requirements, curriculum layout, what were the site locations, would OU students participate and would the program culminate in an OU degree.  Council members noted that the wording in section 1.11, regarding changes to OU’s code of conduct, would need to be changed if the program was offering an OU degree.  The proposal was tabled until the January meeting.
Study Abroad
Coski presented one proposal for the council’s review and approval from the School of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science.  The proposal, Engineering and Technology Projects in Ghana, organized by OU’s chapter of Engineers Without Boarders (EWB-Ohio), is open to undergraduate, graduate and non-degree seeking students.  The students and faculty mentors will do preparatory work during the academic year before traveling to Ghana for three weeks in the summer to implement the project.  Coski stated that it was his understanding that EWB-Ohio will do other projects in the future.  Council noted that because this proposal is project driven and EWB-Ohio will probably be presenting similar projects in new sites, the language of the proposal should be written in a more general fashion so the same proposal could be used with site changes.  Council requested a more detailed itemization of the AFS Ghana (housing, transport, etc) expense item.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously.
International Student and Faculty Services
No report.
Agenda Item #3:  Report by Associate Provost for International Programs

Rota informed council that the President and Provost have set a minimum tuition cost that will affect international linkage agreements. The minimum tuition, per student, can be no less then the price of instate tuition plus 10 percent.
Rota announced that this fall quarter OU experienced its largest drop in international student enrollment.  This was a statewide pattern for most public universities, the exceptions being Bowling Green and Akron Universities.
Rota recommended that council hold a special session on December 2 to discuss the restructuring of the UIC.  Council members agreed.
Agenda Item #4:  Announcements and other business

No announcements or new business.
Agenda Item #5: The meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM.
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