Ohio University International Council

Minutes of Meeting
May 2, 2003
Present:
Claudia Hale (College of Communication), Chair

Josep Rota (Center for International Studies)



Edward Gotfried (College of Osteopathic Medicine)

Betsy Partyka (College of Arts and Sciences)

David Holben (College of Health and Human Services)

Alan Boyd (International Student & Faculty Services)

Jeffrey Ferrier (Libraries)

Connie Perdreau (Education Abroad)

Glen Kerkian (Alumni and Development)

Joyce Pae (Office of Admissions)

Beth Clodfelter (Center for International Studies)

Charles Mickelson (OPIE)

Joanna Binsfeld (International Student Union)

Joan Kraynanski (Center for International Studies), Secretary

Guest:

Kapil Bajaj (International Student Union)



Hale opened the meeting at 1:10.

Agenda Item #1: The minutes of the April 4, 2003, meeting were approved with clerical corrections.

Agenda Item #2:  Committee Reports

International Faculty Professional Travel:

Holben reported that the committee received 12 applicants for this round of travel awards. The fund balance prior to the awards was $4438. Ten applicants were funded, totaling $3975, which left a balance of $463 that will be carried forward into the new fiscal year.  Rota stated that 2% was appropriated from the fund in spring quarter due to state budget cuts and that there will be cuts to the fund for next year but the amount won’t be available until the budget comes out in July.

Study Abroad:

Partyka presented one proposal for review and approval.  

Service-Learning Through Teaching in South Africa.  Partyka stated that this program is a paired learning project based on an earlier program established in Swaziland. Holben asked if the student teaching portion of the program met the State of Ohio requirements.  Partyka stated that it was not clear in the proposal but they would qualify the intent of the student teaching so it would be clear for the students.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion was unanimously approved.

International Linkages:

Romano was absent so Clodfelter presented one proposal to the council for review and approval.

Memorandum of Understanding between Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, USA and The Open University, UK.  Clodfelter stated that The Open University had contacted OU and that Shostak had taken the lead on this MOU.  Shostak was not present, so Clodfelter, although not involved in the MOU process, facilitated the committee’s questions.  Clodfelter noted that controls were in place to keep enrollment figures manageable, as stated in Addendum 2, which was an internal document.  Only units and faculty that wanted to participate would participate. Clodfelter stated that the MOU had been sent to Graduate Council and Faculty Senate. Clodfelter stated that this agreement was seen as a marketing tool to promote OU on line and Shostak was in discussion with the CEO of Open University, she believed, concerning monetary awards to OU. The committee felt there were still some dangling implications and unanswered questions.  The motion was tabled until the next meeting.
Internationalizing the Campus and the Curriculum:

Luce could not attend the meeting.

Boyd updated the council on the status of SEVIS on campus.  SEVIS is expected to be fully functioning by August 1st thanks to the efforts of all those associated with the implementation and coordination of the system.

Agenda Item #3:  Report from Associate Provost International Programs.

Rota stated that nationally the general impression on international admissions for fall 2003-04 is that we can anticipate a 30% drop.

Rota stated that the budget was still being worked out at the State level. He estimated a 3.5 to 4% cut in OU’s budget for the next fiscal year.  Concerning tuition scholarships, Rota stated that we may have to set a quota on the number we will accept or reduce the percentage of OU’s contribution to the scholarship (at present it’s at 100%).

Agenda Item #4: Announcements and other business.

Gotfried stated that the COM summer Beijing trip is deferred because of SARS.  Perdreau noted that the GLC Hong Kong trip had been cancelled this year and that the Art Program scheduled for late in the summer in Beijing will probably be cancelled.

Agenda Item #5:  The meeting adjourned at 2:25 PM.
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