Ohio University International Council

Minutes of Meeting
May 7, 2004
Present:
Claudia Hale (College of Communication), Chair

Josep Rota (Center for International Studies)

Betsy Partyka (College of Arts and Sciences)

Rosalie Romano (College of Education)

David Holben (College of Health and Human Services)

Edward Gotfried (College of Osteopathic Medicine)

Muriel Ballou (Lifelong Learning)

Charles Mickelson (Ohio Program of Intensive English)

Connie Perdreau (Education Abroad)

Beth Clodfelter (Center for International Studies)

Joyce Pae (Office of Admissions)

Lian The-Mulliner (Libraries)

Michael Mumper (Graduate Studies)

Katie Tadlock (Graduate Student Services)

Laura Schaeffer (University College)

Joan Kraynanski (Center for International Studies), Secretary

Guests:
Ming Li, Recreation and Sports Science


Hale opened the meeting at 1:10.

Agenda Item #1: The minutes of the April 2, 2004, meeting were approved following clerical corrections.

Hale called for a clarification on council’s approval of a special procedure for OPIE agreements as discussed in the April minutes. Hale proposed that when an OPIE agreement deadline conflicts with committee procedures, council agrees to employ the summer approach in approving OPIE agreements.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

Agenda Item #2:  Committee Reports

International Linkages:

Rota reintroduced to council the MOU between the College of HHS and Beijing Sport University (BSU), approved with corrections on February 6, 2004.  The MOU has been reviewed and approved by both the Curriculum and Graduate Councils.  Li stated that BSU sent a delegation to OU in March and signed the MOU and he wanted to address council regarding some changes to the agreement.  The final four courses that were to be taught at OU will now be taught at BSU, because of the concern over possible visa complications, and upon completion of the degree an optional, voluntary exploratory trip to OU will be offered to the graduates.  Li said there would be some additional travel costs for OU faculty traveling to BSU to complete the final quarter in Beijing; all the financial data is disclosed in the final proposal.  Hale asked for clarification on how a drop in enrollment, below the required minimum of thirty students, once the program began, would affect the budget.  Li said a contingency fund was inserted into the budget so the program could continue.  Mickelson recommended that Li, Keefer and Shostak meet with him to discuss the English language situation in Beijing.  Li thanked the council and discussion on the MOU ended.

Study Abroad:

Partyka presented to council one proposal from the Communication and Development Studies Program, Graduate Internship and Research Program with Bush Radio, Cape Town, South Africa.  Partyka said that two to three graduate students would be doing internship work this year under this program.  At Bush Radio the students will be under the supervision of the station manger, Tanja Bosch, who received a Ph.D. from Ohio University.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously.

Perdreau presented an Academic Programs International (API) agreement between API and Ohio University.  The agreement will provide additional study abroad opportunities for OU students through a third party provider while allowing some of the administrative responsibility to be performed by OU Education Abroad Office. Perdreau stated that the advantage of this agreement is to make it easier for OU students to participate in non-OU programs.  OU will receive funds for the services they provide OU students from API.  Perdreau noted that API’s funding comes from the fees students pay for API services.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously. 

International Faculty Professional Travel:

Holben announced that all twenty-two applicants were funded in the last round, totaling an expenditure of almost $11,000.  The fund had an ending balance of approximately $5000.

Internationalizing the Campus and the Curriculum:

No report.

Agenda Item #3:  Report from Associate Provost, International Programs

No report.

Agenda Item #4: Announcements and Other Business

Tadlock presented figures on Fall 2004-05 admissions from the Office of Graduate Studies showing about a 65% decline in international admissions and an 8% increase in US admissions.  Those programs most affected are Engineering, Physics and Mathematics. 

Council members discussed recruiting organizations, fairs and contacts with alumni as possible opportunities to promote OU to prospective international students.

Agenda Item #5:  The meeting adjourned at 2:25 PM.

