Ohio University International Council

Minutes of Meeting
March 7, 2003
Present:
Claudia Hale (College of Communication), Chair

Josep Rota (Center for International Studies)

Rosalie Romano (College of Education)





Thom Luce (College of Business)

Edward Gotfried (College of Osteopathic Medicine)

David Holben (College of Health and Human Services)

Alan Boyd (International Student & Faculty Services)

Jeffrey Ferrier (Libraries)

Katie Tadlock (Graduate Student Services)

Connie Perdreau (Education Abroad)

Beth Clodfelter (Center for International Studies)

Joan Kraynanski (Center for International Studies), Secretary

Guest:

Kapil Bajaj (International Student Union)



Hale opened the meeting at 1:10.

Agenda Item #1: The minutes of the February 10, 2003, meeting were approved with two clerical corrections.

Agenda Item #2:  Committee Reports

International Travel Fund:

No report.

Study Abroad:

Partyka was unable to attend the meeting.  Perdreau noted that the Education Abroad (EA) Office had been receiving many phone calls from parents regarding the possibility of war breaking out.  All programs were still going forward.  Perdreau stated that EA held it’s second administrative workshop.  The workshop incorporated the updated Risk Management Policy on Education Abroad Programs and was well attended.

International Linkages:

Romano presented two proposals to the council.

Memorandum of Understanding between Hubei Provincial Department of Education, P.R.C. and Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, USA.  Romano stated that this was a general memorandum of understanding promoting educational cooperation that would include faculty, student and senior administration exchanges.  Romano said the committee had approved the proposal and requested council’s approval.  Rota noted that Hubei Province is home to two of the top universities in China and the College of Business has established agreements there.  Perdreau noted that a date needed to be included in the agreement. A vote was called on the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved with inclusion of a date.

The second proposal outlined an agreement between the Wuhan Iron and Steel Company [WISCO] and Hubei Association for the International Exchange of Personnel [HAIEP] and Ohio University [OU] in which OU would provide a graduate program, commencing with the 2003-2004 academic year, in business administration that would culminate in an OU MBA degree for the successful participants. Courses would be taught in Wuhan and Athens. Two concerns were addressed. The first was in the curriculum section I., D., 1., e., regarding OU’s assistance with participants’ visas. It was recommended that the words “in obtaining” be deleted and replaced with “to apply for”. The second concern, in the costs section, II., A., where the inclusion of “Expenses are subject to change.” needed to be inserted.  A vote was called on the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved with the two corrections.

Internationalizing the Campus and the Curriculum:

Luce agreed to chair the committee.  Luce stated that he will familiarize himself with the history of this committee before proceeding.

Boyd stated that SEVIS was up and running, but running slowly.  Boyd presented figures on international student enrollment for winter 2003. The total number for the Athens campus was 1076 with 11 international students at the branch campuses.  Boyd also presented a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) chart that was laid out by NAFSA to inform the council of the positioning of SEVIS within DHS. Boyd stated that International Student and Faculty Services is providing as much support as is possible to the international students at OU.

Agenda Item #3:  Report from Associate Provost International Programs.

Rota initiated discussion on some of the problems international students might face if war does break out, how university services could accommodate these problems and the need to be sensitive to international students’ academic, physical and emotional well being.

Agenda Item #4: Announcements and other business.

Clodfelter suggested that members print their own copies of proposals that are being emailed prior to council meetings.

Boyd stated that the Street Fair Committee is meeting regularly and things are moving along.

Perdreau noted that on April 19 the Regional Branch Campuses meeting of SA would be held.

Agenda Item #5:  The meeting adjourned at 2:20 PM.
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