Ohio University International Council

Meeting Minutes

March 7, 2008
Members present:

Ming Li (College of Health & Human Services); Josep Rota (International Affairs); Jeff Ferrier (Alden Library); Drew McDaniel (International Studies); Beth Clodfelter (International Affairs); Thom Luce (College of Business); Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad); Dusan Sormaz (Russ College of Engineering & Technology); Harvey Ballard (College of Arts and Sciences); Adam Knee (College of Fine Arts); Greg Scharer (Alumni Relations/Advancement); Francis Godwyll (College of Education); Charla Brunton (Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost), Secretary

Guests:

None

Luce convened the meeting at 1:10 pm.
The February minutes were approved as written.
Bylaws discussion:

Luce introduced the addendum to the bylaws which was the Planning and Assessment Committee description for the second time for discussion.  Ballard suggested some language changes.  The committee voted to adopt this amendment to the bylaws as amended unanimously.  Luce then asked if any other committee had their charges to submit to the council to add to the bylaws as well.  None of the other committees were prepared at this time to submit their charges.
Clodfelter asked about the Linkages Approval Guidelines.  As clarification, it was decided that letters of intent will be brought forward to the council as an informational purpose only.  Rota asked about inserting languages regarding risk, risk management, etc.  Li will add a footnote to the approval guidelines regarding the technology rule that is now in effect and also the risk involved.  Li will make the changes and then email the final document to Brunton to be uploaded to the website.
Report from Associate Provost for International Affairs

Rota thanked Luce and his MIS class for the work that they have been doing to create a searchable database and a tool for making assessments available online.  The program that the class designed may be ready to present at either the April or May meeting.  Clodfelter updated on the student’s progress as well.  She stated that the students are making the site interactive so that everyone can see where the successful programs are and where more time and money should be spent.  
Luce then asked if the council would be interested in meeting with the candidates for the position for Director of the Center for International Studies.  The council would like to be a part of the interview process and would like to request an hour long meeting.  Brunton will relay the request to the search committee coordinator and ask that the council is on the agenda.  The first candidate will be on campus the last part of March.
Committee Reports:

International Travel Fund

Knee announced that the next deadline is Monday, March 17th.  He also suggested that the committee will need to meet before the awards are made to assess the budget and the actual funds available.

Linkages

Clodfelter presented the agreement with OHIO and the China Agricultural University regarding an MBA program.  Li voiced some concern about obtaining visas for the Chinese students and suggested adding some language that addresses this issue.  Godwyll thought is was a good idea to add the language as well as alternatives.  Tadlock had sent some valid changes/corrections via email that will be noted.  The proposal was approved by the council as long as the concerns were voiced to the initiator (Faizel Huq).

Study Abroad

Ballard presented the Study Abroad in Brazil:  Portuguese Language and Culture first.  Marshall clarified the budget so that there is no confusion.  This program is for graduate students initially but could potentially be for undergraduates as well.  It was approved unanimously.
The OU-COM Surgical Team to Honduras program was presented next by both Ballard and Marshall.  The program is for medical students only.  Rota was concerned about safety issues for the students.  Some areas of the proposal need to be revised for safety concerns.  Based on those contingencies, the proposal was approved as written.  

Next, Ballard presented a consortium member agreement between OHIO and the Institute for Tropical Ecology and Conservation.  The proposal was approved as amended.  

The final study abroad program for Global Studies in Plant Biology:  Introduction to Tropical Environments and Issues was then presented.  It is for incoming freshman to give them an idea as to what studying abroad is like.  The proposal was approved as written.

Luce asked if anyone had any additional announcements or comments.

Clodfelter stated that Pae asked her to ask the council about AMIDEAST membership fees.  The undergraduate admissions office has been paying for this membership but is no longer able to pay the $400 annual fee dues to budget constraints.  She would like to know if any other planning unit would be interested in taking over the cost of the membership fees.  McDaniel stated that he would be willing to pay for half of the fees and share the cost with another unit.  Rota said that he would help with remaining balance. 
The meeting adjourned at 2:26 pm.
**Next meeting will be April 4th, 2008 from 1-3 pm in Baker Center room 233**

