Ohio University International Council

Meeting Minutes

Date: May 4, 2007
Members present:

Ming Li (College of Health & Human Services) 

Thom Luce (College of Business)

Josep Rota (International Affairs)



Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad) 
Jeff Ferrier (Alden Library)




Joyce Pae (Undergraduate Admissions) 
Drew McDaniel (International Studies) 


Chris Coski (College of Arts & Sciences)
Beth Clodfelter (International Affairs) 


Scott Jarvis (Linguistics / ESL Programs) 
Dusan Sormaz (Russ College of Engineering) 

Adam Knee (College of Fine Arts)
Gillian Ice (College of Osteopathic Medicine) 



Charla Dobson (Office of the Provost), Secretary

Guests:

John Burns, Legal Affairs
Dr. Mandi Chikombero, Assistant Professor of Telecommunications

Luce convened the meeting at 1:10 pm.
John Burns from Legal Affairs was present to discuss any legal terms that may affect students who are traveling abroad.  The main concern was legal rights or ramifications the students that are traveling or working abroad for credit but aren’t necessarily in a study abroad program might face in a foreign country.  Travel warnings were discussed and what they could do to “by-pass” the travel warning to allow students to travel to a country deemed safe by an expert.  Waivers are good, but not necessarily binding or a guarantee that Ohio University would be legally covered.  If a student is a citizen of a country that is under travel warning, are they allowed to go back to that country to continue work for a credit? (Dissertations, master’s theses, etc.)
Coski introduced Dr. Mandi Chikombero to talk about the proposal trip to Victoria Falls to participate in the Botswana HIV/AIDS program.  There is not an official travel warning in Zimbabwe but there were some safety issues that Coski asked the council to comment on.  There were a few questions for the guest regarding details of the day trip.  McDaniel motioned that the proposal be amended with the day trip being an option and not required.
The April minutes were approved with slight grammatical changes.
Committee Reports:

Study Abroad

Coski presented the proposal for Simonyi Foundation Grant-founded Global Competitiveness Program in Hungary.  Coski will clarify exactly how many faculty members will be attending (two or three).  Once clarified, the proposal will be approved with the clarifications.
International Linkages

The committee does not have any new proposals for this month.

The agreement on cooperation between the Ohio University and China Agricultural University was discussed again.  There were a few terminology questions/concerns that the Council wanted clarified.  The council is sending the proposal back to CIBED to make the changes suggested and resubmit for next month.
International Travel Fund
Knee announced that the next deadline is May 15th for travel during July 1 – September 30.    Knee asked if there was any cause for concern for funding.  As far as Rota knows, there is not concern yet but a disclaimer would be appropriate on the award letters.
Internationalizing the Campus and the Curriculum
Li presented another draft or second reading of the approval guidelines for International Linkages. He suggested taking the guidelines back to the departments and having someone from outside the council review for suggestions.  Li will make the changes and bring the draft back for final approval at the June meeting.

The bylaws were presented for a first reading by the committee.  Vicki Seefelt West from International Recruitment was present and there was discussion about adding her to the statutory membership of the council in the bylaws.  It was decided that the statutory membership should be the named Administrators (by titles) and then the offices would be listed as needing representation.  Student representatives would be chosen by their perspective student organizations.  Rota mentioned that there were a few things missing from the bylaws, such as who has voting rights, etc.     
Report by Associate Provost Dr. Josep Rota:  

Provost Krendl will be attending the June meeting.  Rota also announced that the president has also formally approved the reorganization of the UIC.
Luce asked for comments from the council about any of the topics or proposals presented during the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 3:02 pm.
