Ohio University International Council

Minutes of Meeting
March 3, 2006
Present:
Claudia Hale (College of Communication), Chair

Chris Coski (College of Arts and Sciences)



Thom Luce (College of Business)

David Lucas (Regional Higher Education)

Rosalie Romano (College of Education)
William Fisher (College of Fine Arts)

Josep Rota (Center for International Studies)
Connie Perdreau (Education Abroad)

Katherine Tadlock (Graduate Student Services)

Charles Mickelson (Ohio Program of Intensive English)
Muriel Ballou (Lifelong Learning)

Joyce Pae (Office of Admissions)

Beth Clodfelter (Center for International Studies)

Jeff Ferrier (Libraries)

Joan Kraynanski (Center for International Studies), Secretary

Guests:
Ming Li, Recreation and Sports Science


Lori Lammert, Education Abroad



Drew McDaniel, Southeast Asian Studies



Karla Schneider, Southeast Asian Studies


Hale convened the meeting at 1:10.

Agenda Item #1: The February 3, 2005 minutes were approved as submitted.
Agenda Item #2:  Committee Reports
International Linkages

Clodfelter presented two MOUs to council.  Li spoke for the first MOU, MOU between Faculty of Sport Sciences, Waseda University, Japan and College of Health and Human Services, Ohio University, United States.  Li stated that this MOU was initiated by a visiting scholar from Waseda University.  HHS hopes to expand on the initial faculty exchange with Waseda University with this MOU.  Li would like UIC approval on the proposal before meeting with Waseda officials. Two grammatical corrections were recommended: at provision 5., change “details” to “detail”; and at provision 6., first line, change “of execution” to “signed”. Hale called for a vote with corrections.  The motion passed unanimously.

Clodfelter presented the second MOU, MOU between Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, United States and University of Dar es Salaam, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.  This MOU comes from the College of Osteopathic Medicine which would establish an agreement with University of Dar es Salaam’s Geology department to jointly work on paleontological research.  Clodfelter stated that the student exchange portion of the MOU may be eliminated. Tadlock recommended that, at least, informal approval be requested from the College of Arts and Sciences.  Hale called for a vote, noting that if approved, the approval was contingent on COM engaging in conversations with A&S regarding this MOU.  The motion passed unanimously.
Study Abroad
Coski presented two new study abroad proposals from the committee.  McDaniel and Schneider spoke for the Southeast Asia Abroad – Malaysia proposal.  This program is being sponsored by Southeast Asian Studies and TCOM and will be a 15 week program with credits awarded for fall quarter.  The focus of the program is media studies and international affairs and will be hosted by Taylor College in Malaysia.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously.
Coski spoke for the second proposal, Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL): Intensive program in Cuenca, Ecuador.  This is an intensive summer program designed to offer three of the five courses (2 courses will be taken at OU) necessary for the certificate of TEFL.  At the Centro de Estudios Interamericanos (CEDEI) students will have the opportunity to do required practicum in an appropriate cultural environment; this cannot be done at OU.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously.
Hale interrupted the agenda to bring forward an agreement that was tabled at the November 2005 meeting. The MOU, Agreement by and Between Arabian Gulf University (AGU), Bahrain and Ohio University College of Business, USA, is a request for approval of a site change to an agreement (Al-Tamimi Group) previously approved by council according the COB.  The COB responded and/or addressed the concerns of council regarding the AGU MOU.  The current concerns of council were:  a Dean level signature needs to be added for AGU; a series of additions under ‘Academic Process’: at 1.8, last line needs to include statement that students are admitted on the basis of academic qualifications; at 1.10, regarding OU’s code of conduct, need oversight on moral and legal ramification of altering the code and also assurances that the ‘non discriminatory clause’ is included; and, at 1.12 include a clause that ‘both’ universities agree to certain academic standards.   Perdreau asked how oversight on this and similar proposals was being handled during the academic process.  Rota stated that this is a concern (oversight on international agreements) and the issue was being discussed and a response would be forthcoming.
Rota stated that because the partners in the agreement were waiting on this agreement that a vote should be called today.  Hale called for a vote with the inclusion of all council’s recommendations.  The motion passed unanimously.

Coski presented a letter to President McDavis endorsing 2006 as the ‘Year of Study Abroad’ as prepared by the committee for council approval and presentation to the President.  Lucas requested that the Regional Campuses should be mentioned, as in reference to ‘at all Ohio University campuses’ instead of ‘at Ohio University”. It was suggested that the word “mere” in the second paragraph, line 5, be deleted.  Hale called for a vote with corrections.  The motion passed unanimously.
International Travel Fund 
Holben was unable to attend and submitted the following report.  The committee has not met since the last UIC meeting.  A report regarding the next round of funding will be presented at the April meeting.
International Student and Faculty Services
No report.
Agenda Item #3:  Report by Associate Provost for International Programs

Rota informed the council that as of April 1 the official separation of the dual position, CIS Director and Associate Provost for International Programs, would take effect.  Rota stated that McDaniel (Interim Director, CIS) will be replacing Clodfelter on council as the CIS representative.  

Rota announced that the External Service Provider Report will be available next month.  Rota stated that he had not received any comments on the UIC realignment and would continue to accept comments through the following Wednesday.
Agenda Item #4:  Announcements and other business

No report
Agenda Item #5: The meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM.
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