Ohio University International Council

Minutes of Meeting
January 9, 2004
Present:
Claudia Hale (College of Communication), Chair

Betsy Partyka (College of Arts and Sciences)

William Fisher (College of Fine Arts)

David Holben (College of Health and Human Services)

Josep Rota (Center for International Studies)

Charles Mickelson (Ohio Program of Intensive English)

Beth Clodfelter (Center for International Studies)

Muriel Ballou (Lifelong Learning)

Karen Brown (Regional Higher Education)

Alan Boyd (International Student & Faculty Services)

Connie Perdreau (Education Abroad)

Katie Tadlock (Graduate Student Services)

Laura Schaeffer (University College)

David M. Lucas (Regional Higher Education)

Li Wang (International Student Union)

Julie Walters (Undergraduate Student Representative)

Joan Kraynanski (Center for International Studies), Secretary

Guests:
Tom Shostack, Lifelong Learning



Greg Emery, Global Learning Community

Hale opened the meeting at 1:10.

Agenda Item #1: The minutes of the January 9, 2004, meeting were approved following clerical corrections.

Agenda Item #2:  Committee Reports

Hale noted that the committees would be reporting out of order.

Internationalizing the Campus and the Curriculum:

Luce was unable to attend.  Luce distributed minutes of the last committee meeting via email and the following items were noted: the committee hopes to meet with committee members for the “Citizens for the Nation and for the World” conference scheduled for next fall; the committee has received some assurance that OU’s current international focus will be taken into consideration in the presidential search; and the committee has requested that the ISU’s International Scholars Panel for next year take internationalization as its topic.

Study Abroad:

Partyka stated that the committee would not meet until next week and had nothing to report.

International Linkages:

Clodfelter filled in for Romano who was unable to attend.  

Clodfelter stated that Shostack was presenting the Memorandum of Understanding – The Syrian Virtual University and Ohio University for a review of council’s recommended changes (see Oct 2003 minutes for councils recommendations on the MoU), final discussion and a vote.  Shostack stated that more definitive language regarding OPIE was added at OPIE’s suggestion.  Hale asked what OU Departments would be involved.  Shostack stated that SVU was primarily interested in English language.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion passed with a majority approval and two abstentions.

Clodfelter presented a MoU from the Global Learning Community, Memorandum of Understanding between Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand and Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, USA.  Emery stated that CMU is only committed to a few  international agreements and this MoU would allow OU to participate on the ground floor.  Hale stated that the College of Communication had an established agreement with Bangkok University and everyone involved should be aware of this fact so that complications do not arise.  Clodfelter stated that all the Deans involved are supporting this MoU.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion was unanimously approved.

International Faculty Professional Travel:
Holben stated that the committee would meet next week to evaluate the January 2 deadline applications.  Holben noted that applications continue to be low.

Agenda Item #3:  Report from Associate Provost, International Programs

Rota presented to the council current information on national trends regarding International students.  Rota emphasized the value of the International student, e.g., promotion of global understanding, and the need for active recruitment of International applicants to reverse the decade long decline at US universities and colleges, including OU.

Agenda Item #4: Announcements and Other Business

Nothing to report.

Agenda Item #5:  The meeting adjourned at 2:35 PM.

