Ohio University International Council

Meeting Minutes

January 9, 2009
Members present:

 Josep Rota (International Affairs); Daniel Weiner (International Studies); Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad); Krista McCallum Beatty (International Student & Faculty Services); Vicki Seefeldt West (International Recruiting); Maarten Uijt de Haag (Russ College of Engineering & Technology); Scott Jarvis (Linguistics/OPIE); Jeff Ferrier (Alden Library); Thom Luce (Chair); Joyce Pae (Undergraduate Admissions); Elizabeth Clodfelter (International Affairs); Ming Li (College of Health & Human Services); Sandra Christman (Regional Campuses-Chillicothe); Pat Beamish (College of Education); Faizul Huq (College of Business); Katherine Tadlock (Graduate College); Charla Brunton (Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost), Secretary

Guests:
Vibert Cambridge (Media Arts & Studies) Beverly Wyatt (Housing Office); Jneanne Hacker (Housing Office)

Luce convened the meeting at 12:10 pm.  
The minutes from the November meeting were discussed first.  Weiner suggested some grammatical changes before the minutes were approved as amended.

Update on UIC Bylaws 
Luce reported that as far as he knows, the bylaw changes have been approved.  Luce will contact the Faculty Senate office so that they can update their website to reflect the appropriate membership for UIC.  Weiner asked that we make that a priority since what is posted now is severely out dated and incorrect.
Report from Associate Provost for International Affairs

Rota had a few announcements.  First, he announced that the number of new students for winter is approximately 66.  The numbers for spring are similar and look very encouraging.  No one is sure what will happen next fall with the numbers given the economy’s situation. McCallum Beatty noted that ISFS has had a larger number of students in their offices recently asking about how to withdrawal due to financial reasons.

The university is participating in an online I-Graduate survey sent to international students to look at their experiences (arriving on campus, financial aid, housing accommodations, etc.).  There were 1, 740 students contacted in all.  The results of the survey should be available in March.  The results will show areas of satisfaction and areas for improvement.  It could also prove to be a great marketing tool as it will allow us to compare our services to other similar universities.
In regards to the problems of ITAR regulations, there is nothing to report at this time.  They are waiting to get more information before a formal announcement will be made. The regulations will more than likely be updated after the Obama administration takes office.

Rota then introduced Bev Wyatt and Jneanne Hacker from the housing office.  He stated that they were in attendance to address the international housing situation.  The housing office is still faced with challenges and is looking at how to improve.  They are currently asking international students to move out of Scott Quad and into the resident halls after one year to get them more involved with domestic students.  Wyatt and Hacker were also looking for ideas on how to integrate more domestic students into the international life.  Wyatt stated that if a student is having financial issues to please speak to their office first to see what can be done to keep the student on campus.  Hacker shared a new initiative that they are employing—allow domestic students the chance to live in Scott Quad in order for them to get the international experience.  They will open Scott Quad into a 60/40 split allowing the international students to only to occupy 60% of the rooms.  They are working on the marketing strategies for housing in terms of contracts and what is available for all students (domestic and international).  Wyatt stated that they would be willing to attend any and all departmental meetings to promote housing with international students.  They could maybe work with the Study Abroad office.
Rota then introduced Faizul Huq as the new College of Business representative.
Committee Reports:

International Travel Fund

There are currently 7 applications for January with the deadline on this coming Monday at 4 pm.  An email to the deans and chairs/directors group and also an announcement was submitted to Outlook earlier this week to solicit more applications.  
Study Abroad

Marshall presented the Global Studies in Plant Biology:  Tropical Plant Systematics Program.  This program targets older students who have already declared science majors.  The proposal was approved as written.  
Marshall also shared that the SAC group has been working on a plan and process for implementing a university-wide policy to make sure that all international trips with an educational implication (conferences, etc.) need to go through the Study Abroad office.  Marshall said that she would have a proposal to share at February’s meeting.
Linkages

Clodfelter presented the Letter of Intent between OHIO and Universad Nacional de Tres de Febrero in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  Li mentioned removing Article 4 regarding the legal implications and there were also a few grammatical corrections suggested.  After the changes, the letter of intent was approved unanimously.
The MOU between OHIO and the University of Guyana in East Coast Demerara, Guyana was presented by Clodfelter next.  It is based on a grant for three years where a faculty member from Guyana would come here and an OHIO graduate student would go to Guyana to take that faculty members place.  Since there is a possibly of a student exchange, Marshall voiced concern about it possibly needing to be a study abroad program. Rota suggested adding language stating that all expenses would be covered by the grant.  Vibert Cambridge was in attendance to discuss the grant in detail.  Jarvis voiced concern about the possibility of not being able to find the appropriate students to replace the faculty member that they send to us.  Huq suggested a clause or language addressing that issue.  Luce asked for a clean, revised version of the MOU to be sent to the council when edited.  The council approved the MOU as amended.
Luce asked then for any old or new business.   

The meeting adjourned at 1:41 pm.
**Next meeting will be February 6th from 1-3 pm in Baker Center room 233**

