Ohio University International Council

Meeting Minutes

Date:  June 1, 2007
Members present:

Josep Rota (International Affairs); Jeff Ferrier (Alden Library); Adam Knee (College of Fine Arts); Thom Luce (College of Business); Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad); Muriel Ballou (Lifelong Learning); Michael Mumper (Graduate Studies); Joyce Pae (Undergraduate Admissions); Dusan Sormaz (Russ College of Engineering); Chris Coski (College of Arts & Sciences); Gillian Ice (College of Osteopathic Medicine); Rosalie Romano (College of Education); and Charla Dobson (Office of the Provost), Secretary

Guests:
Kathy Krendl, Executive Vice President and Provost

Luce convened the meeting at 1:09 pm.
The May minutes were approved with no corrections needed.
Committee Reports:

Study Abroad
Coski presented several proposals for review.  First, the council reviewed the proposal for mandating an education abroad health insurance policy at Ohio University. It would be approximately $25 per month for the student.  The proposal was approved to mandate insurance for the study abroad students.

Marshall presented the Office of Education Abroad student waivers for the council’s information and suggestions only.  There was some discussion about allowing students to travel to areas that are on the travel advisory warning.  The waiver is more of an acknowledgment instead of a waiver since they are not necessary waiving any rights.  It should be named a statement of conditions or something to that effect.  Ferrier suggested changing the wording somewhat to keep it consistent with the rest of the text.  
The Emergency Response Guidelines and Procedures document was discussed next.  Additions and/or suggestions can be voiced via email to Marshall.

Executive Vice President and Provost Krendl-
Executive Vice President and Provost Krendl was in attendance to address the concerns of reorganizing the structure of UIC.  Krendl does not think that the University International Council needs to be a standing committee that the council would benefit the institution better if it was an appointed team reporting to the Executive VP and Provost.  Luce voiced his concern about the status of a standing committee versus being a council.  Krendl suggested that we make it more clear to the university community that they have to go through the council in regards to international affairs.  Krendl’s concern is the representation on the council.  The right people need to be on the council to get the job done.  Ice would like to advertise the committee more and get the word out about using the council.  Rota stated the makeup of the council which is now made up of college representatives and administrators may change.  It was also noted that the college representatives need to be more communicative with the Deans.  
Krendl also talked about renewing relationships and how they are related to the university’s goals and metrics.  The council needs to be thinking about the benefits of individual faculty and students and how does the international program(s) benefit the university?  International recruitment needs to be raised and the university is working toward that goal.  She suggested the need to start identifying opportunities when renewing linkages about how to get the Ohio University word out.  Knee and Ice expressed concerns about the International Travel Fund (ITF) and the number of applicants in relation to the small amount of monetary support.  It was also a concern of a possible disconnect with the ITF committee and getting recruitment material to the faculty member(s) to distribute at the university and/or location to which they are traveling.  Krendl stated that she would review the money situation for the international travel fund.         
International Travel Fund
Knee reported on the May funding cycle.  There were 26 applicants with 25 being funded for $120 each.  The committee is working on setting up a meeting within the next couple of weeks to discuss funding issues and the application process.  The section on the application that asks if the faculty member would be interested in promoting OU while abroad was a concern.  Mumper voiced concerns about the faculty member being qualified to recruit.  Romano suggested a training session as a prerequisite for members wanting recruitment support (money). Rota suggested that now would be a good time for Knee to revise and resubmit his proposal for more funding for the international travel fund while it is fresh on the Provost’s mind.  
International Linkages

Romano presented the MOU’s for the committee.  The first MOU presented was between La Universidad de Murcia and Ohio University.  There was some slight discussion before the proposal was approved unanimously.
The draft of a MOU between OU and Universidad Technologica Nacional (UTN)-Facultad Regional Bahia Blanca (FRBB), Argentina was presented next.  There was one grammatical change before the proposal was approved unanimously.
Internationalizing the Campus and the Curriculum
Sormaz reported that the committee has not met since last month.  He presented the Approval for International MOU guidelines with the wording change.  The new guidelines were approved as amended.  Rota asked Sormaz to send the committee the new copy of the guidelines once amended.
Report by Associate Provost Dr. Josep Rota:  

Rota presented the new Chubu University agreement.  There have not been any changes except for the listings of programs on the agreement.  Rota presented the agreement for the council for their information only.   The agreement was signed last week while the Chubu University delegation was in town.
Rota announced that there was another group formed on campus established to discuss an international center.  They are discussing international recruitment, restructuring some offices, and the new reporting structure.  The group is composed of Shostak, Mumper, Boyd, McCallum Beatty, Rota, Marshall, McDaniel, Jarvis, Coski, Garcia, Pae, Seefeldt West, and Clodfelter.
Administrative announcements were that Ice and Romano terms were ending this year and it is up to their deans to reappoint someone to represent their college.  Rota thanked them for their service and hoped that they were back for next term.  Mumper is leaving the university to take a Provost position and Boyd is retiring in June.  Rota was very complimentary to both of those members.  Coski was also recognized for his work on the council.
Rota said that Luce’s term does not end until 2008.  According to the new bylaws, Luce is not eligible for his position.  Rota asked Luce to stay and continue his service.

Rota motioned to agree that the council will continue to meet over the summer via email.  The council agreed unanimously that email correspondence for the summer be approved.
Luce asked for comments from the council about any of the topics or proposals presented during the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 2:59 pm.
