Ohio University International Council

Meeting Minutes

February 1, 2008
Members present:

Katherine Tadlock (Graduate Studies); Josep Rota (International Affairs); Jeff Ferrier (Alden Library); Drew McDaniel (International Studies); Beth Clodfelter (International Affairs); Thom Luce (College of Business); Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad); Joyce Pae (Undergraduate Admissions); Dusan Sormaz (Russ College of Engineering); Gillian Ice (College of Osteopathic Medicine); Vicki Seefeldt West (International Recruitment); Greg Scharer (Alumni Relations/Advancement); Adam Knee (College of Fine Arts); Harvey Ballard (College of Arts and Sciences); Charla Brunton (Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost), Secretary

Guests:

Barb Nalazek, Legal Affairs and Tom Smucker, Geography

Luce convened the meeting at 1:10 pm.
The January minutes were approved as written.
Barb Nalazek from Legal Affairs was present to discuss ethics considerations in international programs.  Her visit was in follow-up to the November meeting.  She passed out a packet of information regarding the new ethics requirements put in place by Governor Ted Strickland.  She was present at the meeting, and in the absence of more specific guidelines, to ask the council to please use their best judgment when accepting gifts.  She also stressed that the Legal Affairs office is available as a reference if there is ever a question or concern and to please feel free to contact them.  She will continue to monitor the situation and will return if she can provide more specific guidelines regarding the acceptance of gifts, including meals and lodging, when traveling abroad on university business.
Bylaws discussion:

Luce introduced the addendum to the bylaws which was the Planning and Assessment Committee description.  Sormaz and McDaniel explained the description and fielded any questions.  There were a few grammatical changes.  Luce clarified the membership list.  Rota questioned the likelihood of someone from the Dean’s council being included.  He did not think that the probability of that designated person being able to attend meetings would be very likely.  McDaniel said that the representative from the Dean’s council did not have to be a dean but someone that represents them.  Tadlock questioned the planning role in this committee.  Sormaz stated that they did not believe that this committee would be making new programs /proposals but instead evaluating gaps, identify areas of need, etc.  They want to be proactive instead of reactive.  Sormaz suggested some wording changes for the first sentence and said that it would be rewritten for more discussion at the next meeting.  Luce asked if there were additional comments regarding the membership.  Ice questioned the expertise of the faculty members that is required and Luce clarified that that was added so that faculty outside of the council could be included.  The committee will send the revisions out to the council electronically before the next meeting.  Luce asked that the Study Abroad Committee and Linkages Committee start devising their charges to submit to the council to include with the bylaws as well.
Report from Associate Provost for International Affairs

Rota praised the international recruiting efforts for such a successful year thus far.  The number of international student enrollment has increased by 16.08% since last year.  Retention services is really starting to focus on the needs of these students. The Provost’s office is now funding a van to pick up international students at the airport and transport them to campus. Rota stated that some funding is there to start implementing initiatives like this in the future.
Five-year plan discussion was next.  Rota explained that recruitment/retention goals will increase by 2% each year for the next 5 years.  There will also be strategic support for international programs initiatives such as the creation of an international house (which is in the works for the next few years) where all international academic support and services offices can be housed together.  Rota met with Howard Lipman today to discuss university advancement issues.  McDaniel voiced the concerns of using the name House and asked that the new building not use the word House in the title in order to ward off confusion between the new structure and the Yamada International House.  Rota clarified the reasons behind the name. Pae voiced concerns with the undertaking of housing all these offices together and questioned the size of the new structure.  Rota described the plans as they stand currently. Tadlock gave a summary of how much the graduate program has grown and the growing need for staff to help support all the international students.  
Committee Reports:

Linkages
First was the MOU between OHIO and Kenyatta University in Nairobi, Kenya.  Professor Tom Smucker from Geography was present and fielded a few questions.  Clodfelter presented one change in section three.  The MOU was approved unanimously as amended.
The MOU between OHIO and Ha Noi University was presented next.  There was some additional wording added to section two before it was approved as amended.
Clodfelter withdrew the MOU for the Global Competitiveness Program between OHIO and Facultad regional Bahia Blanca, Universidad Tecnologica Nacional in Bahia Blanca, Argentina.  It will be sent to the Study Abroad Committee for consideration at a later date.

The MOU with OHIO and Universidad Catolica de Honduras in San Pedro Sula, Honduras was presented last.  Ice added to the MOU and clarified all questions.  Rota voiced some concern with crime and/or violent crime against international guests in Honduras.  There is currently a state travel warning against Honduras.  The council approved with slight concern.
Study Abroad

Ballard presented two programs for the Study Abroad Committee.  The first was the exchange agreement between OHIO and Paris Lodron Universitat Salzburg in Salzburg, Austria.  There was slight discussion before it was approved unanimously.  
Ballard presented the last study abroad proposal titled SPIRE-The Spin Triangle:  Study Abroad Buenos Aires.  With little discussion, it was approved unanimously.  
International Travel Fund

Knee stated that in January, there were 11 people awarded awards at $227 each.  Knee voiced the challenge of applicants being required to have other and/or matching funding committed for the application process.  The committee proposed to strike the requirement from the application for the next fiscal year and asked what the council thought of that idea.  The council approved that the ITF application will be changed to reflect this change effective July 1, 2008.
Knee also brought up concern with early retirees applying for funding.  According to the handbook, they have the same rights as Group 1 faculty.
Knee also suggested that there should be more publicity to get the word out about the ITF. He will look into getting links to the ITF site posted on various department websites.
Announcements 

Clodfelter announced that 18 out of the 22 applicants that applied for Fulbright awards made it through the first round.  
Luce asked Rota about the Governor’s announcement that international travel not being allowed and if that would trickle down to OHIO.  Rota did not seem to think that would happen, but mentioned that new regulations regarding the export of technology, such as technology or information exported via laptops, etc. could be in violation of national “deemed export” regulations.  Rota will present more information about this issue at a later meeting.
Luce asked if anyone had any additional announcements or comments.

The meeting adjourned at 2:50 pm.
**Next meeting will be March 7th, 2008 from 1-3 pm in Baker Center room 233**
