Ohio University International Council

Minutes of Meeting
April 4, 2003
Present:
Claudia Hale (College of Communication), Chair

Josep Rota (Center for International Studies)



Betsy Partyka (College of Arts and Sciences)

Thom Luce (College of Business)

William Fisher (College of Fine Arts)

Edward Gotfried (College of Osteopathic Medicine)

Charlie Mickelson (OPIE)

Jeffrey Ferrier (Libraries)

Connie Perdreau (Education Abroad)

Beth Clodfelter (Center for International Studies)

Joyce Pae (Office of Admissions)

Joanna Binsfield (ISU Representative)

Angelica Anatole (Undergraduate Student Representative)

Joan Kraynanski (Center for International Studies), Secretary

Guest:

Karen Brown, Zanesville Campus

Kapil Bajaj, International Student Union



Hale opened the meeting at 1:10.

Agenda Item #1: The minutes of the March 7, 2003, meeting were approved. 

Agenda Item #2:  Committee Reports

International Travel Fund:

No report.

Study Abroad:

Partyka presented two proposals to the council for review and approval.

Macedonian Joint Student Consulting Project initiated by Center Executive MBA Program, College of Business, in affiliation with St. Cyril & Methodius University, Skopie, Macedonia.  Partyka stated that this program was initiated by the State Department, which has awarded grant funding that will go toward this project.  This is a task based teaching project that will engage OU faculty and students, and St. Cyril & Methodius faculty and students. Partyka stated that the College of Business had addressed all of the committees concerns. Fisher questioned why the budget stated that there would be no out of pocket expenses for students. Partyka stated that there was obviously money in the budget to cover these expenses.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion was unanimously approved.

​Traditional Chinese Medicine sponsored by the College of Osteopathic Medicine (COM) to be conducted at the Academy of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Guang An Men Hospital, Beijing, China. Partyka stated that the committee was presenting this proposal early in terms of the committee’s complete review, some budget and other issues were still being worked out, plus the committee was maintaining close observation over the SARS situation.  This program would be the first visit for COM and with clarification of a few issues the committee will approve.  Perdreau mentioned that Indiana University canceled its program in Hong Kong but most universities have not cancelled programs due to SARS.  Hale called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously.

International Linkages:

Clodfelter presented, for information only, that the agreement between Manipal Education and Medical Group International (MEMGI) and Ohio University (College of Business), regarding a Masters of Business Administration (MBA) has been updated.  Rota stated that he had visited the MEMGI site and that joint programs have also been initiated with the College of Engineering and Health and Human Services, and OU is engaged in talks with MEMGI about a Study Abroad program for undergraduates.  Rota noted that this is not a new proposal but an assessment of the present program with an agreement to continue. 

Internationalizing the Campus and the Curriculum:

No report.

Agenda Item #3:  Report from Associate Provost International Programs.

Rota reported on four items of interest to the council:

1.  Due to the situation of SARS, meetings have been held with Environmental Health and Safety addressing people returning to OU who had traveled to high-risk areas and international visitors.  The issue of SARS is also being reviewed concerning OU’s summer Study Abroad Programs.

2.  Rota stated that OU was experiencing some effects of the US war on Iraq, most are visa related.  Rota asked council members if they were aware of any problems.  None of the council members were aware of problems.

3.  Rota stated that system and administrative aspects of SEVIS are in place and operating at OU but there appear to be problems in the system at the embassy level, as accurate information is not being made available.  Rota said all academic associations and communities are lobbying in DC regarding SEVIS.

4.  Rota provided an update on the current budget situation facing Ohio universities:  possible increase in budget cuts for next year, above this year’s 2 to 3%; possible cuts in subsidy for all international students, OU’s current campus wide international graduate student population is at 40%; and possible closing of two Ohio’s colleges of medicine and two law schools. 

Agenda Item #4: Announcements and other business.

Hale recognized and welcomed Karen Brown, a guest from OU Zanesville.  Brown wanted to observe the council meeting and discuss the possibility of filing the vacant Regional Higher Education representative seat on council.  Hale stated that she would investigate admittance at such late date in the council cycle, but Brown was welcome to attend the meetings.

Clodfelter stated that four OU students have been awarded US Student Fulbright Scholarships, one student is on a wait list and two students’ areas are still undetermined.

Rota stated that there is a motion at Graduate Council to establish a linkage between Graduate Council and UIC which would allow Graduate Council to stay more informed on such issues as curriculum matters, new programs, and/or new research that would fall under their jurisdiction, but also be within the boundaries of UIC committees that review proposals at the graduate program level.

Agenda Item #5:  The meeting adjourned at 2:25 PM.
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