Ohio University International Council

Meeting Minutes

April 3, 2009
Members present:

Daniel Weiner (International Studies); Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad); Krista McCallum Beatty (International Student & Faculty Services); Vicki Seefeldt West (International Recruiting); Jeff Ferrier (Alden Library); Thom Luce, chair; Elizabeth Clodfelter (International Affairs); Ming Li (College of Health & Human Services); Katherine Tadlock (Graduate College); Maarten Uijt de Haag (Russ College of Engineering and Technology); Vibert Cambridge (Scripps College of Communication); Gillian Ice (College of Osteopathic Medicine); Charla Brunton (Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost), Secretary

Guests:
None


Luce convened the meeting at 1:10 pm.  
The minutes from the March meeting were discussed first.  They were approved as written.
Luce first wanted to share an update on his recent trip to Jordan.  He clarified the Agreement on Scientific Cooperation between The University of Jordan and OHIO and the Arab Group.  All paperwork that he saw while in Jordan stated diploma instead of certificate.  Seefeldt West suggested a statement somewhere on the document defining their interpretation of a diploma.  There was some discussion on the different definitions of a “diploma” across the world.  Luce also discussed the academic home of this agreement and does not think that it should be the College of Business.  
Discussion of the Senior International Management Team (SIMT)

Luce then shared a memo from Executive Vice President and Provost Kathy Krendl that outlines the changes in the international arena and states who reports to whom.  He gave a short overview of the new SIMT that has been formed.  Weiner, as chair of SIMT, stated that they have met several times and are starting to sort through projects and ideas for international programs.  Weiner stated that partnerships were currently an issue and some details are being ironed out.  He believes that the UIC has a very unique opportunity to be empowered.  Weiner sees the opportunity to internationalize the campus even more so than they are already.  
There was some discussion about communicating the changes in the international arena with the university community. Luce will send an email to EVP and Provost Krendl and also to Ann Fidler asking for a statement be sent out to the university community.  For the time being, Weiner said to contact him in regards to partnerships.  The websites (EVPP and UIC) need to be updated to reflect those changes.  Brunton will work on this as soon as possible.
Website discussion was next.  It was suggested that UIC should be the hub of all things international.  Weiner asked the group how to organize such efforts on the website.  Weiner suggested that the UIC make a suggestion to SIMT about redesigning the international focus on OHIO’s website.  In terms of the processes, Luce asked the Planning and Assessment committee to look at the processes of approving MOU’s, etc.
Weiner also asked the council about the International Travel Fund money.  The yearly dollar amount was clarified and there was some discussion about where the account should be housed. It was suggested that the UIC get its own account.  Brunton will ask Sheila Schultz, Budget Unit Manager for the Provost’s office, to see if this is a possibility.  Weiner asked that those involved with NAFSA set up a meeting in about six weeks or so to discuss funding.

Committee Reports:

Planning and Assessment

No report at this time.
International Travel Fund

No report at this time.
Study Abroad

No new programs to report at this time.  

Linkages
Uijt de Haag, as the new chair of Linkages, introduced the MOU between Capital University of Economics and Business and OHIO.  There were a few grammatical changes made before it was approved unanimously.
Next was the Graduate Business Summer Institute Agreement between the College of Business at OHIO and School of Economics, Capital University of Economics and Business.  McCallum Beatty recommended that the timeline not be considered a formal part of the agreement as there were some glitches that need to be worked out.  Li asked if the agreement needed to go through legal affairs.  After discussion, it was approved as amended.
Lastly, the Memorandum of Agreement between OHIO and The University of Franche-Comte was presented.  Marshall voiced that this document has not been reviewed by the Study Abroad Committee to approve the student exchanges.  Luce suggested that this agreement be tabled for the time being so that SAC could review it via email and relay their suggestions to the Linkages committee.
Clodfelter announced that there will be Fulbright representatives on campus next week.  She asked everyone to please inform any and all students that may be interested.  They can contact her with any questions.
The meeting adjourned at 2:52 pm.
**Next meeting will be May 1st from 1-3 pm in Baker Center room 233**

