Ohio University International Council

Meeting Minutes

April 4, 2008
Members present:

Ming Li (College of Health & Human Services); Katherine Tadlock (Graduate Studies); Josep Rota (International Affairs); Drew McDaniel (International Studies); Thom Luce (College of Business); Catherine Marshall (Education Abroad); Krista McCallum Beatty (International Student & Faculty Services); Dusan Sormaz (Russ College of Engineering & Technology); Adam Knee (College of Fine Arts); Greg Scharer (Advancement/Alumni Relations); Vicki Seefeldt West (International Recruitment); Marsha Ham (Lifelong and Distance Learning); Scott Jarvis (OPIE, Linguistics); Charla Brunton (Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost), Secretary

Guests:


Luce convened the meeting at 1:10 pm.
There were a few minor changes on the minutes from the March meeting.  They were then approved as amended.
Bylaws discussion:

Luce and Rota both heard back from Faculty Senate this week.  They would like to meet with some members of the council because they had several questions.
Report from Associate Provost for International Affairs

Rota introduced and welcomed Marsha Ham as the newest member of the UIC.  
The highly satisfactory result of the University System of Ohio strategic plan was the highlight of Rota’s report.  He shared page 94 of the Ohio Board of Regents:  Strategic Plan for Higher Education 2008-2017.  There will be significant issues with retention, evaluation results, reporting successes/failures, etc.  By 2017, the increase in number of international students will reach approximately 35,000 students.  OHIO and the University of Cincinnati are the only universities in Ohio that are really recruiting international students but others are already developing new recruitment programs.  Marshall questioned the shared programs for studying abroad.  Rota clarified the statement that the programs would be open to all institutions and all students regardless of the campus they attend, as long as there is capacity and in accordance with the “Pooled Access Agreement” reached by OIC member and supported by the Board of Regents.  Seefeldt-West questioned the statement about participating in a survey or barometer that would measure the student satisfaction.  Li voiced concern about service and satisfaction.  He wanted to stress the important role of retention.  He stated that there are some departments that are not prepared to provide service to such a large number of international students.  Rota stated that the Provost is aware of the challenges of the increasing number of international students and the Provost’s office is looking at providing more services, creating more jobs to deal with the increase, etc.  Rota also announced that Scott Quad will become, as early as this summer, a transitional residential hall for incoming international students.  Rota stressed that the contribution that the students make to the campus is one of the top reasons for recruiting international students.  McCallum-Beatty said that there is a new advising position in ISFS being created to work mainly with retention, training with Residential life, meeting with OPIE students, evaluating the student’s experience on campus, etc.  Luce suggested that the Planning and Assessment committee should start coming up with suggestions and ideas with how to deal with the increases.  
Committee Reports:

Planning and Assessment
Li presented the amended Linkages agreement with the added compliance clause.  Marshall voiced concern about having partners signing an agreement that holds the partner to United States or Ohio University laws.  There was some discussion and it was realized that the university does not have any risk management guidelines in place except for in the study abroad program.  With that reality, it was decided that Rota will meet with Legal Affairs to determine how best to include a compliance clause in future agreements.
International Travel Fund

Knee reported that the ITF will be receiving from the Provost an increase of $10,000 for this year and $15,000 for next year for one-time only funds.  To be fair to those who have already received funding earlier this year, this year’s funding will be rolled over to next year.  So next year’s budget would be $25,000 instead of the usual $15,000.  Funding would be increased in the same way the following year.  Knee is working on publicizing this increased funding via email and public announcements.  Knee also presented two new deadline drafts for the council to consider because of the issues that are arising with reimbursement for the applicants.
Knee asked everyone to review the two versions and let him know via email which one they like the best.  The committee is lending towards version two.  There were 15 awards awarded for the March 15th deadline with each receiving $222.
Linkages

Rota presented the first Memorandum of Cooperation between the Center for Southeast Asia Studies at OHIO and the Centre of Southeast Asian Studies at Monash University in Australia.  It was approved as amended.
Second, Rota presented the MOU between the Center for Southeast Asia Studies at OHIO and the Graduate School, Hasanuddin University (GS- UNHAS) in Indonesia.  Knee voiced concern about the scholarship program and funding.  It was approved as amended.

Study Abroad

No report at this time.
Luce asked if anyone had any additional announcements or comments.  There was some conversation about the candidates for the Director for the Center for International Studies.  The next candidate will be on campus on April 10 with the final one visiting on April 21st.  Brunton asked for the council to please email her if anyone is attending the meeting on the 21st since it will be a catered lunch.
McCallum Beatty announced good news from Homeland Security.  They are increasing the OPT time from 12 months to 29 months for students with degrees in STEM fields working for employers enrolled in E-Verify.
The meeting adjourned at 2:36 pm.
**Next meeting will be May 2nd, 2008 from 1-3 pm in Baker Center room 233**

