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Fall 2009

The Ohio University Board of Trustees gave 
approval in October 2008 for the University 
to begin a transition to semesters with the 
goal of having a semester calendar in place in 
the fall 2012. A Quarters-to-Semesters 
Transition Team was assembled and charged 
with providing recommendations on a 
number of matters, including academic 
advising of students in the transition period.

The Quarters to Semesters Transition Team 
recognized the critical role that effective 
advising and communication will play in 
ensuring that students are fully informed 
about the implications of the transition for 
their academic experience and graduation 
plans. Other institutions that have made a 
successful  calendar transition  invested 
resources in advising and communication so 
that their students would not be 
disadvantaged, and Ohio University will 
follow their lead. The academic colleges and 
regional campuses will be allocated 
supplemental, one-time-only funds to cover 
the costs of the additional advising that will 
be necessary to meet the needs of students 
during the transition.

In an effort to prepare for how we will advise 
students about the conversion from quarters 

to semesters, each college and regional 
campus will develop an advising plan that 
includes a description of how transitional 
advising will be carried out and how it will 
communicate with its students about the 
transition to semesters.  It is expected that 
advising plans will be different because each 
college and each regional campus 
approaches advising in various ways. 

All plans will ensure that every student will 
have the opportunity for an individual 
meeting with an advisor and be supplied with 
a document specifying the courses that must 
be taken to satisfy degree requirements 
under a semester system.  Programs and 
courses are now being submitted to the 
University Curriculum Council (UCC) for 
approval through the curricular review 
process, and once approved will form the 
new curriculum for degree programs. 
Colleges will be provided with a template for 
the Transition Degree Completion Plan, 
which may be modified to meet the specific 
needs of a college or degree program. 

In addition to the Transition Degree 
Completion Plan, the primary tool for 
advising students will be the semester DARS, 
which will include the new semester course 

requirements and will contain information 
about how students’ quarter courses convert 
to semester courses.

Semester DARS will begin to be made 
available in the Fall Quarter 2011 and 
colleges will then begin the process of 
advising students on how to complete their 
degrees under the semester system.  Colleges 
can determine the advising process that best 
suits its needs and the needs of its students. 
Once a Transition Degree Completion Plan 
has been completed and signed by the 
student and the advisor, the completion of 
the plan will be available in the student’s 
electronic folder.  

The University Academic Advising Council 
(UAAC), specifically the Quarters-to-
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This is the last edition of The 
Advisor. To stay informed about 
advising issues, please attend the 
quarterly UAAC meetings or visit 
www.ohio.edu/uaac/ to view the 
quarterly minutes. Thank you for 
your support!
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Alternative Majors for 
Students Who Want to go 
into Nursing
Ohio University's new nursing major is 
successfully underway.  While it is an 
excellent choice for students who know they 
want to go into nursing from the first day of 
their college career, it can severely delay the 
graduation of students who decide several 
quarters into their Ohio University experience 
that nursing is their field of choice.  For 
students who are determined to graduate 
with a bachelor's degree in four years, but 
would like to be a nurse, there are still good 
options available at Ohio University.

Within the state of Ohio there are many 
second degree or accelerated nursing 
programs that accept students with a 
bachelor's degree from any major.  These 
programs have specific prerequisites which 
are often possible to attain simultaneously 
with Ohio University degree requirements or 
as electives augmenting a student's course 
of study.  Some of the majors that lend 
themselves well to preparing a student for a 
second degree program are:

    * Psychology
    * Social Work
    * Hearing Speech and Language Science
    * Community Health Services
    * Health Service Administration

Some of the common pre-requisites for 
Second Degree programs are:
    * ENG 151
    * CHEM 121 - 123
    * PSY 101, 221, and 273
    * SOC 101
    * HCFN 128 (Nutrition)
    * BIOS 130 and 131

Students should check with the program 
they are considering to be sure they are 
meeting all of the prerequisites for that 
specific program.  In addition to the 
prerequisites listed above, some programs 
require ANTH 101, CLWR 181, and BIOS 
201, as well as additional courses from 
psychology.  Most programs require that  
students have a 3.0 GPA from their first 
bachelor's degree, and many of them are 
competitive.  

However, the second degree option gives 
students the ability to stay at Ohio University 
for the remainder of their college career, 
study a subject they enjoy, earn a bachelor's 
degree that offers many post-graduate 
possibilities, and at the same time work 
toward the nursing degree that they can 
achieve after they graduate.  Because they 
only accept students who already have a 
bachelor's degree, second degree programs 
are much shorter than traditional bachelor's 
degrees. They range from one to two years.

For a handout that has more alternative 
majors and an example of one of the second 
degree programs, please go to 
www.ohio.edu/helpcenter/.

QUARTERS TO SEMESTERS, 
CONTINUED FROM COVER
Semesters Advising Task Force of 
UAAC, will coordinate this initiative 
and assist the colleges and regional 
campuses as they develop their 
plans.  The task force will review and 
ultimately approve all advising plans, 
which are due November 17, 2010.  
The task force will also collaborate 
with the Center for Teaching and 
Learning , the academic colleges, 
and RHE to facilitate training for 
transition advising. The Allen Student 
Help Center will serve as a point of 
information and referral for students 
seeking general advice related to the 
impact of the quarters-to-semesters 
transition on their academic 
experience and graduation plans. 

Questions and comments about the 
quarters-to-semesters transition 
advising process are welcome and 
should be directed to a member of 
the Q2S Advising Task Force:

Caryn Asleson, Assistant Dean, 
College of Arts and Sciences, and 
Chair of UAAC

Debra Benton, Registrar and UAAC 
Executive Committee

Laura Chapman, Assistant Dean, 
University College, and UAAC 
Executive Committee

David Descutner, Dean of University 
College, Associate Provost for 
Undergraduate Education, and 
UAAC Executive Committee

David Ingram, Professor of Physics 
and Astronomy and UAAC member

For general information on the 
transition to semesters, please 
contact Jeff Giesey or Gary 
Neiman, Q2S Co-directors, or visit 
the Q2S website at 
www.ohio.edu/Q2S/

Tutoring Services
OHIO’s Tutoring Services aims to provide easily accessible and well-trained tutors to 

all undergraduate students, especially those students participating in affiliate programs such 
as the College Adjustment Program, Athletics and Disability Services.

A higher demand for tutoring services spurred the creation of the Tutor Referral 
system in January 2009. The Tutor Referral system quickly secures new tutors for a vast 
number of courses. During the Fall 2009 quarter, Tutoring Services received 2200 online 
requests in addition to approximately 100 direct requests for tutoring services. With the new 
program, the staff from Tutoring Services can conduct a search for new tutors in addition to 
accessing any of the 234 tutors currently employed.  For more information, visit the new 
Tutoring Services Website at www.ohio.edu/tutoring/.
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by Katie Burkhart 

 
 Summer is traditionally seen as a time for college students to get a job to make extra 
money.  Ohio University offers a broad range of opportunities that allow students to take an 
alternative route to spending summer on the job.

Ohio University Summer Sessions offers a wide selection of classes that allow students 
to stay on track toward graduation.  Students who take classes at any of Ohio University’s 
campuses have the advantage of smaller class sizes, a more relaxed atmosphere, and a variety 
of class lengths to help to promote learning.  There are two five- week sessions during the 
summer quarter.  The first runs from June 21- July 23 and the second is July 26- August 27, and 
additional courses span the entire ten-week term. The Athens Campus offers many special 
events that help make summer enjoyable outside the classroom.  There are free weekly movies, 
cornhole tournaments, concerts, and other outdoor events that allow students to explore the 
beauty of Athens and the surrounding area.

Online classes are also a great way to keep students on pace.  Online classes offer flexibility for students who will not be on 
campus during the summer. There are a variety of online classes for all majors that will be offered this summer.  Review online policies, 
services, and class lists at www.ohio.edu/ouonline.  

Remember that if at any time a student is enrolled for 11 credit hours or more, he or she is paying the comprehensive tuition 
fee.  This means that taking any number of credit hours between 11 and 20 costs the same.

The Office of Summer Sessions is eager to speak with all students about the opportunities that Ohio University offers during 
the summer quarter.  If your students would like to receive any further information about the summer programs, please call Pam 
Brown, Director of Summer Session, at 593-2503, or email summer.sessions@ohio.edu.

Ohio University's Summer Programs

Placement Information, All in One Place
Now you can find placement exam and exemption information 
all in one place. The chemistry placement test, English 
composition exemption, foreign language placement tests for 
Spanish, French, and German, and math placement exam 
information can all be found at 
www.ohio.edu/orientation/placement.cfm 

New Military Personnel and VeteranÕs 
Website
We are excited to announce the development of the Ohio 
University Military Personnel and Veteran's website. Please visit 
the site at http://www.ohio.edu/students/veterans/.

This first draft of information has been organized to help 
connect student veterans to resources on campus that will 
contribute to their success as a student at Ohio University.  
Please review the site and offer any feedback that you have, 
including any suggestions for additional information.

Curricular Update
An Art minor was recently approved by the University 
Curriculum Council. The existing Art minor will be phased out. 
The minor has been replaced with two new minors: the Art 
History minor and the Studio Art minor. As with the old Art 
minor, a minimum 2.75 overall gpa and approval from the 
director of the School of Art are required for admission to either 
program.

The student information system (SIS) program code for the Art 
History minor is ORARTH; the SIS program code for the Studio 
Art minor is ORSART.

http://www.ohio.edu/ouonline
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By Sean O’Malley

Life is about to get a bit easier for students 
and their advisors, thanks to the university’s 
new PeopleSoft student information system 
(SIS).  

Starting in summer 2011, all students will 
have access to a personalized PeopleSoft 
web page called “Student Center” that 
allows them to view their current schedule, 
change their address, register for classes, 
track pending financial aid, view account 
balances, and make payments.  Student 
Center also includes advisor contact 
information, complete with a built-in form 
that lets a student send a message to his or 
her advisor without having to open a 
separate e-mail program.

The new PeopleSoft SIS will offer advisors all 
of the same features and capabilities they 
currently have, plus several enhancements.  
All of the online information an advisor 
needs will be available from within 

PeopleSoft’s “Faculty Center.”  Some 
information will be provided directly by the 
new system, and some will come via links to 
existing OHIO online sources.  Advisors also 
will be able to use PeopleSoft to view their 
advisees’ Student Center pages.  This “I see 
what you see” mode should prove quite 
useful when helping students plan schedules.

The new system will go live for summer 
quarter 2011.  To achieve this target, some 
parts will need to come online before then.  
For example, Admissions begins processing 
applications for the 2011 year during the 
summer of 2010, so the pieces that relate to 
the admissions process need to be ready by 
then.  Financial Aid will be the next module 
to come online later that fall, with Student 
Financials and Student Records following.

Visit www.ohio.edu/rufus for more 
information, including a video sneak preview 
of PeopleSoft’s Student and Faculty Centers.

The Rufus Initiative: Next Generation SIS will 

consolidate services for students & advisors

From staff reports

Developing a connection to Ohio University is 
a challenge for any first-year student, but 
commuter students face an additional 
challenge because they don't live on campus.

This challenge was made easier in January 
when the Commuter Student Lounge was 
opened in Bromley Hall. The two-room 
lounge, which is located on the mezzanine 
level of Bromley Hall, provides study space, 
computers, a television, couches and a 
functional kitchen area for storing food. 

Laura Chapman, assistant dean of University 
College, is in charge of Commuter and Adult 
Student Services (CASS), which aims to ease 
the transition for all commuter students, but 
specifically reaches out to first-year students.

CASS holds monthly lunches in the lounge 
and provides a bulletin board in the lounge 
for students to write and post messages for 
other students. There is also a quarterly 
CatChat newsletter that provides relevant 
information to commuter students.

Chapman notes that, “the lounge gives them 

a connection and often that's what is missing 
for commuters."

Shana Snyder, a commuter student mentor, 
said the lounge's biggest resource is having 
the kitchen area to store lunches while going 
to class.

Snyder, who commutes about 35 minutes 
from Meigs County, said students can 
typically be found in the lounge using 
computers, napping on the couches, or 
eating lunch. She said that although the 
lounge never becomes too crowded, it still 
provides a good place for commuter students 
to connect with one another.

"We don't have dorms to go back to," 
explained Snyder. "So we made this like a 
dorm to give commuters what other students 
have."

For commuter students looking to join CASS 
or use the new Commuter Student Lounge, 
registration is free and can be completed by 
visiting the University College office located in 
Chubb Hall 140.

The Commuter Student Lounge
Space makes campus more like home for commuters

INTERNATIONAL 
EXPERIENCES FOR 

STUDENTS
The Office of Education Abroad 
(OEA), a division of the Center for 
International Studies at Ohio 
University, is dedicated to supporting 
students in fulfilling their ambition to 
study, teach, intern, volunteer and 
work abroad. An experience abroad 
provides students with an 
opportunity to expand their personal 
and academic horizons and learn 
more about themselves and other 
cultures. The OEA is an OHIO 
student’s first stop on the road to 
becoming a more effective and 
valuable member of the global 
workforce.

A team of professional advisors and 
trained student peer advisors, all of 
whom are study abroad veterans, 
work with students to help them 
choose the program that best fits 
their needs. There are more than 50 
Ohio University- sponsored programs 
to choose from, plus numerous other 
programs offered through study 
abroad providers and other 
institutions. 

Students should be encouraged to 
start planning for their international 
experience during their first year at 
OHIO.  This will allow them to find a 
program that works well for them 
academically.  For those who have 
fairly structured curricular 
requirements, summer and 
intersession programs can be a great 
opportunity.  Sophomore year is an 
appealing time for many to go 
abroad to fulfill general 
requirements.

The OEA offers walk-in advising 
hours Monday-Friday, 1-4 pm, in 
Lindley Hall 185. No appointment is 
necessary.  Please note that the 
office will be moving to 15 Park 
Place during the 2010-2011 
academic year.

To learn more about education 
abroad opportunities for students, 
please visit www.ohio.edu/
educationabroad/.
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