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Environmental Policy and Change

-25 million dollars invested in energy conservation since mid-70s

Sonia:

Office of Resource Conservation Goals:

1. Improving resources of University

2. Greening Practices and Processes as a University, i.e. zero waste

3. Education and Outreach –“strengthening the campus wide culture of environmental mindfulness”

a. Residence Challenge – asave energy, go to Cedar Point

b. Recycle Mania – 200 schools compete nationwide to reduce the greatest percentage of waste
Question 1

Nick: Organic Food in dining halls. “A student could go uptown and spend the same amount of money on locally produced, organic food.” Could more organic food be supplied for the dining halls?

Sonia:


example: Crumbs Granola, student took own initiative for action
Nick: Why are students still required to purchase food in the dining halls?

Provost: don’t know. Safety issues?

Terry: Student Advisory committee meeting on Food Policy

Question 2

Vocal Performance Graduate Student: don’t forget the fine arts, music program getting cut. 

Provost: working on solution

Question 3
Sam: following up on Nick’s question, asked about figures, facts, etc. on locally grown food. 

Provost: could get facts and figures if needed

Question 4
What initiatives with Athens City is Ohio University working on to promote environmental change?
Sonia: Cool Cities, Ohio Unplugged

Kevin - Off-Campus Coordinator – recycling bins

Question 5
Where does the compost in the Baker Center go?

Sonia: monitor people, not being contaminated.

Waste not being composted now

Grant application to department of natural resources. If receive grant, will require 100% cash match on the part of the University. 

· short payback time in terms of costs of waste
· waste is expensive

Ed: $35,000 to take trash out of University

-most waste is coming from the dining services area. Has promise to expand into dining halls, Convo, games, etc. 

Guy: compost stored somewhere?

Sonia: what can be composted?

education on biodegradable issues – 

University Moving ahead of the times – would be the largest composting system in the Nation at any University

Question 6

Will compost program prove to be a cost-saving amenity?

Sonia: do not purchase soil amendment- makes $ and cents sense. Share files.

Question 7

Wildlife Biology Student asking about Hocking River Ecology and dead “Stream” between Irvine and Porter on West Green?

stream vs. sewage waste line

Can there be anything done to make this area better?

· taking steps towards better processing of the water and runoff

Question 8
Environmental literacy as a requirement of the curriculum. 
Question 9

Diversity mostly comes from our international students

· increased multicultural students by 50%.

Question 10
What has been done to increase the use of bikes on campus?
Terry: transfer points are key – points in parking lots, etc. 

· tearing down Anderson?

Provost: High traffic into Baker Center area..

Sam: Bike lanes?

Terry: Didn’t specifically address biking in campus master plans. 

Provost: Campus walking campus..

Sam: more biker friendly.

Provost: agrees. Campus biking plan.

Question 11:
Community/OU relations – OU more at fault. Disconnect of OU with Athens community.

· creating interactive map with community, retention
Question 12: 

Student Activity Fee
