Winter Passing
 [[use a unique title – to orient the reader and to hook the reader’s interest]]
Winter Passing is  an  [[<<stronger without an intensifier, more direct]] awkward movie; a good movie  showing [[<<use more active verbs (“showing” versus “being”)]] characters  with awkward life styles. [[<<changed to make the language tighter]] None of the characters know what thy [[<<proofread carefully]] want, [[<<comma]] [[<<implied]] [[<<use stronger word choices that are more relevant to the content]] damaging their relationship with one another. Take for instances [[<<errors distract from the content and weaken your reader's confidence in what you have to say]] the star of the movie, [[<<comma]] Reese (Zooey Deschanel), a drug-addicted [[<<hyphen to combine words that depend on each other]] actress who  [[<<simplify where possible]] hasn’t had a moment of clarity in her whole life. Zooey does a good job of depicting this character with the honesty that she deserves.  Although in her mid-twenties, [[<<comma]] Reese is still very immature[[<<implied]]. She still uses drugs as a portal into a world where she feels no pain -- [[<<use a double dash for emphasis]] and uses sex like a teenager who needs to feel that she is loved. [[<<period]] [[<<end here for emphasis]] However, with every act, [[<<comma]] she is left more hollow and disconnected.  [[<<better emphasis]]   [[<<already achieved]]
 Ed Harris does a wonderful job portraying Don, Reese’s dad, another awkward character, a famous writer who hasn’t shown his work in over two decades.  [[<<make this less of a cliche by deleting part]]After [[<<for sentence variety]] losing his wife six months earlier to suicide, [[<<comma]] he is nothing but a shell. [[<<period]] [[<<the last position of a sentence is the most emphasized – put your most significant element there]] He blames himself entirely and is living his days through a whiskey bottle hoping  [[<<odd phrasing]] that one morning he won’t wake up. Just like his daughter, [[<<comma]] [[<<read out loud to discover the natural pauses in the sentence]] he does not know how to show his emotions and so he hides them under a rough exterior. They both have a  [[<<even a bad relationship exists – try>>]] strained relationship witch [[<<grammar errors distract from the content and weaken your arguments]] was made worse by Reese’s decision not to show up for her mothers [[<<possessive]] funeral. 

All this emotion shows up  [[<<the context is already clear]] when Reese finally  [[<<hidden redundancy – “deciding to” is expressed by doing the action itself]] comes home with the sole purpose of making money to feed her drug habit.  [[<<shown by the fact that you are saying it]]This whole meeting could have been  [[<<use stronger word choices that are more relevant to the content]] filmed without any lines. When they see each other for the first time in years, [[<<comma]] [[<<use punctuation within sentences to help the reader group the thoughts together immediately, and make the reading flow in natural rhythms]] Ed Harris’s   [[<<simplify where possible]] face  [[<<tense shift, be consistent]] says all that  needs to be said.
[[<<implied]] Reese finds that her dad  [[<<a general intro is not needed – go straight to the content]] has two young roommates who stay in the house while he lives in the garage. Corbet   -- [[<<use a double dash for natural voice patterns]] my favorite character -- is played by Will Ferrell. Will does a good job leading this whole awkward family, [[<<comma]] [[<<shorten for a cleaner style without losing meaning]] like a watch dog who doesn’t realize he is still a puppy. Corbet is stuck in his imaginative world where he protects the family by warding off any fans who [[<<”that” is for things]] come by to talk with Don. He does this by flailing his arms around  [[<<”and” is weak as an internal connection – try for more sophisticated sentence structures]] in a weird   [[<<use stronger word choices that are more relevant to the content]] imitation of karate. Corbet [[<<implied]] is so innocent he loves everyone in the family unconditionally, [[<<comma]] [[<<combine for better flow]] the only one who has a [[<<weakens your statement]] normal grip on [[<<cut words where possible]] showing feelings. 

Shelley (Amelia Warner), the other young and very attractive roommate is the glue that holds the family together. She cooks for  them and  [[<<shown by the fact that you are saying it]] hopes that one day she might  [[<<hidden redundancy – being “able to” is expressed by doing the action itself]] call Don, Dad. The relationship between Shelley and Reese is another awkward one. They start off hating each other for their own warped reason, Reese because she resents the fact that Shelley is closer to her father than she ever was, when the only person to blame is herself for never making an effort, and Shelley because [[<<for better parallel (matching) construction]] she sees Reese as someone who has abandoned her father in his time of need. [[<<period]] [[<<separate an overly long sentence to give adequate attention to each part]]   Shelley feels threatened that Reese’s presence might make it harder for her to get close to Don.
Reese comes home to what she thinks will be an easy task of staying for a couple days, [[<<comma]] getting what she came for and leaving in the same dysfunctional manner [[<<hidden redundancy – “showed up in” is said by “the same”]]. [[<<cut words where possible]] Reese resents this whole new family is because she is actually starting to feel guilty for missing her moms [[<<possessive]] funeral and leaving her dad to fend for himself. 
Her whole life she had  someone to blame for all her troubles. Mostly it was her parents for not giving her enough time.  [[<<the context is already clear]] At one point she says she had to fight for attention between two typewriters that took her  parents’ [[<<plural]] time. She could always blame them and still feel like she did nothing wrong. Even after having sex with someone she barley knew [[<<this is careless]] she could blame her parents for not loving her enough -- the typical wasn’t-hugged-enough-as-a-child syndrome.  [[<<overly generalized]]
This child couldn’t find something to hold on to in her life when really it was there the whole time; she just had to try for it. She had to not be afraid to show her emotions even when they weren’t the prettiest emotions to show. She had to realize that its is not healthy blaming everyone for your mistakes; that at some point you have to step outside your life and see where you went wrong, not where your parents went wrong. It is time to start taking responsibility for what you do. And if that means going back to the person that you feel the most lost to and pour your heart out to them standing there raw and open in hope that its is not to late to start one the most significant relationships in your life then by all means do whatever it takes.  [[<<this whole paragraph is so general that it doesn’t help us know the movie]]
This whole movie is full of raw emotion and awkward characters made wonderful by simple acting. The characters are so simple in their lives that they come across as awkward. Winter Passing is one the best movies that I have seen, [[<<comma]] taking a situation that affects every single one of us and making it into one big awkward family that we all can relate to. 
John, this is adequate, but rough.  Many grammatical errors interfere with your points, so you should re-read out loud to catch these before you turn in your work.  Try also to keep within the expected length (900 words).  Doing so is a discipline that encourages you to decide the relative importance of each part and to depend on the best, using direct and effective wordings.
